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SPECIAL BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA - 25 October 2005 

Bellshill Cultural Centre, John Street, Bellshill, 25 October 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Special Meeting of the BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Gorman (Convener); Councillors Burrows, Lyle, McKeown and Saunders. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Gorman (Convener) presided. 

IN ATENDANCE 

The Corporate Freedom of Information Officer, Administration Department; Local Regeneration Manager, Chief 
Executive’s Department; Quality Improvement Officer, Education Department, and Head of Roads and 
Transportation, Planning and Environment Department. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

Inspector Black, Strathclyde Police, A. Graham, Head of Service, Lanarkshire Joint Valuation Board, and W. Foy 
and T. Leggate, Bellshill and District Community Forum. 

APOLOGY 

Councillor McCabe. 

BELLSHlLL TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

1. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 September 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 17 October 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the ongoing status of the Bellshill Town Centre Action Plan; (2) outlining 
the efforts being made to overcome difficulties and move the project to construction stage, and (3) 
informing of the progress being made through re-programming, to advance the delivery of the 
Phase 1 works to the earliest possible date in 2006. 

The Convener then welcomed to the meeting Mr. Jim Watson, Head of Roads and Transportation, 
Department of Planning and Environment who gave a supplementary presentation on the current 
status of the Bellshill Town Centre Action Plan. 

The Head of Roads and Transportation (1) outlined the full history, background and reasons for the 
delays in the implementation of the Bellshill Town Centre Action Plan; (2) referred to the objectives of 
the Action Plan, namely, to (a) minimise unnecessary traffic movements and reduce congestion; (b) 
optimise parking; (c) enhance the pedestrian environment; (d) improve the operation of public 
transport, and (e) improve road safety; (3) commented on the benefits of the preferred option on Main 
Street and in the Town Centre generally, which would include an increase in the capacity of the 
congested North RoadlGartcosh Walk Roundabout, and would address road safety and access 
issues in Orbiston and Locket Yett; (4) advised on the current position regarding the Action Plan, and 
(5) detailed the timescale for key actions to be taken to advance the delivery of the Phase 1 works to 
the earliest possible date in 2006. 

Thereon, the Head of Roads and Transportation responded to the Elected Members and Community 
representatives questions. 
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SPECIAL BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA - 25 October 2005 

Decided: 

(1) that'the report by the Director of Planning and Environment be noted, and 

(2) that the Head of Roads and Transportation be thanked for his presentation, and that the 
presentation be noted. 

The Convener, being of the view that the following item was competent, relevant and urgent, 
authorised its consideration. 

BELLSHILL TOWN CENTRE - LEVEL OF RATES 

2. The Convener welcomed to the meeting Mr. Alex Graham, Head of Service, Lanarkshire Joint 
Valuation Board. 

. 

Mr. Graham outlined the criteria to which the Joint Valuation Board adhere when setting the level of 
rates for shops and premises within the Bellshill Town Centre. 

Thereon, Mr. Graham responded to Elected Members and Community representative questions. 

Decided: that Mr. Graham be thanked for his presentation, and that the presentation be noted. 



BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA - I 0  November 2005 

Frank Ferguson Centre, Motherwell Road, Bellshill, 10 November 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Gorman (Convener); Councillors Burrows, J. Coyle, Curran, Lafferty, Lyle, H. McGuigan, McKeown 
and Saunders. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Gorman (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Corporate Freedom of Information Officer, Administration Department; Local Regeneration Manager, Chief 
Executive’s Department; Open Spaces and Cemeteries Manager, Community Services Department and 
Planning Officer, Planning and Environment Department. 

APOLOGY 

Councillor McCabe. 

BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE MINUTE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Bellshill and District Area Committee held on 
8 September 2005. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be noted. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES - BELLSHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Bellshill Community Council held on 15 June 
and 21 September 2005. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be noted 

COMMUNITY FORUM - UPDATE 

3. There was submitted a report dated 24 October 2005 by the Director of Community Services (1) 
advising that the Bellshill and District Community Forum had held its most recent meeting on 
20 October 2005, and (2) enclosing, as an attachment to the report, the Minute of that meeting. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 
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GOOD NEWS 

4. There was submitted a report dated 22 September 2005 by the Director of Community Services 
advising of various “Good News” stories within the Department of Community Services. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

COMMUNITY REGENERATION PROGRESS REPORT 

5. With reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 14 June 2005, there was submitted a report dated 26 October 2005 by the Chief Executive (1) 
advising on the progress made by the Community Regeneration Unit on the establishment of Local 
Area Partnerships and the development of a Neighbourhood Improvement Plan; (2) informing (a) that 
a programme of ward visits had identified a number of issues which will be addressed with Council 
departments and partner agencies, and (b) that local area teams made up of Council officers and 
partner agencies will work to develop the local area partnership and contribute to the development of 
the Neighbourhood Plan; (3) outlining proposals (a) to hold a series of meetings in relation to current 
service delivery issues, development proposals and opportunities for partnership working, and (b) to 
build upon the work currently being undertaken with the local Community Forum to promote wider 
community involvement and develop a partnership structure to link into the Area Committee/Local 
Area Partnershp Framework, and (4) indicating that further reports on the development of the 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plans would be submitted to future meetings of the Area Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that a special meeting of the Bellshill and District Area Committee be convened in January 
2006 to consider the progress being made on the development of Neighbourhood 
Improvement Plans, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

POLICE UPDATE 

6. The Convener advised that Sergeant Andy Munro had been unable to attend the Committee meeting 
due to other work commitments. 

Decided: the Committee noted the position. 

SMALL COMMUNITIES PROJECTS 

7. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 September 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 October 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the progress made on projects relating to the Small Communities 
Programme within the Bellshill and District area; (2) outlining in the Appendix to the report, an update 
of all projects put forward to date, and (3) intimating that the projects within the Bellshill and District 
area are scheduled to begin on a phased basis in November 2005, with a contract period of 
12 weeks. 

Decided: that the progress made on delivering Small Communities Projects in the Bellshill and 
District Area be noted. 
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