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Introduction 

The intention of this report is to provide members of the Bellshill & District 
Local Area Partnership with a brief update on current issues and information 
relative to the policing activity within Bellshill Sub-Division, one of four Sub- 
Divisions within the main North Lanarkshire Division. 

Divisional Pol icing Priori ties 

The Divisional Control Strategy outlines our policing priorities for the coming 
twelve months. In working towards these priorities we will seek to involve our 
partners and local communities in order that a positive input in made upon 
them. Detailed information about the control strategy can be found in 
Appendix 1. 

Issues Relating to All Wards 

Variable Shift Agreement:- 

On 10 September 2007 operational officers within North Lanarkshire Division 
changed to a new shift pattern. One of the main reasons for the change was 
to allow for greater police presence at times of peak demand for police 
services. An example would be on Friday and Saturday night at certain times 
within the evening and earlier hours of the morning where, under the new 
arrangements, two shifts of officers operate side by side. This allows for a far 
greater flexibility than we have had before, allowing for more high visibility 
patrols, both foot and mobile. to be targeted at particular areas that are 
causing concern. 

Fixed Penalty Notices:- 

September saw the introduction of additional powers by Strathclyde Police for 
officers to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for offenders committing a variety of 
anti-social offences. The issue of Fixed Penalties for those that have 
engaged in disorder and anti-social behaviour allows officers to spend more 
time on patrol, instead of at police station writing reports and also saves 
people having to attend Court not only saving Court time, but again allowing 
police officers to remain on patrol. 

Faslane 365:- 

The continued requirement to provide officers for this event over the past year 
has had resource implications for the Bellshill Sub Division as it has had for 
the Force area. The last pre planned demonstration in connection with this 
operation was held on October 1'' 2007. It is not yet known if this year long 
protest will be continued and if their will be future demands placed on us. 
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Active Citizenship: - 

Prior to the summer break, the Police Schools Liaison Officer delivered the 
Citizenship and the Law Programme in local schools. This aim of the 
programme was to develop young people as active citizens and encourage 
them to take pride in their communities. Other inputs to schools were aimed at 
discussing, with a view to reducing, disorder and violence. 

Careers Scotland Employment Initiative:- 

Working in partnership with Careers Scotland we are offering young people, 
who we come into contact with, or those arrested for offences the chance to 
enter a programme of training for work, further education or employment in an 
effort to deter offending or reduce re-offending. The initial findings of this 
programme have been encouraging and a new referral card to initiate the 
process has been devised by the Careers Scotland team. Bellshill Sub 
Division has now referred 14 individuals. 

Warrants:- 

Our Sub Divisional Proactive Crime Unit and all uniformed officers continue to 
target outstanding warrants, particularly those relating to violent crime, drugs 
and sexual offences. 

Police Mobile Office:- 

The Police mobile office purchased in partnership with NLC continues to visit 
appropriate areas of the Sub-Division. The intention is to provide better 
community engagement and make police services more easily obtainable. 
The office is resourced by Community Police Officers. 

Community Councils:- 

Community Police Officers maintain regular contact with Community Councils. 
The Community Police officer attends the relevant Community Council 
meetings and reports concerns to Sub Divisional management for appropriate 
tasking and coordinating of resources. 

Junior Crime Prevention Panel:- 

The Community Safety Department is currently working to facilitate a Junior 
Crime Prevention Panel within the Bellshill area. 

Community Against Knives Campaign:- 

Monday the 1 October saw the start of the most recent Safer Scotland Anti - 
Violence Campaign, the first phase of which is aimed at reducing possession 
and access to weapons, particularly knives. During the campaign Police will 
be targeting knife carriers across Scotland and persons found to be in 
possession of a weapon will be arrested and detained in custody until their 
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appearance at court. Officers within Bellshill will take a full and active part in 
this campaign. High schools within the Partnership area will be visited and 
presentations delivered in an attempt to deter young people from carrying 
offensive weapons. 

Issues Relatinq to Individual Ward Areas 

.Ward 13: Thorniewood: (Beat 711 721 73): -  

On going police issues:- 

During this period, youth disorder featured in the Viewpark area. This 
manifested itself, by youths vandalising street furniture in the Tannochside 
area. Similarly, police received complaints from residents of Osprey Drive, 
regarding youths gathering in an area known as ‘the glen’, drinking, littering 
and causing annoyance. There were isolated incidents in Laburnum Road at 
he end of August, whereby local youths targeted a food premises, during 
which the agent of the owner was subjected to racial abuse. A 15 year old 
youth was arrested in connection with this incident. 

Emerging Trends:- 

Most recently, there have been a number of reported sneak in thefts, thefts 
from vehicles, and attempted housebreakings around the area of Hillfoot 
Gardens, Tannochside. As the result of police enquiries a prolific thief was 
apprehended by officers from Bellshill on 26 September 2007. The 16 year 
old male from the Coatbridge area was arrested after attempting to steal 
property from the Tannochside Social Club on Old Edinburgh Road, 
Viewpark. As a result of the males arrest he was later charged with another 
14 thefts and attempted thefts at properties throughout the Viewpark and 
Uddingston areas that had occurred within a two week period. The male was 
held in custody pending his appearance at court. 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity:- 

Local Community Officers continue to work closely with public and partner 
agencies in the area. Recent initiatives developed by Constable Scott of the 
Community Policing Department established partnership working with Virgin 
Media, to eliminate graffiti from utility boxes and with the Community Service 
Unit with regards to the targeting of resources to areas of concern. Both of 
these initiatives have now been developed across North Lanarkshire. 

Similarly, in respect of disorder issue at Osprey Drive, local Community 
officers instigated action by NLC, to cut back the shrubs, and clear up the 
immediate area. Local schools benefited from extra attention during the 
holidays, under the ‘Save our Schools’ initiative, steered by the Community 
Safety Dept. 

The Community Safety Department, represented locally by Constable Alan 
Wylie, has also been actively involved in a local business watch programme, 
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in the Tannochside and Birkenshaw areas. In addition the deployment of the 
Community Safety Dept, mobile CCTV camera has benefited local licensed 
premises, and has been of particular benefit in supporting owners of premises 
operated by Ethnic minority communities. 

Incidents of note/ Noteworthy Arrests:- 

The premises of Tandoori Sizzler, 405 Laburnum Road, Viewpark, was 
Subject of attacks by local youths, resulting in racial abuse to the staff, and 
Youths attempting to set fire to rubbish outside the premises. 

This resulted in named individuals being identified. The Community Safety 
Mobile CCTV camera was deployed. Local actions were raised to provide 
High profile reassurance in the area, with positive results. 

Ward 14: Bellshill: (Beat 741 751 761 77/ 78):- 

On going police issues:- 

During the period covered, there were complaints from members of the public 
Regarding youth disorder in the vicinity of Leander Crescent. This focused on 
groups ranging in age from 12-18yrs, drinking, causing annoyance and in 
some instances vandalising vehicles. 

The Jewel Scheme continues to represent a challenge to local officers, within 
this ward. During the period, incidents of disorder have continued, however, 
robust policing has addressed this issue head on. A meeting was held within 
Bellshill Police Office on Thursday 13 September, in respect of Turquoise 
Terrace, Bellshill. This included police, Anti Social Task Force, and North 
Lanarkshire Housing Department . 

In early August, Community officers assisted by core group officers provided 
High Profile policing to the area of Grove Way, Bellshill. This was in response 
to youths causing annoyance to elderly residents of the sheltered housing at 
this location. Several youths were subsequently identified and charged. 

Emerging Trends:- 

No other issues of note 

Ongoing Initiatives/ Police Activity:- 

Local action plans were implemented to address the issues of youth disorder 
in the Leander Crescent area, resulting in youths being identified and 
charged. 
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The Jewel Scheme, and in particular, Turquoise Terrace has been subject to 
intensive policing, and partnership working. This included use of CCTV for 
evidence purposes as well as increased patrols by Community Wardens joint 
letter drops by the Police and Housing Department to local residents 
highlighting the issues and encouraging their support in addressing the issues 
of main concern. The Area Inspector and Community Police Officer also 
attended a well represented public meeting within the area to discuss the 
issues of anti social behaviour that was been experienced. 

Incidents of note/ Noteworthy Arrests:- 

Local youths have been disclosed to the ASTF, and in two instances, 
Applications were made via Divisional Disclosure Unit, for interim ASBO’s to 
be wanted. 

On the 23 September officers discovered a cannabis cultivation in a local 
authority house within Rockburn Crescent Bellshill. Approximately 100 plants 
were seized along with a large quantity of equipment. This is an emerging 
trend across Strathclyde and is one of a number of cultivations found within 
houses within North Lanarkshire. 

Ward 15: Mossend / Holytown / New Stevenson / Newarthill 
(Beat 791 801 81):- 

On going police issues:- 

During the period covered, incidents of disorder in the New Stevenston Area 
have fallen, in particular in the vicinity of Coronation Park, which was 
previously highlighted by concerned residents. Youth disorder around 
Loanhead Road, Newarthill, has featured during the first week of September 

Emerging Trends:- 

The area surrounding Ledi Path, Newarthill, including local licensed premises 
at Martin Place, has been a focus for local youths, who have been responsible 
for a number of vandalisms to unoccupied NLC properties. 

During the week commencing 17 September, complaints were received by 
representatives of Eurocentral, Holytown, regarding Itinerant Travelling 
persons within the site. Contact has been made with the NLC Liaison officer. 

The area of Taylor Avenue, Carfin and Elder Way has experience sporadic 
acts of youth disorder over recent weeks. A short term action is currently in 
place to address complaints from residents. 

Ongoing Initiatives/ Police Activity:- 

Local actions have focused additional patrols, from both Community Police 
Officers and core groups, in the area of Ledi Path / Martin Place. The 
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Community Safety Mobile CCW has also been utilised to good effect in off 
sales premises at Martin Place. 

The Community Safety Department conducted leaflet drops in the Carfin area 
regarding ‘true key’ vehicle thefts following some thefts of motor vehicles 
within that area. 

Incidents of note/ Noteworthy Arrests:- 

A 14yr old youth from the Newarthill area was charged with several 
Vandalisms to property in the Newarthill area, including Ledi Path. 

I 

A Newarthill male in his 20’s was charged with acting as an agent, 
whereby he purchased alcohol on behalf of local youths. A report has been 
forwarded to the Procurator Fiscal and local Licensing Department at 
Motherwell 
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Appendix 1 

Force Control Strateqy 

CHILD PROTECTION 

AIM:- 

To protect children from the threat of sexual, physical and emotional abuse. 

OBJECTIVE: - 

To detect, disrupt and deter those involved in paedophilia and exploitation and 
sexual abuse of children. 

DRUGS 

AIM:- 

To impact upon the supply, misuse and availability of all controlled drugs. 

OBJECTIVE: - 
Increase the weight of seizures and detections of those involved in the supply 

and possession of control drugs. 

TERRORISM 

AIM:- 

To reduce the risk to the community from terrorism and extremist activity. 

OBJECTIVE:- 

To raise awareness of the threat from Terrorism and Extremist activity in the 
community. 
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DISORDER AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

AIM:- 

To enhance community safety and well being by impacting on disorder and 
antisocial behaviour. 

OBJECTIVE:- 

Maintain and strengthen key partnerships to reduce disorder and antisocial 
behaviour. 

SERIOUS AND ORGANISED CRIME 

AIM:- 

To impact on serious and organised crime. 

OB J ECTlVE: - 
Detect, disrupt and deter those involved in serious and organised crime. 

VIOLENT CRIME 

AIM:- 

To engage with partners to achieve a sustainable reduction in violence in 
North Lanarkshire through problem solving and innovation. 

OB J ECTlVE: - 
Reduce violent crime and its impact. 
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