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Community Forum 
Minutes 

Date of Meeting : 18‘h March 2010 

No. 
1. 

- 
2. 

3. 

Venue: Social Work Office, 
King Street, 
Wishaw. 

Item 
Present: 
0. McAvoy [Chair] David Summers; Carole Foley; 
J. McMillan; H. McMillan; H. Cox; C. Cox; John McGuinness; 
D. Morris; lain Murdoch; Mary McNeil. 

In attendance: 
S. Brown, Community Engagement Officer. 
Y. Cameron, CVSNL Minutes. 
Morene Simpson CL&D 
Cllr. J. Taggart, NLC. 
Carol Chamberlain, Public Health Practitioner 

Introduction & Sederunt: 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies: 

F. Cain; I Glen; D. Gray; E. McLean; Cllr. McKendrick. 
B. Vincent 

Minutes of the previous meeting - 18‘h February 2010 

Proposed : David Summers 
Seconded : J. McMillan 

Business from previous minutes & Action updates 

Item 6 - Greg Burgess has now contacted lain Murdoch. 
Greg will be unavailable with regard to organising a Choose 
Life Event before the end of March 2010. A meeting has been 
arranged to discuss this event and may be scheduled before 
the end of April 201 0. 

Item 10 - Mary McNeil’s proposal regarding a Strategic 
Development Day was agreed by members present. 

Action 
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Item 11 - Carol Chamberlain made reference to Scottish 
Health Council Guidelines regarding terms of reference and 
Owen confirmed that Stephen Brown is arranging a separate 
meeting for Forum members where terms of reference will be 
the sole topic and this matter will be discussed later on the 
current agenda. 

Item 12 - P.P.F. Event, which was previously scheduled for 
1 1' March 201 0 as per letter Owen McAvoy received was 
actually held on loth March. Jane and lain attended this 
event. 

Item 12 - Event held on 25'h February 201 0 regarding Train 
Services via Motherwell. No member/s of the Forum attended 
this event. 

Item 14 - Social Work Department are allowing the Forum to 
use their premises at present. Stephen Brown reminded 
members that should Yvonne Cameron not be available on 
Thursday afternoons, CVSNL [VANL] had a contractual 
obligation to provide another member of staff to cover the 
meeting regarding secretariat support. Owen is awaiting 
response from VANL regarding costs for the use of their 
premises at Wishaw. 

Donna Morris posed a question to the Forum regarding 
membership. She asked why she is not classed as a member 
as she has registered previously with the Forum, 
The Chair stated he would pursue this issue. 

Various opinions were voiced with members concerning the 
previous meeting and the perceived personalised remarks/ 
/attacks that was made. In depth discussion took place 
regarding this issue. 
The Chair intervened and stated that minutes are not a 
verbatim nor stenographic record of discussion as required for 
an inquiry or court record and merely record the general gist 
of opinions expressed in discussion, the remark was a general 
comment made and the Chair considered there was no 
breech of conduct or malice intended with the comment. 
Members confirmed that in the interests of a resolution and to 
allow the Forum to move ahead that a "Mutual agreement was 
required by both parties concerned. 
The Chair then proposed that both parties involved meet to 
discuss the issue and come to an acceptable form of words to 
amend the minute, the proposal was rejected. 
4t this point lain Murdoch quoted "that the Forum should not 
jet bogged down and that a resolution is required to remove 
41 personal attacks on any member. At this point heated 
jiscussion took place with members. 

2arole Foley expressed her view that the last meeting was in 
ier opinion not constructive and that members were attending 
:hese meetings for a reason and will not always agree with 
zach other over issues. Carole also felt that it was time the 
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4. 

5. 

Forum moved away from this particular issue. 
Donna Morris requested that Paragraph 3 [item 141 from the 
previous minutes be removed in its entirety. The Chair 
intervened and asked if the minute was wrong, the response 
was no but additions to the minute was suggested to refute 
implied criticism and add balance, the Chair responded that 
minutes are not a literal record and if additions are to be 
continually added the minutes may never be accepted and the 
removal of a complete paragraph is not a minor amendment 
or alteration. A change would mean the paragraph would have 
to be re-considered if corrected by omission. 
At this point discussion took place around the constitution and 
other terms of reference. 
Following lengthy discussion between parties the Chair called 
for a vote on the issue, did not cast a vote, counted votes cast 
and stated content regarding having no casting vote. 
Following the Forum vote on this issue, it was agreed that 
paragraph 3 under item 14 of the minutes of the 18‘h February 
201 0 as follows: 

‘At this point Cllr Taggart commended Owen McAvoy on the work he has 
carried out for the Forum and commented, “previous to Owen taking up the 
position of Chair, the Forum was not so well structured’. Mary McNeil 
strongly objected to this remark and at this point left the meeting. Donna 
Morris requested that the attack on the previous Chair be noted in the 
minutes and expressed her dissatisfaction at Cllr Taggarts comments.’ 

be omitted in its entirety and replaced by the following; 

“In the interest of peace and unity, Forum members are committed to 
respect each other around the table”. 

Helen & Calder Cox resigned from the Forum. 
They left the meeting. 

Business Arising 

P.P.F. Feedback - Jane McMillan 

Jane informed members that the meeting had been cancelled 
and was re-scheduled to 23rd March 201 0. 

Yvonne Cameron was requested to send a copy of the Health 
sub-group report with the minutes. (Handout 5). 

Local Area Team - Feedback Stephen Brown 
Stephen reminded members that the L.A.P. meeting was in 
the near future and that a report would require to be submitted 
~y the Forum. Stephen agreed to assist members with the 
iorthcoming AGM (20th May 201 0). 

3onna Morris agreed to look out an electronic copy of the 
’ormer Forum leaflet and e-mail this to Stephen Brown. 
Stephen agreed to post a copy to J. McMillan and lain 
Vlu rdoch . 

Yvonne Cameron 

Stephen Brown 
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6. 

7. 

- 
B. 

Stephen agreed to send a copy of recent L.A.T. minutes to 
Owen McAvoy. 

Stephen will e-mail David Summers all future dates of the 
forthcoming L.A.P. meetings. 

Treasurer Report 

Barbara Vincent was not present at the meeting and logged 
her apologies for non-attendance. 

Yvonne Cameron was asked to circulate the Forum Financial 
Statement (Handout 7) with the minutes. 

Owen McAvoy confirmed that the CVSNL [VANL] secretariat 
support was to continue until the 31 st March 201 1. 

Carol Chamberlain posed a question to Owen McAvoy 
regarding the Forum laptop and printer obtained via the NHS 
locality budget. When asked how many laptops and printers 
the Forum should have Carol confirmed that the Forum had 1 
laptop and 1 printer from this budget. Owen confirmed the 
Forum treasurer has both the laptop and the printer and this 
fact had been recorded in previous Forum minutes. 

Owen McAvoy reminded members that the Forum volunteer 
expenses would require to be submitted urgently, in order 
that they are paid from this year's budget. 
Correspondence 

Owen McAvoy suggested he would bring up a few points at 
the next Fora Network meeting regarding clarification on what 
support Community Forums are to receive from CVSNL 
[VANL] and the level of photocopying of Minutes, Agenda and 
mailing items. Owen will bring information back to the next 
meeting of the Forum. 

Chairs Remarks 

No remarks were made by the Chair. 

Stephen Brown 

Stephen Brown 
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9. 

9a 

9b 

9c 

9d 

9e 

9f 

9g 

Other Competent Business 

Morene Simpson, Community Learning & Development 
introduced herself and informed members about the Youth 
Forum starting a music group in Newmains. 
Morene stated that the group would like/may attend a future 
meeting of the Forum. Morene further informed members that 
Community Learning & Development are now operating from 
Castlehill School. 
Stephen McKillop, also from Community Learning & 
Development, updated members on the Skateboard Park and 
the future plans of the Youth members. Stephen informed 
members that the group cannot have the land at the Sports 
Centre, Wishaw. Police risk assessment has been 
undertaken. The group are now looking at King George Field 
area [Wishaw] and Ravenscraig development land. 
Carol Ann Foley also suggested the group look at Beveridge 
Park. Members at this point discussed which other areas may 
be available or considered. 

Morene stated that she would be interested in joining with the 
Forum environmental sub group and asked if she could have 
a copy of the previous minutes. David Summers and Donna 
Morris also interested in assisting with this group. 
The Chair remarked that his proposal to expand the current 
Forum Beautiful Scotland sub group into a wider Forum 
environmental sub group role was tabled and rejected at the 
previous forum meeting on the 1 8‘h February 201 0. 

The Change Champion Event is scheduled for 1 Oth April 201 0, 
from 11 .OOam - 2.30pm. 

Terms of Reference 

To discuss terms of reference in greater detail, it was decided 
that a separate meeting take place. Owen asked if the Forum 
wished to meet in April to discuss terms of reference as there 
is no Forum meeting scheduled for April. 
Mary McNeil expressed her opinion that this would be a good 
opportunity to review what the Forum has achieved over the 
last year. lain Murdoch suggested that he meet with Owen, 
Stephen & Mary to discuss this item further. 

A meeting was scheduled to discuss the “Terms of Reference” 
on 22nd April 2010 at 7.00pm. Stephen Brown will check 
availability of premises and let members know. It was agreed 
that all Forum sub groups will require to have Terms of 
Reference authorised by the Wishaw, Murdostoun & Fortissat 
Community Forum. 
Owen reminded members of the various groups to send in 
written reports in order that the reports can be circulated and 
iabled at Forum meetings for discussion. 

Jean McMillan to contact Mary McNeil to arrange a suitable 
jate to look at wblicitv for the Forum. 

Stephen Brown 
Mary McNeil 

Stephen Brown 

Jean McMillan/ 
lMarv McNeil 
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11. 

The Forum authorised f260 from NHS locality Health Budget 
for the purchase of display boards to advertise the Forum and 
their sub group roles to a wider public audience at various 

North Lanarkshire Council Corporate Plan 

David Summers & 

The Forum is part & parcel to this plan. 

public display events to be held in the future. 
A f500 maximum figure was agreed for the purchase of 
display material. 

Donna Morris requested a Vote of thanks be given to the 
Chair. 
Donna Morris wished the Forum members to acknowledge the 
contribution which Carol Chamberlain the Public Health 
Practitioner has made to the Forum and how the Forum has 
appreciated her contribution. At this point Carol stated that 
she was very proud of the Forum and the work they had 
achieved over the years. 

Date of Next Forum Meeting 

A.G.M. 20th May 2010 
Social Work Office 

King Street - Wishaw 

News Updates 

Jane McMillan 

Stephen to 
confirm venue to 
Owen 

Kitchener Street - 9 letters of representation and a petition of 
144 signatures were received by NLC regarding the planning 
development application. 

Town Centre Regeneration- f2.74m budget allocated for 
regeneration and town centre projects within North 
Lanarkshire. At this point Cllr. Taggart informed members that 
North Lanarkshire Council had purchased the Volunteer 
Centre, Main Street, Wishaw with regeneration monies. 
The Chair confirmed the expenditures had been agreed at the 
previous LAP [Jan 20101 meeting and the matter of the 
property purchase was highlighted at the previous Forum 
meeting. 

Owen McAvoy circulated membership application/office 
bearer proposal and nomination forms to members for the 
forthcoming AGM. 
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