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1. 

2. 

3. 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of current 'good news' stories within the 
department. 

GOOD NEWS ITEMS 

A list of the current 'good news' stories is attached as appendix 1. 

RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That members note the report. 

There are no background papers relevant to this report 
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1. DEPARTMENTAL 

1.1 Trvst Pool Launched 

The Tryst Swimming Pool was officially opened with a launch at the end of January. 
Youngsters from Cumbernauld Swimming Club and Cumbernauld Primary School 
showcased their talent at the event which was also attended by elected members. 

The new facilities are a result of a f2  million investment - jointly funded by the Council 
and sportscotland. The new lease of life for the Sports Centre wet-side includes a 
completely re-modelled Health Suite, new water filtration equipment, new roof and ceiling 
work, and extensive re-tiling. 

The investment is the latest in a long line of improvements at the Tryst, which have 
included an extensively equipped gym, in addition to refurbished squash courts, sports 
hall floor, changing rooms, reception and cafe areas. 

1.2 Motherwell Theatre Investment 

This year's pantomime at Motherwell Theatre proved to be a resounding success yet 
again, enhancing the Theatre's reputation in North Lanarkshire and beyond. Following on 
from this, f150,OOO has been invested, upgrading the facility and bringing it into the 21" 
century . 

Improvements include new blinds, flooring, seats, lighting, stage curtains and a host of 
other behind-the-scenes materials that contribute to the first major facelift since 1987. 

2. LIBRARIES & INFORMATION 

2.1 Vubis Smart Svstem introduced 

The Libraries and Information Section is the latest UK library service to sign up to Geac 
Software Solutions' Vubis Smart Information Management System. Vubis Smart was 
selected after an extensive period of evaluation of six shortlisted suppliers. 

The section has purchased a 220 staff user system covering cataloguing, circulation, 
acquisitions, serials and management reporting, plus Web OPAC licence for public use. It 
will be used in all 24 libraries, and six mobile libraries, to support the management of 
books, periodicals, CDs, cassettes, computer software and hardware, videos and DVDs 
for loan. 

2.2 ECDL opportunitv at Library 

The Libraries and Information Section has recently launched a range of new online 
learning materials to help people in the area achieve the European Computer Driving 
Licence. The ECDL is a European wide qualification that is recognised by most employers 
and is seen as a useful tool in getting a job or moving on to a better one. 

The course materials are free to anyone living, or working in full time employment, in 
North Lanarkshire. They are easy to use, and can be accessed on the internet, which 
means those going through the qualification can do so from home, work or the library. 
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3 COMMUNITY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT 

3.1 Workshop Presentation 

The Department was recently represented at a prestigious conference in Kilmarnock. The 
Scottish Network for Parental Involvement event gave an opportunity for CL&D staff to 
present a workshop on Technobags, a project developed in partnership with Orbiston 
Nursery School, Bellshill. 

The themed Technobags all contain a main toy, book, challenge card, another toy which 
is safe for children to play with, and various materials needed to carry out the challenges. 
The main aims of the project are to raise parents’ awareness of technological concepts 
and to encourage them to have fun playing with their children at home. The workshop was 
well attended and received praise for its content. 

3.2 Number Skills 

A group of 10 unemployed young people have improved their writing and number skills 
thanks to a unique pilot project with Motherwell Football Club. The young people 
successfully completed the programme, ‘Give Learning A Sporting Chance’, which was 
run in partnership between the Club and the North Lanarkshire Adult Literacy and 
Numeracy Team. 

The project was sponsored by the Scottish Adult Learning Partnership and the recently 
launched Routes to Health project. Throughout the programme each session included 
input from club staff, a literacy session to reinforce the topics covered by the club, a 
coaching session and lunch with the players. 

The coaching was provided by Bobby Jenks, the SFA Community Coach at Motherwell 
Football Club and the literacy support was provided by Pauline Russell a support worker 
with the adult literacy team. ‘Well manager Terry Butcher was on hand to congratulate the 
young people on the completion of the course and also presented them with a certificate 
to mark their achievements. 

3.3 Princes Trust XL 

The Princes Trust XL programme is delivered at Bellshill Academy to create opportunities 
for pupils to enhance their personal and interpersonal skills. As part of the programme, 
pupils were required to undertake an enterprise project, working through materials on 
setting up a company and committee, finance procedures and marketing strategies. 

This proved to a huge success and an excellent example of how Community Learning & 
Development works within secondary school and how using an innovative approach can 
raise the potential of young people at risk of under achieving. The pupils set up a car 
wash company and managed to make f70 in just four weeks - feedback was very positive 
and testament to the effort and commitment of the young people. 

4. CREATIVE SERVICES 

4.1 Mini-Groove Live Launched 

Bellshill Cultural Centre recently hosted the launch of Mini Groove Live to celebrate the ISt 
birthday of the Groove Magazine and Website. Groove is an audience development 
initiative which was developed to increase participation in the arts for young people aged 
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12-25 years old. Since its inception it has been a huge success and it will return this year 
looking to further improve its reputation. 

The event proved a great success with special guests Serpico, The Rodents and Fraser 
Thomson from XFM Scotland providing the entertainment. The festival will be in venues 
and schools throughout North Lanarkshire including Motherwell Concert Hall and Theatre, 
Cumbernauld Theatre, Pather Artworks, @ Home Centre, Summerlee Heritage Centre 
and many more. 

5 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE & ESTATES 

5.1 Future is brinht for New Apprentices 

The future for 10 young people is looking bright after they were accepted onto the 
Community Services’ Apprentice Programme. Six of the boys will be trained as 
apprentices in Grounds Maintenance & Estates with the remaining four plying their trade 
in the Transport Section. 

The programme is highly regarded throughout North Lanarkshire with hundreds of young 
hopefuls applying for inclusion each year. 

The Grounds Maintenance & Estates recruitment and training programme for young 
people has been running since 2002 and started off with an intake of three 16-18 year 
olds. Each year since then the intake has been increased to six apprentices, all of who are 
resident in North Lanarkshire. All apprentices who complete the training are invited to 
apply for vacancies within the section, helping to ensure new skills come back into the 
section. 
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