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Programme 

Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report seeks to advise Committee of the investment and improvements proposed 
through the Planning & Environment Department’s Small Communities Programme in 
2006/07. 

1.2 In addition the report will outline the role that the Local Area Partnerships (LAP) will have 
in delivering the Small Communities Programme and the support from the Local 
Development Budget element of the Community Regeneration Fund. This will assist in 
building strong and sustainable communities, recognising that physical and environmental 
regeneration can directly improve quality of life. 

Background 

2.1 The Area Committee of March 23, 2006 was informed about the successful delivery of the 
Small Communities Programme through 200516 and that increased funding would be 
available to the Planning & Environment in 2006/7 for the specific purpose of delivering 
small-scale environmental and physical improvement works. 

2.2 However, in addition to the commitment of North Lanarkshire Council through its Capital 
Programme, the Small Communities Programme in 2006/7 will be supported by the 
agencies involved in delivering the Regeneration Outcome Agreement across North 
Lanarkshire, so that additional focus can be given to Datazone Areas. 

2.3 In this respect while some f250,000 has been committed through the Small Communities 
Programme for the Bellshill Area, this money will be augmented by funding for Datazone 
Areas directly through the Community Regeneration Fund or through coordinating the 
investment of partner agencies and departments active within the Area Partnerships. 

2.4 With regard to the Bellshill area it is anticipated that a further f144,OOO will be provided 
through the Community Regeneration Fund that will be used to support the Small 
Communities Programme in datazones. This sum is based on the percentage of datazone 
residents within each LAP boundary. 

2.5 By committing to this partnership approach the Small Communities Programme with the 
input of the Community Regeneration Fund and other external funding secured will 
contribute towards the delivery of key Community Plan objectives. 



3. Small Communities Programme 

3.1 
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4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

The Small Communities Programme is an innovative process, which gives community 
groups. Members and the public the opportunity to suggest ideas for projects that will 
visually enhance public areas. 

At this stage, suggestions for projects have been raised through direct representations to 
the Council as well as through ward visits with members and issues raised by Community 
Groups. 

The assessment of the schemes is then coordinated through the Planning and 
Environment Department in full discussion with Area Teams against criteria previously 
agreed by Area Committees, the Economic Regeneration Committee and the Policy & 
Resources Committee. 

Thereafter the Area Committee are presented with the ideas that are considered 
deliverable in relation to the available budget and best value, thus allowing the Area 
Committees to not only suggest projects but also to sanction their implementation. 

To be eligible, projects should: 

have a direct, lasting and noticeable improvement to the appearance or ease of use 
of an area or street; 

0 be publicly visible and accessible; 

improve community safety; 

0 

0 have local support; 

0 

benefit a large number of people; 

supplement the operational programme of council departments; and 

be small and easy to implement. 

Each enhancement scheme will be designed to reflect the circumstances in the area. This 
will consider all aspects of environmental enhancement, such as installation of paths and 
signage, seating and railings, landscaping and art work. Larger projects may also be 
considered, although schemes of this nature would be undertaken in partnership with 
other funding mechanisms. 

Projects 

As a result of the assessment process, 11 projects have been identified within the Bellshill 
area and are outlined on the attached Appendix. These represent proposals that appear 
to be appropriate for delivery or support through the Small Communities Programme. 

This list may be amended as further consideration is given to the details and ease of 
implementation for each of the proposals. In this respect it is intended that the Local Area 
Partnership will be informed about new projects that are coming forward and adverse 
issues that may be affecting the delivery of existing schemes. 

The details of each of the proposals will be finalised over the next few months and 
discussed with local community groups, members and organisations prior to 



implementation to ensure that they are in keeping with local aspirations and objectives. 
The works and improvements will be delivered by NLC Grounds and Property 
Maintenance as well as through external commissions for design and contracts. 

4.4 The Small Communities Programme may be also used to support projects of partner 
Council departments and agencies that meet the Small Communities criteria. In any event 
each of the schemes will be delivered in line with the Council's Financial Regulations and 
Contract Standing Orders to ensure that the Council and its partners secure the best 
value from its investment. 

5 Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Small Communities Programme highlights the Council's commitment to 
neighbourhood regeneration and the value of the Local Area Partnerships. Not only will 
this improve the quality of the environment in communities across North Lanarkshire, but 
the quality of life for local residents will also be enhanced. 

Projects at a neighbourhood level offer the opportunity to address community needs and 
aspirations. Working with communities is essential in the development of sustainable 
environments. Without community involvement, support and participation, environmental 
improvements are unlikely to be well used or looked after by local residents. 

In addition there may also be scope to look at the potential for incorporating training 
programmes into the delivery of the projects. This would be delivered through the 
Environmental Task Force managed from within the Planning & Environment Department 
and would seek to deliver skills and training to local residents. 

5.2 

5.3 

6 Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee agree 

(i) that the projects listed in the attached Appendix 1 should be delivered or assisted by 
the Director of Planning & Environment through the Small Communities Programme in 
consultation with Local Area Partnerships. 

(ii) that the progress in delivering the projects or alterations to the programme be reported 
to future meetings of the Local Area Partnerships. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (1 7 May, 2006) 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Mary Hogg on 
01236 616247. 



APPENDIX: SMALL COMMUNITIES PROJECTS 

Sitekocation : 
c 

Old Edinburgh Road, 
Tannochside. 

Second Street, Sixth 
Street, Birkenshaw. 

The Gas Flats, Fallside. 

Douglas St, Bent Cres, 
Glenburn Cres, 
McCracken Dr, Myrtle Rd, 
Gala Day Park, Viewpark. 

Bellview Crescent, Nobles 
View, Braehead Drive, 
Bellshill. 

Opportunity for environmental improvements to areas of 
public open space within the general area which could 
benefit from landscaping and footpath works to improve its 
use and appearance 

Improve stepped pedestrian access leading from 
residential area into Retail Park, school and community 
open space facility. 
Formation of ramped access to ensure a more user- 
friendly access for disabled people and people with 
prams. 

0 Potential to improve appearance of open space areas 
throughout this Estate. 

0 Removal of inappropriate soft landscaping and kick rail 
metal fencing. 

0 Where appropriate the Installation of hard landscaping 
incorporating hard edging for soil retention. 

0 Improvements to an area of open spaces, landscaping 
and upgrading of existing footpath. 

0 Review of environmental improvements within this 
residential area. Previous environmental improvements to 
public spaces have been vandalised. 
Consultation with local residents to be undertaken to 
ascertain the form and governance of any future 
environmental improvements. 

0 

D Assess options and prepare designs for 
improvements the majority of works to be 
delivered through NLC. 

Community Regeneration Fund project. 
Small Communities Programme and 

Ownership needs to be determined and the 
works undertaken through NLC. 
Costs and preliminary designs options to be 
ascertained for this project, that would be 
funded through the Small Communities 
Programme and Community Regeneration 
Fund 

Costs and preliminary designs options to be 
ascertained 
Works undertaken through NLC 

Works to be undertaken through NLC 
Funded through Roads and Transportation 
Services, the Small Communities Programme 
and Community Regeneration Fund 

Cost and delivery programme to be agreed 
and funding identified through the Small 
Communities Programme and the 
Community Regeneration Fund. 



SiWLocation 

Kelvin Road, Bellshill. 

Rockburn Crescent, 
Bellshill. 

Napier Square, Bellshill. 

Beechwood Gardens, 
Rosevale, Glencalder, 
Mossend. 

Kirkhill Terrace, Newashill- 

Shirrel Burn Area, 
iolytown. 

Installation of permanent CCTV 
Small scale environmental Improvements to improve the 
appearance of the area. 

Erection of decorative metal fencing. This fencing is to 
complete environmental improvements works undertaken 
under the Small Communities Programme 2005/2006. 

0 Potential to upgrade area of open space which has been 
the focus for anti social behaviour. 
Consultation with local residents to be undertaken to 
ascertain the form of any future environmental 
imtxovements 
Potential for general environmental improvements to open 
space areas and footpaths. 

0 

0 

This project will involve work to the area surrounding the 
neighbourhood shopping centre within the village. 
Improvements to open space and the parkinglpedestrian 
areas will be delivered. 
Painting of shops to improve general appearance of the 
Neighbourhood Shopping Centre. 

0 

0 

Environmental improvements along the stretch of the 
burn. 
Opportunity to improve existing paths, landscaping and 
cleanup making the area safer and functional. 

0 Costs to be confirmed and funding identified 
through the Small Communities Programme 
and the Community Regeneration Fund. 
Ownership needs to be determined for 
environmental improvement works and the 
works undertaken through NLC. 
Costs to be confirmed and funding identified 
through the Small Communities Programme 
and the Community Regeneration Fund. 

Costs to be confirmed and funding identified 
through the Small Communities Programme 
and the Community Regeneration Fund. 

0 Works undertaken through NLC. 

0 Costs to be confirmed and funding identified 
through the Small Communities Programme 
and the Community Regeneration Fund. 

0 Works undertaken through NLC. 
0 This project being funded through the 

Community Regeneration Fund 
Neighbourhood Shopping Centre 
Regeneration Programme. 

0 Works to be carried out through funding from 
the Small Communities Programme and the 
Community Regeneration Fund. 


