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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide committee with an update on the current position 
regarding proposals at the junction of A71 Horsley Brae and B7011 Brownlee Road near 
Garrion Bridge. 

Background 

Since the introduction of the second Garrion Bridge in 2002 traffic queues on A71 have, 
effectively, been transferred to the adjacent junctions at Brownlee Road and, in South 
Lanarkshire, A71/A72 Cornsilloch Brae roundabout. 

In 2006 North Lanarkshire Council engaged consultants to carry out Scottish Transport 
Appraisal Guidance (STAG) assessments, funded by Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 
(SPT), to identify potential solutions to the congestion at A71/Brownlee Road. These 
assessments considered a range of options which were the subject of stakeholder 
consultation and it was apparent that improvements at this junction alone would not achieve 
the desired outcomes. Accordingly the study was extended to include both Garrion Bridge 
and Cornsilloch Brae roundabout in South Lanarkshire (SLC). 

The resulting study report, discussed at a meeting on lgth May, 2010 with our partners SLC 
and SPT, recommended measures to tackle congestion at the three junctions. 

Proposals/Considerations 

The current proposals comprise :- 
e Queue detection (traffic signals) introduced on A71 and A72 at Cornsilloch Roundabout. 
0 Widening of A71 on its east side to incorporate right-turn storage north-bound on A71 at 

the B7011 Brownlee Road junction and an acceleration lane for traffic turning left from 
Brownlee Road onto A71 
Banned right turn movement from B7011 Brownlee Road. 
Consider options for revised priorities at Garrion Bridge. 

0 
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In pursuing these proposals it should be noted that:- 
a) 
b) 

the widening of A71 will require the acquisition of additional land, possibly by C.P.O. 
the chosen scheme would produce short and medium term reductions in congestion up 
to around 2019 and is considered the best option in terms of the balance between cost 
and effectiveness. 
at present no funding has been identified to implement the scheme while f35K 
provided by SPT will allow further design work to be progressed by SLC. 
due to the foregoing it is not anticipated that any aspect of the scheme will be 
implemented in the current financial year and will ultimately depend on land acquisition 
and funding. 

c) 

d) 



e) these proposals deal only with local congestion affecting the junctions in question and 
are not intended to deal with wider issues such as traffic generation from the New 
Communities site at Waterloo which will have its own transport assessment 
undertaken. 

3.3 Actions taking place over the summer months will include:- 
a) 
b) 
c) 

potential land costs will be sought from NLC's Property Services. 
more detailed designs and cost estimates, which will be carried out by SLC 
examination of potential funding with our partners SLC and SPT as well as from other 
agencies such as Sustrans. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 At this stage there are no Corporate Considerations although, if implemented, the scheme 
would reduce journey times on, and increase the efficiency of, the road network to the 
general improvement of transport sustainability in both council areas. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 Committee is asked to note the contents of this report and note that further reports will be 
brought to committee in due course 

GRAHAM MACKAY 
Head of Roads & Transportation 
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on 01698 274205 (22nd June, 2010) 


