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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Area Committee with an update on the 
Ravenscraig Project, particularly in the light of the recent House of Lords decision. 

Background 

An outline planning application by Ravenscraig Limited to develop on the site of the 
former Ravenscraig Steelworks was submitted in June 2001, proposing a mixed use 
development including housing, business and industry, a new town centre, leisure 
facilities, community facilities, parkland and transport improvements. The Planning and 
Environment Committee considered the application in April 2003, and agreed to grant 
permission, subject to the conclusion of a Section 75 Agreement, and the alteration of the 
Structure Plan. 

An alteration to the Structure Plan, giving the Ravenscraig site ‘town centre’ status, was 
approved by the Scottish Ministers in November 2003. This decision was appealed to the 
Court of Session by Land Securities and Standard Life, but that court found in favour of 
the Scottish Ministers’ decision. A further appeal, to the House of Lords, was then lodged 
by Land Securities. 

Notwithstanding the appeal to the House of Lords, the Council concluded the Section 75 
Agreement, and issues the outline planning permission in May 2005. 

House of Lords Decision 

The House of Lords’ decision on the appeal was issued on 25 October. The judgement by 
five law lords dismissed the appeal, thereby confirming the Alteration to the Structure Plan 
and giving Ravenscraig ‘town centre’ status. 

Future Progress 

Since the issue of the outline consent, a great deal of preparatory work has been taking 
place in relation to the development of the site. In particular: - 

(a) Detailed planning permission has been granted to Ravenscraig Limited for the re-grading 
of an area of land in the northern part of the site, near Carfin, and the provision of 
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infrastructure there to enable the land to be developed for housing. Work is scheduled to 
begin in November. 

(b) A detailed planning application for 603 houses has been submitted for the northern part of 
the site by David Wilson Homes. That application is currently being assessed by the 
Planning and Environment Department, and the developers hope to be on-site in the 
autumn of 2007. 

(c) Ravenscraig Limited are preparing an Area Planning Brief for an area in the south of 
Ravenscraig which will provide a location for the new campus for Motherwell College, 
plus other Business developments. It is anticipated that a planning application for the 
College will be submitted in December. 

(d) A Design Team has been appointed by the Council to prepare detailed designs for the 
new Regional Sports facility, to be developed by the Council in conjunction with 
SportScotland and Ravenscraig Limited. It is intended that a site start will be made in 
2007, and completion by the end of 2008. 

(e) Consultants are about to be appointed by Ravenscraig Limited to progress the design 
feasibility of the proposed new station on the site. In addition, Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport have agreed to carry out a feasibility study into a possible station at 
Flemington. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee notes the information provided in this report. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planninn and Environment 

Further Information 
Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information, please contact Les 
Stevenson on 01 698 302088. 
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