
Community Forum 
Minutes 

Date of Meeting : 24'h June 2010 Venue: Social Work Off ice, 
King Street, 
Wishaw. 

No. 

2. 

Item 
Present : 

M. McNeil; M. Simpson; Cllr. J. Taggart; I. Murdoch; J. 
McMillan; H. McMillan; D. Summers; B. McGhee; 
Cllr. R. McKendrick; J. Glen; E. McLean; A. Scott; 

In attendance: R. Griffith, Community Engagement Officer. 
A. Brown, NHSL 
J. Bremner, VANL Minutes. 

Introduction & Sederunt: 
The Chair (Mary McNeill) welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and informed forum members that following on from the 
AGM, she would be taking up the position of interim 
chairperson. She also informed forum members about a 
meeting she had with R Griffiths - Community Engagement 
Officer, A Brown and R Robertson from NHS after the AGM. 
The purpose of which was to set the agenda for tonight's 
meeting. It was agreed that due to changes in the health 
agenda it was useful to have a presentation from A Brown 
who has recently moved to the Wishaw locality and also R 
Griffiths who is now the Community Engagement officer for 
the Wishaw Community Forum. 

Apologies: 

F. Cain; D. Gray; E. McAlpine; A. Paton; C. Foley. 

Action 

i o  



~ 

3. 

- 

4. 

- 
5. 

Minutes of the previous meeting - 18fh March 2010 

Proposed : J McMillan 
Seconded : D Summers 

Amendments from previous minutes : 

Page 2, Item 11 - J McMillan stated that I Murdoch was the 
only representative from the Health Sub group to attend the 
terms of reference meeting arranged by Stephen Brown. She 
also stated that Carole Ann Foley's name was noted wrong. 

Page 3, Item 5 - J McMillan stated that she had not received 
a copy of the forum leaflet from Stephen Brown. Roslyn 
Griffith said she would action this. 

Page 5, Item 9 - Morene Simpson wanted it noted that the 
minutes mentioned Stephen McKillop from Community 
Learning & Development when it was actually Bobby 
McKillop. This was noted. 

Business Arising 
No other Business arising 

Overview of Roles & Responsibilities 

0 Presentation by Roslyn Griffith - Community 
Engagement Officer 

Roslyn went through her presentation highlighting the work of 
forum so far and the role the Community Engagement Officer 
which includes feeding back issues and concerns to the 
relevant NLC departments and LAT teams. 

Roslyn then went on to give information on the 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plans and informed forum 
members that the plan was currently being reviewed. She 
then gave examples of improvements in the Wishaw Locality 
area which were included in the latest plan. Also included in 
the plan were actions from the Wishaw Community Forum 
Development Plan. Roslyn also highlighted the need to get 
more people on the forum. Forum members had a 
discussion regarding potential members that had been 
approached and invited to join the forum. 

There was also a discussion regarding the Forum 
Development Plan and the need to update. Roslyn 
suggested that the forum start to look at this at the start of 
next year to ensure something was in place for 201 2, which is 
when the current plan ends. 

The constitution was also discussed and Roslyn also 
suggested reviewing this at some point to ensure it is meeting 
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the needs of the existing forum. 

A promotion strategy was also discussed and the suggestion 
of having regular features in the North Lanarkshire news. 
Some members stated that they did not receive copies of the 
publication. Roslyn asked them to forward their postcodes to 
her and she would inform the relevant NLC departments. 

The presentation concluded with forum members highlighting 
current issues in the area which included: 

0 Fire raising in Shotts and Newmains. Roslyn 
informed forum members that this is a current big 
issue and that the fire service has been going into 
school to raise awareness. 

0 Grass cutting and the issue of areas not being tidied 
up after NLC have cut the grass. Roslyn would bring 
this to the attention of environmental services 

M. McNeil thanked Roslyn for her presentation and 
introduced the next speaker. 

0 Annette Brown - Health Improvement Senior 
W is haw Locality 

Annette went through her presentation which included 
information on the new structure of the health improvement 
team and the role of the health improvement teams in the 
localities. Annette then highlighted the Health Improvement 
Teams current target areas which included: Alcohol, 
Smoking, Immunisations, Dental Health, Coronary Heart 
Disease; Suicide and Breastfeeding. Annette gave an 
example of a successful breastfeeding initiative in the 
Wishaw area, which has been a model for initiatives in other 
localities. 

Annette concluded by giving information on the current work 
streams which included Healthy Living initiatives, Community 
Engagement (Community Fora Health sub groups), Locality 
demographics and mapping of services. 

Annette then asked if there were any questions? The 
following were asked: 

I Murdoch asked why drugs were not part of the 
current targets, due to this being an ongoing issue. 
Annette informed him that this comes under health 
promotions. 

B. Vincent asked if there was anything going on to 
combat smoking in schools. Annette informed her 
that initiatives are currently going on. 

Cllr McKendrick asked about the uptake on bowel 
screening. Annette informed him that she did not 
have that information to hand and would get it to him. 

rhere was a discussion regarding funding for breastfeeding 
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initiatives and forum members were informed that there was 
NHS funding available for this. 

At this point M.McNeill stressed that there was a lot of hidden 
cuts in the health agenda and this included the lack of 
podiatry services in the NHS. This is a serious issue for 
people with health and mobility problems and some have to 
pay privately for this service. The issue was also raised 
regarding staff in nursing homes etc, being trained to provide 
this service. This is a concern as they do not have the 
intensive training and knowledge that qualified podiatrists 
have. 

At this point Annette drew the forum member’s attention to 
the paper detailing information the North CHP Community 
Engagement Fund and the processes and priorities of the 
fund. The fund has f 10,000 for the community engagement 
priorities and this would be available to the forum. 

B Vincent asked why the forum had no funding yet for travel 
expenses. Roslyn Griffiths informed her that the fund did not 
cover this expenditure and travel expenses would have to be 
paid out of forum funds. 

0 Review of Health Sub Group 

I Murdoch drew Forum member’s attention to the Health Sub 
Group minutes and gave an update of where they are at the 
moment. 

lan then asked for the forums approval to hold an 
information/health event sometime in the Autumn and invite 
groups and agencies in the area with a health remit, to come 
along and have information stands. There would also be the 
opportunity to have workshops to highlight the forums work in 
relation to health and how they are taking things forward. 
There was a discussion regarding who should be targeted to 
attend these events and the general consensus was that the 
public should be targeted to make them more aware of the 
forum and also to encourage more people to join the forum. 

Cllr’s McKendrick and Taggart said they would pass on 
details of groups in their area. R. Griffiths said she would 
also provide this information. M McNeil also suggested 
VANL‘s lnfobase for information on groups in the area. 

It was agreed for the event to go ahead and for the health 
sub group to work on arranging this. 

I Murdoch also asked for approval for the forum to support 
training sessions in Cambusnethan for suicide prevention 
workshops. 

At this point R Griffith informed the forum that they had been 
invited to attend a youth event in Gowkthrapple on 30th June 
and have asked the Forum for a donation to pay for the 
bouncy castle at the event. This would cost f 120. 
M. Simpson asked if forum members could not attend then 
she would pass on promotional materials to the event 

Health Sub Group 
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- 
6. 

7. 

organisers to ensure they are displayed on the day 

After discussion it was agreed to pay for the Bouncy Castle 
and also to pass on the forum promotional materials. J. 
McMillan said she would drop them off to Roslyn at the Chief 
Executives office. 

Review of Town Centre Sub group 

D Summers informed forum members that there has been no 
meeting of the group and therefore no update. M McNeill 
asked for a meeting of the sub group to be arranged soon. A 
Scott stated that NLC have been very LAX when dealing with 
the forum and Town Centre Sub group. It was agreed to 
arrange a meeting with the relevant NLC officers and also for 
Roslyn to bring this up at the next LAT meeting. 

At this point H McMillan extended a vote of thanks to the 
speakers. 

Treasurers Report & Update - B. Vincent 

The Forum Financial statement was circulated covering the 
period 1 st April to 31 st May 201 0. 

A grant of f 1000 was received from North Lanarkshire 
Council bringing the current balance to f 1530. 

Barbara asked that the change of signatory forms to be 
completed after the meeting. 

Correspondence 

M.McNeill distributed the AGM minutes and also a schedule 
of all forum meeting dates to avoid meeting clashes. 

Date of LAP meeting changed to 14'h July 201 0. 

Other Competent Business 

Sub Group -future meeting dates 
This will be discussed after the forum meeting. J 
McMillan introduced B. McGhee form Newmains who is 
interested in becoming a member of the environmental 
group. It was agreed to discuss this at a later date. 

Lottery Funding for Newmains 
There's a possibility that the forum could access funding 
form the Big Lottery Fund. This possibility will be 
investigated at a later date. 

0 Meeting Venue 
Roslyn has been in contact with VANL regarding hiring 
the church hall for their meetings and the possibility of 
negotiating a price. Discussion are ongoing this. 
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0 Pather Action Group 

M. Simpson gave an update on the group and their 
progress. They are interested in coming back onto the 
Forum. They are in the process of looking at a play 
project and have been working with Play services to 
identify a piece of land. 

At this point J McMillan introduced John Glen form the 
Access forum. John informed forum members of the 
Core Path Plan that is near completion and will be 
presented to the Scottish Government. 

M. McNeill closed the meeting by confirming the actions: 

Planning of Information/health event 

0 Review of Development Plan and constitution 

0 Post codes to Roslyn for delivery of North Lanarkshire 
News. 

0 Find out what events are coming up in the Wishaw, 
Murdostoun & Fortissat areas. 

0 Information of groups in Wishaw, Murdostoun & 
Fortissat areas. 

Date of Next Forum Meeting 

2gth July 2010 at 7pm. 
Venue to be confirmed. 

Health Sub Group 
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