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Introduction 

At the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 10 April 2001, arising from the report by 
the Area Housing Officer, reference was made to what was seen as being a local issue of certain 
private sector finance advisers giving the impression to tenants that there may be only limited 
opportunities left available to purchase their Council houses under the statutory Right to Buy 
scheme, at least at current discount levels. 

Legislative Proposals - 

The apparent background is the proposals by the Scottish Executive in terms of its Housing Bill to 
make a number of changes to the discount structure in terms of the Right to Buy scheme. In 
particular the Bill which has been introduced in the Scottish Parliament proposes that the present 
right to buy after two years continuous occupation as tenant with discount arrangements of:- 
0 30 per cent for a house with an additional 1 per for each year of relevant occupation up to a 

maximum of 60 per cent; 
0 40 per cent for a flat with an additional 2 per cent for each year of relevant occupation up to a 

maximum of 70 per cent 
(Capped only by cost floor spending on repair and improvement) 
be altered with the effect that the right to buy will be after five years continuous occupation as 
tenant and discount entitlement will change to remove the distinction between houses and flats with 
minimum discount entitled of 20 per cent with 2 per cent for each additional year up to a maximum 
of 50 per cent (Capped at €20,000) 

However the Bill also makes clear that these changed discount arrangements apply only in respect 
of tenants who did not, before the Bill becomes law, have the right to buy and all tenants entering 
into new tenancies. They do not alter the discount or right to buy entitlements of current tenants: 
and tenants who currentIy have secure tenancies will continue to have the same discount rates even 
after the passage of the Bill into law as they have at the present time. 

Information to Tenants 

As a result of the concern expressed, arrangements have been made with the Scottish Executive to 
clarify the information available to purchasing tenants and, in particular, a form containing the 
following wording is now being issued by the Administration Department (Legal Services) along 
with the acknowledgement of all Right to Buy application forms received from tenants:- 

“It has come to the attention of the Council that recent applications may have been made based on 
a misunderstanding of the Scottish Executive’s intention behind the current Housing (Scotland) 
Bill. 
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The Scottish Executive’s position is that “In general, tenants who currently have the right ‘to buy 
will continue to do so on existing terms until their tenancy comes to an end”. (Taken from the 
Scottish Executive’s Explanatory Notes to the Housing (Scotland) Bill). 

If your application is being made based on belief or information that tenants are to lose their right 
to buy you can withdraw your application by requesting to do so in writing. If you have any doubt 
as to the position or require further information you should contact the Scottish executive on 0131 
244 5579.” 

3.2 This specific text has been agreed with the Scottish Executive who, it will be noted, have agreed to 
set up an information line. 

3.3 Arrangements have been made for further distribution of this information with the Director of 
Housing and Property Services by way, for instance, of notices at Area Offices. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 That the supplementary information being made available to tenants who apply through the “Right 
to Buy” scheme be noted. 
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