
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 6th MARCH 2007 Ref: DPT/20 - 02/SP 

REPORT 

Subject: Bellshill Town Centre: 
Phase 1 & Phase 2 
Environmental 
Improvements 
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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks authority from the Committee to negotiate the extension of a commission 
with lronside Farrar Limited for the supervision and management of the contract to deliver 
Phases 1 and 2 of streetscape environmental improvement works in Bellshill Town Centre. 

Background 

Members will recall that lronside Farrar Limited (IFL), were appointed in September 2005 to 
prepare a Design Framework for Bellshill Town Centre which would identify a scheme of 
works to address traffic management requirements and physical streetscape works. These 
works will deliver a significant element of the Option 8 proposals approved by the Council in 
2002 under the Bellshill Town Centre Action Plan. 

Members will also recall that, at the Economic Regeneration Committee meeting on 29 
August 2006, it was agreed that the Director of Planning & Environment would pursue the 
delivery of the physical works required to implement Phases 1 and 2 of the traffic 
management and streetscape improvements in Bellshill Town Centre. 

The Phase 1 works comprise the re-surfacing of Neilson Street, the northern part of 
Motherwell Road, John Street and the northern part of Thorn Road. The footways of all of 
these streets, apart from Motherwell Road, will be finished in high quality slabs. The 
footways on the northern part of Motherwell Road will be surfaced in Caithness slabs with 
granite kerbing to match the materials proposed for the higher quality Phase 3 works on the 
remainder of Main Street. All carriageways in Phase 1 will be finished in blacktop. 

Main Street east of Emma Jay Road forms the extent of Phase 2. The footways will be 
surfaced in the same high quality slabs as in Phase 1 but these will be edged with granite 
kerbs to be consistent with the materials proposed for Phase 3. Again the carriageway will 
be finished in black top. Phases 1 and 2 will be implemented concurrently. 

Proposal 

The existing commission with lronside Farrar Limited involves preparing the necessary 
designs, contracts and tender documents to enable a suitable contractor, from the 
Council’s approved list, to be appointed. 

This process is almost complete and it is considered that there would be significant cost 
and time benefits to the Council in proceeding with the implementation of Phases 1 and 2 
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as soon as possible. To this end a report noting the appointment of McKenzie Construction 
Ltd, is included on a separate paper to this Agenda. 

Extending the Commission of lronside Farrar would ensure continuity in the management 
of the contract works from design through to implementation. Furthermore, their detailed 
knowledge of the contract drawings and requirements of North Lanarkshire Council as 
Client, should also assist in delivering best value and mitigate the impact of the contract 
works on the businesses that operate in Bellshill Town Centre. 

Finally, I have assessed the input of lronside Farrar to date on this commission and would 
regard them as suitable and competent consultants to supervise the contract and 
implementation of works in Phases 1 and 2. 

This being the case, within the terms of the Council’s Contract Standing Orders, It is 
requested that the Committee authorise the Director of Planning & Environment to 
negotiate an extension of the commission for the Bellshill Town Centre Phases I and 2. 

Sustaina bility 

The proposed works will improve the appearance of the principal retail area in the town 
centre through the use of materials which have been selected for their sustainable 
properties. In addition, the proposals will ensure a healthy environment by encouraging 
walking and assisting with improving the vitality and viability of the town centre. 

Corporate Considerations 

This project will contribute towards the Council’s aim of regenerating its town centre which 
is one of the priorities in the ‘Stimulating Business and the Economy’ theme of the 
Corporate Plan. 

The finance for this project has already been identified and can be allocated from within the 
Planning & Environment Town Centres Budget. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended. that the Committee agrees: 

i> that the Director of Planning & Environment enters into negotiations to extend the 
commission with lronside Farrar Ltd for the administration, management and 
supervision of the physical works involved in Bellshill Town Centre Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 Environmental Improvements. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(31 January 2007) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Shirley Penman on 
01236 616450. 




