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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to inform the Partnership and Committee of the Wishaw Town Centre 
Action Plan and provide an update of the progress of the projects and initiatives. 

Context and Current Position 

The Wishaw Town Centre Action plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005. It set the context for a multi-agency and 
wide ranging approach to delivering the regeneration process in Wishaw Town Centre. The 
Action Plan is progressing and evolving as projects are taken forward and opportunities 
arise. 

The following provides an update on the individual projects contained within Wishaw Town 
Centre Action Plan and demonstrates the ongoing commitment that is being made through 
Environmental Services and Partner Agencies: 

Kitchener Street Link Road (Extension to Kitchener Street) 

Planning permission was granted for the Kitchener Street Link Road on 17 March 2010. 
The principle aim of the proposal is to provide an alternative route for traffic to reduce the 
amount of vehicles on Main Street to aid in making the Town Centre pedestrian friendly, 
public transport more efficient, servicing arrangements more effective and make the centre 
an attractive place to live, work and socialise. 

Land Engineering (Scotland) Itd have been appointed to undertake the works associated 
with the Kitchener Street Road Link. The contract commenced on site on 25 April 201 1. 
The 20 week development programme has been designed to minimise the length and 
amount of disruption for traffic and residents. A letter has been issued to local residents 
providing information on the contractor, contact details and the work programme. The 
Council has also been in touch with local businesses to offer a private meeting to discuss 
the scope of the scheme in relation to their arrangements and ensure minimal impact. To 
date none of the businesses have met with the Council. 

The partnership and committee will see progress on site. The first phase of works 
comprises the improvements to the Dryburgh Road and Kitchener Street junction and 
related accommodation works and the initial setting out of the roundabout at Kenilworth 
Avenue. The current phasing of the work programme is being reviewed in light of additional 
service diversion requirements and traffic management arrangements. This will be reported 
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to local councillors, the local area team and community forum in due course. It is intended 
that the project will be complete by the next local area partnership meeting. 

0 Road and Parking Improvements 

Town centre car parks are being reviewed and where possible improvement works will be 
carried out to support the regeneration works planned for the Town Centre. 

0 Back Court improvement Initiative 

The back court to the rear of Russell Street and Main Street is now complete and 
operational. The local councillors have asked Planning and Development to review the 
project and address boundary treatments and examine the future use and condition of the 
pend that links the back court with the Main Street. This work is ongoing and will be 
reported to the local area partnership in due course. 

The Council has commenced the process to acquire (either by voluntary acquisition or by 
promoting a CPO) the back court area to the rear of Kirk RoadIStewarton Street to enable 
the provision of parking, servicing area and landscaping. 

0 Streetscape Improvements 

A streetscape improvement scheme is being progressed which will significantly enhance the 
pedestrian experience on Main Street between the West and East Cross and on important 
secondary streets. The designs include focusing on the pedestrian as the key user of the 
commercial core. With regard to the streetscape, it is proposed to use high quality robust 
surface materials and street furniture and remove barriers to encourage greater pedestrian 
flow. This will improve the appearance and functionality of the whole of the town centre. 

The Council has appointed consultants to prepare detailed designs, tender documents and 
to project manage the streetscape improvements. Consultation has now taken place with 
key stakeholders in the Council, a number of external partners, local councillors and the 
community forum. In general, the scheme has been well received and comments from the 
consultation have been fed back to the consultants. The consultants are now working 
towards completing the detailed design for wider consultation. 

Due to the scale of the improvement works, contractors have to be appointed using the 
European Journal. This lengthy procurement process has been commenced and it is 
intended that contractors will be appointed during August 201 1. This is with the view that 
works can commence on site during September 201 1. 

During this procurement process, consultation will continue to take place with the Local 
Area Partnership, local members, partners, businesses and town centre users. 

The Council are leasing an office at 232 Main Street to establish a base for the contractor, 
consultants and council staff involved in the streetscape improvement project. This 
provides an opportunity for residents and businesses to ‘drop in’ and get information on the 
project, to make comments on the works and also have any issues addressed as they arise. 
This should allow the contractor and the council officers to react quicker and resolve any 
issues timeously. This has been supported by local councillors and partners and the 
community forum. 
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3.1 

Town Centre Action Plans 

The proposed approach to the development of a set of Frameworks for growth and change 
of North Lanarkshire’s Town Centres is currently being discussed. Further updates on this 
matter will be provided to the Local Area Partnership at future meetings. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lyndsay Noble on 01236 616 242 (15 June 2011) 
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