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INTRODUCTION 

At a recent meefig of the Airdrie Community Fonun, clarification was sought regarding the 
Council’s Void Letting Initiative, the purpose of this report therefore is to outline the 
background to the Initiative and report on progress to date. 

BACKGROUND 

Void (empty) properties are a source of lost rental income to the Council, and in the case of 
long-term void properties, have a significant impact upon neighbouring properties due to the 
vandalism and general anti-social problems which they attract. Long-term voids also have an 
impact on the wider area in which they are situated making the area less attractive to 
prospective tenants, increasing the potential for further long-term voids, and t h ~ s  is clearly 
evidenced by the increase in long-term voids in particular areas within Airdrie and the villages. 

In recognition of the high level of long-term void properties throughout North Lanarkshe, an 
action plan was developed by the Housing and Property Services Department in April, 2000, to 
reduce the number of long-term voids, and the Void Letting Initiative was introduced. The 
Void Letting Initiative consists of a team of Officers dedicated to the task of allocating long- 
term and potential long-term void properties, by means of hgh  profile advertising of 
properties and a co-ordinated approach in terms of the allocation and follow up Estate 
Management procedures. 

The criteria used in the allocation of these properties is of course in accordance with the 
Council’s Allocation Policy, as such properties are allocated across all categories of applicants 
i.e. tenants and non-tenants, and not to one specific group of applicants. 

CLXRENT POSITION 

There are currently a total of 20 long-term voids in Airdrie and the surrounding villages as 
against 55 when the Initiative was introduced, 16 of these properties have been matched to 
prospective tenants and are undergoing repair, leaving only 4 still to be matched. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

4.1 The Void Letting Initiative has therefore been successful in reducing the number of long-term 
voids in Airdne and the villages thus reducing the levels of vandalism and anti-social problems 
withm housing estates. 

4.2 The Initiative will of course continue to operate in respect of the allocation of future void 
properties, and in regard to raising the Estate Management profile to address the problems 
which give rise to the high turnover of voids in the identified areas. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 It is recommended that Committee note the content of this report. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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