
BELLSHILL & DISTRICT 
LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

POLICE REPORT 

ST RAT H C LY D E 

LICE 

November 2006 



Introduction 

Strathclyde Police is committed to working with our partners, particularly at this local 
level within Bellshill Sub-division, and there have been some very good examples of 
that partnership in action such as the current Hattonrigg Project which is mentioned 
later under the Ward 30 update. This follows on from a successful pilot in the 
Newarthill area which took place in February 2006. 

Bellshill Community Policing Department joined in partnership with Generation 
Youth, North Lanarkshire Council Community Learning and Development and 
Reeltime Music to provide a youth diversion initiative in the Newarthill area of ND 
Sub Division. Newarthill had been experiencing numerous complaints of anti social 
behaviour by youths, particularly on Friday nights near to licensed premises. 
The partnership, headed by Generation Youth provided a wide range of activities for 
the young people of the area both within the local community education centre and in 
the areas which were subject of the most complaints. The initiative was extremely 
successful and resulted in a significant reduction in complaints regarding youth 
disorder in the area. Strathclyde police nominated the initiative in the Scottish 
Executive “Standing Up To Anti Social Behaviour Awards”. This initiative, entitled 
TFI Friday was successful in achieving an award under the Above and Beyond 
category, and was awarded E1000 towards future projects. The Award Ceremony 
was held in the Great Hall in Edinburgh Castle on 25th October 2006. 

Youth disorder however, continues to generate the highest demand on policing 
resources within the sub-division, and whilst these projects are very worthwhile and 
effective, they tend to be for a finite period of time due to issues such as finance and 
resources of contributing partners. 

As highlighted at the previous meeting, there is a need at the Strategic level to 
examine the provision of these diversionary schemes and work towards introducing 
them as a main stream and continuous facility. As such we would welcome further 
discussion and joint working with our partners in this respect, and the presentation on 
Youth facilities within the Bellshill area will be particularly welcome to inform 
firther discussion. 

With the foregoing in mind, Inspector Black has already been in discussion with 
Russell Byrne, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Services with a view to investigating the 
feasibility of running some under 18 discos in the area, under the banner “Blue Light 
Discos”. Recent discussions with youths in the Newarthill area who congregate on a 
Friday and Saturday evening has indicated that if such a service was offered they 
would certainly attend a venue in the Bellshill or Newarthill area. A project of this 
nature has already been successful in Dunfermline and Russell and Jane would intend 
talking to their counterparts in Fife, and possibly attending such an event, which is 
held one a month. 
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The Strategic issues highlighted at the previous meeting remain valid, and we would 
request that further discussion at this forum from the Local Area Partnership 
perspective with a view to developing a way forward be continued: 

Strategic Issues 

0 Provision of Youth Diversion Schemes 

Whilst there are many success stories regarding the provision of youths clubs 
and other diversionary activities, it has become apparent that the majority, if 
not all of these activities take place on Weekdays with occasional activities 
being planned for a Friday evening. There is a need to examine how the 
capacity of voluntary organisations as well as council led activities can be 
expanded or directed to increase such provision on Friday and particularly 
Saturday evenings. 

0 Planning Policy - Construction of play parks in residential areas. 

This can be a highly emotive issue, as some form of play provision must be 
provided for children and teenagers whilst balancing the need for residents to 
go about their lives unhindered by the anti-social behaviour aspects of a small 
proportion of youths. 

0 Quad Bikes and Trail Bikes 

There continues to be numerous complaints regarding the illegal use of 
trail/quad bikes in Bellshill Sub Division. Whilst efforts continue to detect 
offenders, realistically officers on foot and pedal cycles are not best placed to 
undertake this task alone, and generally high profile policing only deters 
offenders whilst officers are in the immediate vicinity. The use of police off- 
road motorcyclists and the police helicopter can assist in detecting offenders - 
however there is a high demand for these services throughout the Force area, 
and once again they are only a deterrent whilst actually operating in the area. 
There is obviously room for further debate on how we along with our partner 
agencies can best address this issue at a strategic level. 
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Once again the following report gives only a very brief overview of current issues in 
each ward, and is not intended as a definitive guide to all disorder within the sub- 
division. 

Ward 21 Tannochside 

On Going Police Issues 

General youth disorder particularly in the area of Tannochside Business Park, where 
youths continue to congregate near to premises, and have been reported as throwing 
missiles at commercial and private vehicles. In addition, there have been instances of 
fires being set by local youths. 

On Going Initiatives 

Regular patrols of the area by both core shift and community officers. 
Community Safety officers in partnership with the local business community have 
provided awareness inputs to staff. Additionally, in partnership with Strathclyde Fire 
Brigade, presentations have been made to local schools, highlighting the dangers of 
involvement in such behaviour. 

Ward 22 Fallside 

On Going Police Issues 

Youths drinking in the various lanes between residential properties. 

On going Initiatives 

An area which is subject of attention by the Quality of Life Unit Officers, who also 
operate in plain clothes to detect offenders. Community Police officers also provide 
attention. 

Ward 23 Viewpark 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder and vandalism, Laburnum Road, Youths consuming alcohol, Juniper 
Road, Viewpark. 

On going Initiatives 

There continues to be regular patrols of the area of the area by both core shifts and 
community officers. Safer Scotland, weapons and alcohol enforcement phases have 
been implemented. Quality of life unit has pro actively addressed the issue of alcohol 
consumption, and in particular vandalism. Community Safety dept has been engaged 
in ‘One stop’ days, at the Laburnum Road Focus Centre. 
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Ward 24 North Bellshill 

On Going Police Issues 

Youths consuming alcohol in the common closes of Rockburn Crescent, Bellshill. 

On going Initiatives 

An area which is subject of attention by the Quality of Life Unit Officers, who also 
operate in plain clothes to detect offenders. ‘Short Term Actions’ have been raised, 
with the emphasis on discouraging youths from gathering in the stairwells of the flats, 
where they have been causing annoyance, drinking and urinating. 

In addition, any offences detected are robustly dealt with, and the Parental Alert 
Scheme implemented where appropriate. Again this has also involved the local 
Community Police speaking to residents, and providing high profile policing at peak 
times. 

Additionally, Community police officers have been involved in diversionary activities 
on Friday evenings, with local youths, in conjunction with the Bellshill Juniors 
football club and YMCA. 

Ward 25 Orbiston 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder in the area, particularly associated with youths coming and going from 
the “Bing” area. 

On going Initiatives 

A crimehcident analysis has been produced by our Divisional Intelligence Unit in an 
effort to commence a long term policing action to address disorder issues which are 
prevalent throughout the area. This will be a primary focus of resources within 
Bellshill Sub Division over the next four months. The above study, allows the use of 
targeted policing, pinpointing times, locations, and patterns of offending behaviour, to 
address public concerns. The pro-active use of CCTV, allowing the police to quickly 
respond to incidents, and identify individuals also forms part of the ongoing strategy. 

Improvements to the area have also been made, by partner agencies with 
consideration being given to further ideas for improvement, and attempts to involve 
the local community more in this process. 
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Ward 26 Mossend West & Thorndean 

On Going Police Issues 

Complaints of Youth Disorder and Anti-Social behaviour in the Thorndean area. 

On going Initiatives 

An in depth analysis is underway in respect of the current disorder and anti-social 
behaviour in the Thorndean area, and in particular Milnwood (Sandy) Park. This is a 
large area which borders the Orbiston area. This area is currently subject of local 
‘Short Term Action’ and additional foot patrols have been provided via Regeneration 
funding, in efforts to address the concerns of residents. 

Ward 27 Holytown 

On Going Police Issues 

No major areas of concern at present. 

On going Initiatives 

Incidents of Note 

Two dwelling houses in the Holytown area have been discovered to be “cannabis” 
factories with a large number of plants seized. Enquiries ongoing re offences 
committed. 

Ward 28 Mossend East & New Stevenston North 

On Going Police Issues 

Complaints regarding youths drinking and causing annoyance to residents of 
Coronation Road, and Coronation Park, New Stevenston. Elderly residents have been 
subjected to eggs and fruit being thrown at windows and vehicles. 

On going Initiatives 

Community Officers for the area providing regular patrols of the park at Coronation 
Road, with a Short Term Action raised to address the issue. This involves high profile 
policing, including core groups, utilising Common Law powers, local statutes, and 
Parental Alert Scheme. 

Ward 29 New art hill 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder and vandalism, in particular, in the vicinity of the Co-op Woodilee 
Road, and the Fair Store, Kirkhall Road, Newarthill. 
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On going Initiatives 

Regular patrols are being carried out by core shift and community officers. Enquiries 
are ongoing in particular into the recent disorder. Dialogue with local residents and 
shop keepers has resulted in a greater understanding of the movements of local 
youths, which has allowed officers to target their efforts effectively. 

Ward 30 Hattonrigg 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder 

On going Initiatives 

There continues to be regular patrols of the area by both core shift and community 
officers. 

The football league project in respect of the Police, Bellshill Juniors and YMCA to 
name but a few partners has commenced at Bellshill Juniors Football ground. The 
portable 5 a side football pitch, from NLC is also being utilised and the event is well 
attended by approximately 40 to 60 youths. Although sited within Ward 30 the 
initiative will benefit all the youths for the area and will run for approximately 10 
weeks, taking place on a Friday evenings, and provides a forum to discuss wider 
issues affecting the community, with officers utilising the caravelle vehicle, to 
provide crime prevention information and advice. 

A mobile climbing wall, and skate park have also been utilised for those youngsters 
who wish to get involved in activities other than football. These have also proved 
popular. 
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