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Introduction 

Strathclyde Police continues to work hand in hand with our partner agencies, and 
since our last meeting has been heavily involved in partnership initiatives from small, 
short term projects to the larger multi-agency projects. 

Examples of which have been the joint working in respect of the New Stevenston 
Area where a site visit with the Regeneration Manager, Local Councillor, Estate 
Management, and the Area Inspector resulted in various actions undertaken by each 
agency, in response to an anonymous letter of complaint. Actions such as a leaflet 
drop to local residents asking them to come forward and report matters, additional 
police patrols with the assistance of our colleagues from the special constabulary, the 
simple removal of boarding (at leg level) fiom an advertising board so that youths 
have no where to hide and drink, all contribute to the overall effort to reduce youth 
disorder. While the issues under discussion have been by no means fully resolved, 
matters have improved with an endorsement of the efforts made so far in the form of a 
further anonymous letter to advise of an improvement in the area, but to “keep up the 
good work”! 

In conjunction with Real Time Music, Strathclyde Fire & Rescue, and youth workers, 
the community officers have commenced a music project called the 7 Bars project. 
Initially utilising the Community Partnership Vehicle as a base, youths will be 
encouraged to participate in, ultimately, the production of a music CD. The project 
focuses on alcohol misuse by youths and provides a diversionary opportunity to 
“hanging” about the streets. The two areas initially identified for the project are New 
Stevenston and the Jewel1 Scheme Area. The project will be in these areas on Friday 
and Saturday evenings, 

As previously highlighted the greatest difficulty with the provision of these 
diversionary schemes is the short term nature of some of the projects, due to issues 
such as finance and resources of all contributing partners. The short term projects can 
often steer youths away into other interests which may be longer term, but it is good 
to see that we appear to be making some headway into the provision of some possibly 
long term sustainable activities. 

One such development, in which the local community officers are once again 
assisting, is a monthly Gig night, featuring local bands, and is being led by 
Community Learning and Development. It takes place at the Bellshill Cultural 
Centre, and initial indications are that it is being well received. Over the longer term 
it is hoped that youth disorder in the local area will be positively affected by such an 
event. 

As previously intimated Inspector Black, the Area Inspector, has already been in 
discussion with Russell Byrne, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Services with a view to 
investigating the feasibility of running some under 18 discos in the area, under the 
banner “Blue Light Discos”. They attended one such Disco in Dunfermline on 19 
January 2007, on a fact finding mission, along with Lynn fiom Community Learning 
and Development, The Discos have been running there now for approximately 18 
months with a very positive effect on local incidents of disorder. It is a very 
partnership oriented event which exists only due to the good relationship and 
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commitment between the partner agencies. The Bellshill Local Area Partnership and 
Local Area Team have such a good working relationship and it is hoped that the 
partners would be fully supportive of such an ambitious project for the local Area. 

As many of you will be aware Inspector Black has temporarily moved on and 
Inspector Malcolm McLean is currently undertaking the post of Area Inspector. He 
also attended the event in Dunfermline and will be progressing matters at a local 
level. 

Unfortunately, Trail Bikes have made a reappearance despite the weather in and 
around Milnwood park. 
officers on foot and pedal cycles are not best placed to undertake this task alone, and 
generally high profile policing only deters offenders whilst officers are in the 
immediate vicinity. Consequently a successful request was placed for the assistance 
of the Force helicopter and the Road Policing Department off road bikes to assist in 
targeting the area. Community Wardens have already assisted in distributing leaflets 
advising of the initiative and requesting information from the public. One trail bike 
was dealt with under the Anti-social Behaviour Legislation and the offenders warned. 

Whilst efforts continue to detect offenders, realistically 

Finally, as you are aware, North Lanarkshire Council has agreed to participate in a 
UN refugee resettlement programme (Gateway) in conjunction with the Home Office 
and the Scottish Refugee Council. NLC is the first Local Authority in Scotland to take 
part. The refugees will have full UK entitlements and NLC is working closely with 
Strathclyde Police and other partners to ensure that the transition is as smooth as 
possible. 
As a result of this, approximately 76 refugees from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo will be housed in the Motherwell area over the next 6 weeks. The first group 
of 5 families, comprising 23 people arrived in Motherwell on Wednesday 17th 
January 2007 and will be housed in North Motherwell, Forgewood and Central 
Motherwell. For your information Sgt Alan McAuley, Motherwell Police office is the 
liaison officer for Strathclyde Police in this respect. It is not anticipated that the 
presence of the refugees should present any policing issues within the Bellshill Sub 
Division but is highlighted for your information. 

The Strategic issues previously indicated have been highlighted as longer term issues 
and are believed to remain valid for further continued discussion and action from the 
Local Area Partnership perspective: 

Strategic Issues 

0 Provision of Youth Diversion Schemes 

Whilst there are many success stories regarding the provision of youths clubs 
and other diversionary activities, it has become apparent that the majority, if 
not all of these activities take place on Weekdays with occasional activities 
being planned for a Friday evening. There is a need to examine how the 
capacity of voluntary organisations as well as council led activities can be 
expanded or directed to increase such provision on Friday and particularly 
Saturday evenings. 
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0 Planning Policy - Construction of play parks in residential areas. 

This can be a highly emotive issue, as some form of play provision must be 
provided for children and teenagers whilst balancing the need for residents to 
go about their lives unhindered by the anti-social behaviour aspects of a small 
proportion of youths. 

0 Quad Bikes and Trail Bikes 

There continues to be numerous complaints regarding the illegal use of 
trail/quad bikes in Bellshill Sub Division, and we would welcome further 
debate on how we along with our partner agencies can best address this issue. 
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The following report gives only a very brief overview of current issues in each ward, 
and is not intended as a definitive guide to all disorder within the Sub-Division. 

Ward 21 Tannochside 

On Going Police Issues 

There were several instances of youth disorder in the area of Tannochside Business 
Park, where youths continue to congregate near to premises and engage in acts of 
general disorder. This has included reports of missiles being thrown at vehicles as 
well as instances of fires being set by local youths. Such fires have tended to be of 
discarded packing materials which had been left outside premises for refuse uplift. 
The Community Safety Dept have visited commercial premises in this area and given 
advice on practical measures to reduce this occurrence. 

On Going Initiatives 

Community Safety officers supported by Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, delivered a 
number of presentations to local schools, highlighting the dangers of involvement in 
anti social behaviour. 

In an effort to raise awareness of a series of sneak in thefts and thefts of vehicles, the 
Community Safety Dept, in conjunction with the Problem Solving Policing Unit 
undertook leaflet drops to residential premises in the area. The leaflets addressed the 
issues of house security, vehicle security, and personal safety. 

High profile uniform patrols were also carried out in the area by both core shift and 
community officers in an effort to disrupt criminal activity and identify offenders. 

Ward 22 Fallside 

On Going Police Issues 

During the previous period there were complaints of youths drinking in the various 
lanes between residential properties. There has been an overall reduction in such 
reports, due to high profile pro active policing. 

On going Initiatives 

This area was the subject of attention by the Quality of Life Unit Officers, who also 
operate in plain clothes to detect offenders. Community Police officers provided high 
profile patrols in the areas affected. The Community Safety Department together with 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue delivered inputs to local school highlighting the 
consequences associated with engaging in anti social behaviour. 
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Ward 23 Viewpark 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder and vandalism, Laburnum Road. Youths consuming alcohol, Juniper 
Road, Viewpark. 

On going Initiatives 

High profile policing continues in this area with both core shift and Community 
Policing Officers focusing on disrupting the activities of those engaged in anti social 
behaviour. Particular emphasis was placed on the Safer Scotland, weapons and 
alcohol enforcement phases which included increased visits to all licensed premises. 
The Quality of life unit continues to pro actively address the issue of alcohol 
consumption by youths focusing on street drinking and under age/agent purchase 
offences. 

The Community Safety dept has undertook further ‘drop in’ days at the community 
centre, Burnhead Street, with the emphasis on providing crime prevention advice to 
all sections of the community, in conjunction with partner agencies. 

In an effort to impact on underage drinking at source, the Community Police Dept has 
increased dialogue with the owners of Off Sales premises in the area, to work together 
in preventing youngster from obtaining alcohol. 

Again, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue teamed up with the Community Safety dept, to re- 
enforce this message in local schools. 

Ward 24 North Bellshill 

On Going Police Issues 

Nothing of note during this period. 

On going Initiatives 

Since the last report, this area has been the subject of attention by the Quality of Life 
Unit Officers and has seen an overall reduction in reported incidents. The ‘Short Term 
Actions’ which were raised proved successful in discouraging youths from gathering 
in the stairwells of the flats, where they were causing annoyance, drinking and 
urinating. 

Community police officers have been involved in diversionary activities on Friday 
evenings, with local youths, in conjunction with the Bellshill Juniors football club and 
YMCA, and this has proved popular with the youths, although unfortunately the 
inclement weather curtailed some of these planned activities. 
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Ward 25 Orbiston 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder in the area, particularly associated with youths in particular in the area 
of the Jewel Scheme, and the ‘Bing’ 

On going Initiatives 

A crimehncident analysis has been carried out for this area and is currently the subject 
of a long term policing plan to address disorder related issues which are prevalent 
throughout this area. 

The area has been the primary focus of resources within Bellshill Sub Division over 
the period, and will continue. The above study, allows the use of targeted policing, 
pinpointing times, locations, and patterns of offending behaviour, to address public 
concerns. The pro-active use of CCTV, allowing the police to quickly respond to 
incidents, and identify individuals also forms part of the ongoing strategy. 

Improvements to the area have also been made, by partner agencies with 
consideration being given to further ideas for improvement, and attempts to involve 
the local community more in this process. 

Local weekend action plans have seen extra police resources targeted specifically in 
this area, whereby officers have been engaged in High profile, pro-active foot patrols, 
to increase public reassurance. The issue has continued to be highlighted via the 
electronic briefing to core group officers. 

There have also been several proactive disclosures to the anti social task force, with a 
view to obtaining good behaviour contracts/ ASBOs in respect of certain individuals. 

As part of a youth engagement exercise the “KONTIKI” Community Resource 
vehicle, staffed by police officers and community outreach workers, has been 
deployed in the area in an effort to divert young people from engaging in anti social 
behaviour. 

The Community Safety dept have also undertaken inputs in conjunction with the 
Social Work dept, to provide advice on personal safety to lone mothers within the 
area. 

Ward 26 Mossend West & Thorndean 

On Going Police Issues 

Complaints of Youth Disorder and Anti-Social behaviour in the Thorndean area. 
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On going Initiatives 

This area has recently been the subject of local ‘Short Term Actions’. Additional foot 
patrols have been provided via Regeneration funding in efforts to address the 
concerns of residents. 

An action plan was raised in conjunction with the Road policing dept and Support 
Unit in an effort to identify the riders of quad and trail bikes where the majority of 
complaints have arisen. The increased police activity in this area resulted in action 
being taken against one individual in respect of their use of a quad bike. 

Ward 27 Holytown 

On Going Police Issues 

No major areas of concern at present. 

On going Initiatives 

Incidents of Note 

The Community Safety Dept has continued an initiative to involve businesses in the 
Euro-central estate to work together with the Police to prevent crime. In this respect, 
they have been provided with advice on personal safety for staff, and ‘Safer by 
design’ for buildings. 

As the result of a series of thefts from unattended cars, a leaflet drop was carried out 
on vehicles parked by members of the public near to the Newhouse hotel where 
instances of theft had occurred. The thefts were preventable with the leaflets designed 
to discourage persons from leaving valuables in sight. 

Ward 28 Mossend East & New Stevenston North 

On Going Police Issues 

Complaints regarding youths gathering and causing annoyance at the premises of 
Scotmid, Carfin Street, New Stevenston. 

This location has seen several complaints during the period which centred on youths 
gathering at the door of Scotmid, shouting and causing general annoyance to staff and 
public alike. 

On going Initiatives 

Community Officers for the area continue to provide regular patrols of the park at 
Coronation Road which was the subject of a Short Term Action raised to address 
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youth disorder. Supplementary action taken in this area included high profile policing 
by core groups and the use of the Parental Alert Letter Scheme. 

The Community Safety Dept has made use of a mobile digital recording system in an 
effort to identify offenders in relation to the issues affecting Scotmid. This has 
provided positive lines of enquiry. 

Additional officers have been deployed in this area under ‘weekend action plans’, the 
numbers of which have been bolstered by the use of Special Constables. 

Ward 29 New art hill 

On Going Police Issues 

No areas of note at this time. 

On going Initiatives 

Short terms action over the period at Kirkhall Road, where youths were causing 
annoyance to residents and the local shop keeper and staff, had a positive effect. 
There was an overall reduction in complaints to this location during the period. 

Ward 30 Hattonrigg 

On Going Police Issues 

Youth disorder in this area had been highlighted during the previous period. There has 
been an overall reduction in disorder during this period. 

Ongoing Initiatives 

This area continues to be the subject of regular patrols by both core shift and 
community officers. 

The planned football league project commenced at Bellshill Juniors Football ground 
with all partner agencies involved. A portable 5 a side football pitch supplied by “HIT 
SPORT” was utilised along with a mobile climbing wall and skate park. The initiative 
ran for 12 weeks and was attended by approximately 40 to 60 youths each Friday 
night. 

Although sited within Ward 30, the catchment for those attending was significantly 
wider with the benefit experienced by young people throughout the district. Overall 
the initiative was viewed as a very positive diversionary strategy worth repeating in 
the summer months. During the event the Police Caravelle mobile office was manned 
by Community Safety Officers who provided crime prevention information and 
advice. 
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