
AGENDA ITEM No..d-, 
BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA - 26 January2006 

Burnhead Community Centre, Burnhead Street, Viewpark, 26 January 2006 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Gorman (Convener); Councillors Burrows, J. Coyle, Lyle, McCabe, McKeown and Saunders. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Gorman (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Corporate Freedom of Information Officer, Administration Department; Local Regeneration Manager, Chief 
Executive’s Department; Open Spaces and Cemeteries Manager, Community Services Department; Director of 
Finance; Area Housing Manager, Housing and Property Services Department; Quality Improvement Officer - Art 
and Design, Education Department, and Development Services Team Leader, Planning and Environment 
Department. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

C. Cunningham, General Manager, Motherwell Local Health Care Co-operative; Sergeant Irvine, Strathclyde 
Police; R. Byme, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue and W. Baker, W. Foy and T. Leggate, Bellshill and District 
Community Forum. 

APOLOGY 

Councillor Curran 

BUDGET CONSULTATION - SETTING OF THE COUNCIL TAX AND THE GENERAL REVENUE 
BUDGET FOR 2006/2007 

1. The Director of Finance provided a presentation on the Council’s budget process which would form 
the level of Council Tax set in North Lanarkshire and advised of (1) the Council’s income and 
expenditure position for 2006/2007; (2) cost pressures facing the Council, and (3) the Council meeting 
scheduled for 9 February 2006 to set spending plans and Council Tax levels for 2006/2007. 

Decided: that the Director of Finance be thanked for his presentation, and that the presentation 
be noted. 

BELLSHILL AND DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Bellshill and District Area Committee held on 
25 October and 10 November 2005. 

Thereon, the Local Regeneration Manager was heard in regard to the development of Neighbourhood 
Improvement Plans. 
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Decided: 

(1) that immediately prior to the next meeting of the Area Committee scheduled for 23 March 
2006, arrangements be made to enable the Members of the Area Committee to examine in 
more detail the development of the Neighbourhood Improvement Plans, and 

(2) that the terms of the Minutes be noted. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES - BELLSHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Bellshill Community Council held on 
19 October and 16 November 2005. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be noted. 

COMMUNITY FORUM - UPDATE 

4. There was submitted a report dated 19 January 2006 by the Director of Community Services (1) 
advising that the Bellshill and District Community Forum had held its most recent meeting on 
12 January 2006, and (2) enclosing, as an attachment to the report, the Minute of that meeting. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

5. There was submitted a report dated 24 November 2005 by the Director of Community Services 
advising of various “Good News” stories within the Department of Community Services. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

POLICE UPDATE 

6. Sergeant Irvine, Bellshill ‘ND’ Sub-Division, Strathclyde Police provided the Committee with an oral 
update on (1) crime within the Bellshill and District area, with particular emphasis on youth disorder, 
vandalism and house break-ins, and the measures being taken to counteract crime; (2) the operation 
of the Anti-Vandalism Initiative, Festive Action Plan, Care of Victims of Violent Crime and the Parental 
Alert Scheme, and (3) the progress of the ongoing operation to target premises in relation to the sale 
of alcohol to people who were under age and under age drinking in general. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIPS 

7. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 22 November 2005, when that Committee, having considered a report dated 15 November 
2005 by the Chief Executive seeking approval for a range of actions to support the development of six 
Local Area Partnerships in North Lanarkshire, had, inter alia, approved (1) the establishment of Local 
Area Partnerships, as proposed in the report; (2) the revised Terms of Reference for Area 
Committees and Local Area Partnerships, as detailed in, respectively, Appendices 1 and 2 to the 
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report, and (3) the membership of Local Area Partnerships and Local Area Teams, as detailed in 
Appendix 3 to the report, the Committee considered the report. 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted 

COMMUNITY REGENERATION UNIT WARD VISITS: COMMON ISSUES 

8. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 November 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 January 2006 by the Chief Executive (1) 
advising on the outcome of the programme of ward visits arranged as part of the process for 
developing a Regeneration Strategy in North Lanarkshire; (2) listing in Appendix 1 to the report 
common issues identified during the ward visits, and (3) outlining proposals for the facilitation of 
workshop sessions by the Community Regeneration Unit in relation to (a) Estate Management; (b) 
Youth Services, and (c) Land and Building Ownership. 

Decided: 

(1) that the list of common issues arising from the ward visit, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
report, be noted; 

(2) that for its interest, the Committee approve the facilitation of a series of workshop sessions by 
the Community Regeneration Unit in relation to the issues highlighted in paragraph 3.2 of the 
report, and 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

SMALL COMMUNITIES PROJECTS 

9. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 November 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 January 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the progress made on projects relating to the Small Communities 
Programme within the Bellshill and District area; (2) providing in the Appendix to the report, a 
progress update on all projects put forward to date, and (3) intimating that the projects within the 
Bellshill and District area had commenced on a phased basis on 16 January 2006, with an anticipated 
contract period of 12 weeks. 

Decided: that the progress made on delivering Small Communities Projects in the Bellshill and 
District area be noted. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN LOCAL HEALTH AND CARE SERVICES 

10. The Convener welcomed to the meeting Mr. Craig Cunningham, General Manager, Motherwell Local 
Health Care Co-operative who gave a presentation on the developments in local health and care 
services within the Bellshill and District area. 

Mr. Cunningham (1) advised that the Motherwell Local Health Care Co-operative (LHCC) had been 
established in June 1999 and encompassed the areas of Bellshill and Viewpark; (2) highlighted the 
changes in Motherwell LHCC’s dimensions since 1999; (3) outlined the strategic aims of NHS 
Lanarkshire as part of the “A Picture of Health” process which was being used to shape future health 
services; (4) commented on the work of the “Eva Project“; (5) provided population statistics; (6) 
referred to the new Diabetes Support Service and improved GP waiting times, and (7) detailed the 
new challenges facing the Health Service. 
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After a question and answer session, the Convener thanked Mr. Cunningham for his informative 
presentation. 

Decided: that the presentation be noted. 

VALEDICTORY REMARKS 

The Convener announced that this would be the last meeting attended by Craig Cunningham, Motherwell 
LHCC who would be leaving to take up a new post in East Kilbride LHCC, and extended his thanks to him for 
his input to the work of the Area Committee. 
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