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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to inform the Partnership and Committee of the Wishaw Town Centre 
Action Plan and provide an update of the progress of the projects and initiatives. 

Context and Current Position 

The Wishaw Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005. It set the context for a multi-agency and 
wide ranging approach to delivering the regeneration process in Wishaw Town Centre. The 
Action Plan is progressing and evolving as projects are taken forward and opportunities 
arise. 

Work is continuing to progress on the development of the Wishaw Initiative. This Initiative 
will provide a framework for the delivery of projects by the Council and will incorporate the 
physical regeneration projects contained within the approved Action Plan. Projects within 
the Wishaw Initiative will be aimed at delivering improvements in areas such as Business 
Support, Training & Employment, Roads & Access, Public Realm, Development Sites, 
Town Centre Management and the Image of the Town Centre. A communication strategy is 
being developed to ensure ongoing and appropriate engagement with all relevant 
stakeholders. This will allow the Wishaw Initiative to be fully developed to generate a 
shared clear vision for Wishaw and will promote the positive changes programmed for the 
area. 

The following provides an update on the individual projects contained within Wishaw Town 
Centre Action Plan and also demonstrates the ongoing commitment that is being made 
through Environmental Services, Regeneration Services and Partner Agencies: 

Kitchener Street Link Road (Extension to Kitchener Street) 

Planning permission was granted for the Kitchener Street Link Road on 17 March 2010. 
The principle aim of the proposal is to accommodate the majority of traffic from Main Street 
to aid in making the Town Centre pedestrian friendly, public transport more efficient, 
servicing arrangements more effective and make the centre an attractive place to live, work 
and socialise. It is intended that contractors are appointed during the summer and works 
will commence on site in autumn 2010. 

The Council will continue to work with local residents to find appropriate access 
improvements. It should be noted however that these are not necessary to make the road 
comply with road safety guidelines and legislation. 
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In advance of the link road, improvements at the junction of Main Street and Dryburgh Road 
are currently underway. The improvement works are required as part of the extension to 
Kitchener Street but will also improve the traffic arrangements on Main Street. 

0 Road and Parking Improvements 

It is intended that town centre car parks will be reviewed and improvement works where 
required will be carried out to support the regeneration works planned for the Town Centre. 
This will be further supported by a North Lanarkshire car parking strategy. 

0 Back Court Improvement Initiative 

The appropriate planning and listed building consents have been secured for the next two 
phases of the Back Court Developments at areas to the rear of Russell StreeVMain Street 
and Kirk Road/Stewarton Street. The Scottish Government have confirmed the CPO and 
the Council are now progressing the final stage in the acquisition process. It is intended 
that the project will be delivered over 201 0/11. Detailed plans and tender documents are 
being prepared to move the project forward. In the meantime, the Council are undertaking 
clearance works to keep surfaces level, planting under control and the site clear of litter. 

The Council has commenced the process to acquire (either by voluntary acquisition or by 
promoting a CPO) the back court area to the rear of Kirk Road/Stewarton Street to enable 
the provision of parking, servicing area and landscaping. 

0 Hill Street - Phase 2 

The former Post Office in Wishaw, along with adjacent garden ground and a small gap site 
across the road have been combined to create a development site. Wishaw and District 
Housing Association have built 26 new flats in four blocks. The development is now 
complete and was formally opened by Councillor Pentland on 18 June 201 0. 

0 Streetscape Improvements - Main Street 

A streetscape improvement scheme is being progressed which will significantly enhance the 
pedestrian experience on Main Street between the West and East Cross and on important 
secondary streets. The indicative designs include focusing on the pedestrian as the key 
user of the commercial core. With regard to the streetscape, it is proposed to use high 
quality robust surface materials and street furniture and remove barriers to encourage 
greater pedestrian flow. This will improve the appearance and functionality of the whole of 
the town centre. The designs will also enhance the entrances to the town centre and the 
connections from the central retail core to the Train Station and surrounding areas. 

The Council has appointed consultants to prepare detailed designs, tender documents and 
to project manage the streetscape improvements. Consultants are now working towards 
completing the detailed design for consultation. As part of the contract, consultants have 
been asked to carry out consultation with key stakeholders including local businesses and 
the local community. There will be a number of opportunities for gathering comments and 
feedback on the designs during the detailed design stage. The Community Forum have set 
up a town centre sub-group to provide a mechanism for input to the project and to work with 
the Council on wider community engagement. 
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Town Centre Regeneration Fund 

Discussions are ongoing between all relevant partners, including Fusion Assets, regarding 
the future use of the various vacant sites around Wishaw which may benefit from Council 
intervention. 

North Lanarkshire Council were successful in securing €2,745,000 from the Town Centre 
Regeneration Fund. The bid was titled ‘Revitalising North Lanarkshire’s Town Centres’ and 
sought funding for all Town Centres. Discussions are being had to examine the 
opportunities this brings for the town centres and the potential delivery programme. 
Consultation will take place on the opportunities in due course. 

The Town Centre Regeneration Fund has been used to acquire two important buildings in 
the town centre. By taking ownership of the Anvil Building on Main Street, which houses 
the local First Stop Shop, and the former Volunteer Centre on the corner of Main Street and 
Kenilworth Avenue, the Council has gained an important foothold in the town centre. 

3 Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan. 

A 

PATRICK Krau)  
Head of Planning & Development 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lyndsay Noble on 01236 616 242 (28 June 2010) 
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