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Introduction 

The intention of this report is to provide members of the Bellshill & District Local 
Area Partnership with a brief update on current issues and information relative to the 
policing activity within Bellshill Sub-Division, one of four Sub-Divisions within the 
main North Lanarkshire Division. 

Divisional Policing Priorities 

The Divisional Control Strategy outlines our policing priorities for the coming twelve 
months. In working towards these priorities we will seek to involve our partners and 
local communities in order that a positive input in made upon them. Detailed 
information about the control strategy can be found in Appendix 1. 

Issues Relating: to All Wards 

Careers Scotland Employment Initiative:- 

Working in partnership with Careers Scotland we are offering young people, who we 
come into contact with, or those arrested for offences the chance to enter a 
programme of training for work, further education or employment in an effort to deter 
offending or reduce re-offending. The initial findings of this programme have been 
encouraging and a new referral card to initiate the process has been devised by the 
Careers Scotland team. Bellshill Sub Division has now referred 18 individuals. 

Warrants:- 

Our Sub Divisional Proactive Crime Unit and all uniformed officers continue to target 
outstanding warrants, particularly those relating to violent crime, drugs and sexual 
offences. 

Police Mobile Office:- 

The Police mobile office purchased in partnership with NLC continues to visit 
appropriate areas of the Sub-Division. The intention is to provide better community 
engagement and make police services more easily obtainable. The office is resourced 
by Community Police Officers. 

Community Councils:- 

Community Police Officers maintain regular contact with Community Councils. The 
Community Police officer attends the relevant Community Council meetings and 
reports concerns to Sub Divisional management for appropriate tasking and 
coordinating of resources. 

Junior Crime Prevention Panel:- 

The Community Safety Department is currently working to facilitate a Junior Crime 
Prevention Panel within the Bellshill area. 
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Forthcoming Police Led Initiatives:- 

Substance Misuse Awareness (November 2007) 

Substances such as drugs, alcohol and solvents are readily available to young people 
in our communities. Often abuse starts with so called softer substances , but before 
too long the young person can find themselves addicted and in trouble with the 
authorities. Parents and teachers are often best placed to identify the early signs of 
such misuse. Early intervention is not always possible due to adults being naWe with 
regards to substance education and assistance. 

The initiative is designed to target parentdguardians and teachers of Secondary 
School Pupils, to provide them with awareness to identify early signs of misuse. 

The Community Safety Department will work closely with partner agencies to deliver 
an educational package; 

0 

0 

0 

detailing the signs of substance misuse 
the position of law with regards to possession etc 
Contacts for advice and assistance. 

It is intended to target parents and teachers by delivering seminars at secondary 
schools and community groups. 

Local licensees will be approached via pub watch schemes to deliver an educational 
package. 

Alcohol and Violence Awareness Initiative (December 2007) 

There is undoubtedly a link between alcohol and violence and the West of Scotland 
has an unenviable reputation for alcohol fuelled violence amongst young people. 
Binge and underage drinking continues to be an issue both for the emergency services 
and health service in the wider sense with long term health problems associated with 
alcohol abuse. 

Community Police Officers deliver a wide range of presentations to schools on 
various topics, mainly at primary school age where the audience is both more captive 
and receptive to what is being said. It has been more difficult to grasp and hold the 
attention of secondary school pupils. 

In Bellshill Sub Division, it is intended to target S3 and S4 pupils at all secondary 
schools in the area (namely Cardinal Newman High School, Bellshill Academy, 
Taylor High School and Brannock High School) in an innovative way to highlight the 
dangers of alcohol abuse and its associated violence. 

This initiative will take place within the schools during December 2007 and will fit in 
well with the “Communities against Alcohol Fuelled Violence” strand of the Safer 
Scotland Campaign. 
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The theatre company, Kickstart have agreed to devise a play to perform to the target 
audience, highlighting the dangers of alcohol abuse and its associated violence. 
Community Police Officers and health board professionals will also be present at each 
play to carry out a short presentation and answer any questions which may arise as a 
result of the event. 

The aims of this initiative are: 

To alert young people in the Bellshill Sub Division to the dangers of alcohol 
abuse and its associated violence 
To educate young people of the consequences of alcohol abuse 
To make young people aware of the consequences of becoming involved in 
violence and anti social behaviour 
To demonstrate to young people that they are responsible for their own actions 
and that all actions have consequences 
To give young people the opportunity to ask questions about the issues under 
discussion and for them to be given accurate answers in response 
To highlight to young people how dangerous weapons are and to encourage 
them to think about their future actions 

Festive Action Plan (November 2007-January 2008 ) 

From Friday 30th November 2007, ND Sub- Division will engage in the annual 
Festive Safety Initiative. The initiative will be directed by intelligence-led policing 
providing enforcement and crime prevention measures. 

This will provide High Profile target focused policing within Bellshill Sub Division, 
in a direct effort to enforce and prevent alcohol related violence. Bellshill town centre 
provides the main focus for this activity; however, additional areas will be covered, 
including licensed premises in the Viewpark and Tannochside areas, and similar 
premises in the Holytown, New Stevenston and Newarthill areas. 

Policing will also address marshalling of late night commuters within the Sub 
Division, including taxi ranking, railway stations, and main bus stops in Bellshill. 
Previous experience has shown that many instances of alcohol related violence occur 
near licensed premises at times when patrons are leaving the premises. 

Safe ‘Night Zones’ 

Further to the above, the following areas will be targeted as safe zones for the 
duration of the weekend actions, where resources will be focused for the purposes of 
public reassurance. 

Bellshill Town Centre, Hamilton Road, including Chaplin’ s nightclub, 
Franklyn’s Bar and the Carousel Bar. Taxi ranking. Fast food outlets. Shell 
Garage, North Road. Neilson Street and Main Street. 
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0 New Stevenston Cross, Jerviston Street, near to Carfin Street. Red Lion 
public house. Scotmid. Holytown Railway Station. Off sales premises, 
Stevenston Street. Main Street Holytown. 

0 High Street, Newarthill, Near to the ‘Club’ public house, and adjacent 
licensed premises, including Co-op, Woodilee Road. 

0 Aitkenhead Road, Tannochside,: Near to the Windmill Tavern public house, 
and adjacent Scotmid premises, with off sales licence. Adjacent fast food 
outlets and taxi pick up area. 

0 New Edinburgh Road Beat: 24hr Service Station at Bellziehill Farm. 
Premises of Sherwood Manor, which has previously experienced disorder at 
the dispersal of party nights and discos. 

Issues Relatinn to Individual Ward Areas 

.Ward 13: Thorniewood: (Beat 71/ 721 73):- 

On going police issues- 

Over this period, youth disorder once again featured in the Viewpark area. Several 
incidents involved gang related disorder between youths from Viewpark and 
Birkenshaw meeting at Aitkenhead Road and the surrounding areas to fight. Those 
involved range between 10 and 18 years. Vandalism to street furniture also remains an 
issue however local community officers are currently collating evidence in relation to 
“tags” for future action. There were sporadic incidents in Laburnum Road, whereby 
local youths targeted food premises and engaged in acts of general disorder. Several 
bus windows were also broken however these occurred during one evening with no 
pattern emerging. 

Emerging Trends- 

Thefts of plant and equipment from the Righead Industrial Estate have featured over 
the month. The majority of these incidents occur during the late evening and 
overnight. 

Ongoing Initiatives / Police Activity:- 

Local Community Officers continue to work closely with the public and partner 
agencies in the area. Joint visits have been carried out with housing staff targetting 
anti social tenants. Several warnings have been administered and mediation options 
utilised where appropriate. 

The local Police Crime Prevention officer is currently working with businesses in 
Righead Industrial Estate to help them improve there security provision. 
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Incidents of note/ Noteworthy Arrests:- 

The premises of Tandoori Sizzler, 405 Laburnum Road, Viewpark, featured with 
youths involved in anti social behaviour. Three individuals were arrested in 
connection with these incidents. The ages of those involved ranged between 15 and 
19yrs. 

On 29 October a 32 year old male from Uddingston was apprehended following the 
robbery of a vehicle from a 30 year old female on Old Edinburgh Road. 

Ward 14: Bellshill: (Beat 74/ 751 761 77/ 78):- 

On going police issues:- 

During the period covered, there were a number complaints relating to youth disorder 
in Mossend. These incidents occurred in the vicinity of the shops on Main Street 
where youths allegedly buy alcohol from local licensed premises. Gang fights have 
been reported on Main Street at Master Parts as well as Green moss Place, and Bartys 
Bridge at the Sandy Park 

The Jewel Scheme continues to represent a challenge to local officers within this 
ward, however robust policing and action by the ASTF, Housing and others has seen 
the level of disorder decrease over recent weeks. 

Emerging Trends:- 

No other issues of note 

Ongoing Initiatives/ Police Activity:- 

Local action plans were implemented to address the issues of youth disorder in the 
Mossend area resulting in youths being identified and charged. 

The Jewel Scheme continues to be subject to proactive policing in conjunction with 
support from partner agencies. Feedback from the recent public meeting concerning 
Anti Social Behaviour in this area has been positive with a greater awareness of the 
work being carried out by the police and partner agencies to address same being 
communicated to residents. 

In addition a four week mapping exercise on youth provision has just been completed 
by Community Learning and Development in conjunction with the YMCA. Results of 
the exercise are currently being evaluated. 
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lncidents of note/ Noteworfhy Arrests:- 

A juvenile was arrested for a recent House breaking with intent to the local ARCH 
training centre. A report will be submitted to the Children’s Reporter 

Sporadic acts of vandalism were evident throughout the area with one incident 
involving damage being caused to seven vehicles overnight in the vicinity of Footfield 
Road and Liberty Road. Enquiries are ongoing in an effort to detect offenders. 
Additional attention in the area of Main Street concerning gang related disorder 

1 resulted in several youths being apprehended for disorder related offences. 

Ward 15: Mossend / Holytown / New Stevenson I Newarthill 
(Beat 791 80/ 81):- 

On going police issues:- 

Youth disorder continues to be a main feature in this area ranging from minor acts of 
disorder to large scale group disorder. A significant amount of the incidents recorded 
are related to occasions where youths have procured alcohol and then run through 
gardens, smash windows or engage in gang fights, 

Emerging Trends:- 

On the evening of Friday 16 November 2007 a series of group disorders occurred in 
the vicinity of Beechworth Drive Newarthill. Local community police officers have 
identified that these incidents were instigated by youths over the internet. Enquiries 
continue to detect offenders. 

Ongoing Initiatives/ Police Activity:- 

Local actions have continued to focus on additional patrols, from both Community 
Police and core groups, in the area of Ledi Path/ Martin Place. A community meeting 
to discuss strategies to address anti social behaviour in the area was recently held with 
inputs from one of the Local Councillors, Community Officers, anti social task force 
and housing. A number of options were discussed with community representatives in 
attendance agreeing to formalise a tenants association to progress a range of issues. 

incidents of note/ Noteworthy Arrests:- 

A 14yr old youth from the Newarthill area was charged with several 
Vandalisms to property in the Newarthill area, including Ledi Path. Two 16 year old 
youths were charged with Housebreaking at the Carfin Pilgrimage Centre. 
A Newarthill male in his 20’s was charged with acting as an agent, 
whereby he purchased alcohol on behalf of local youths. A report has been forwarded 
to the Procurator Fiscal and local Licensing Department at Motherwell 
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Appendix 1 

Force Control Strateav 

CHILD PROTECTION 

AIM:- 

To protect children from the threat of sexual, physical and emotional abuse. 

OBJ ECTlVE: - 
To detect, disrupt and deter those involved in paedophilia and exploitation and 

sexual abuse of children. 

DRUGS 

AIM:- 

To impact upon the supply, misuse and availability of all controlled drugs. 

OBJECTIVE: - 
Increase the weight of seizures and detections of those involved in the supply 

and possession of control drugs. 

TERRORISM 

AIM:- 

To reduce the risk to the community from terrorism and extremist activity. 

OBJECTIVE:- 

To raise awareness of the threat from Terrorism and Extremist activity in the 
comrn u n i ty . 
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DISORDER AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

AIM:- 

To enhance community safety and well being by impacting on disorder and 
antisocial behaviour. 

OBJECTIVE:- 

Maintain and strengthen key partnerships to reduce disorder and antisocial 
behaviour. 

SERIOUS AND ORGANISED CRIME 

AIM:- 

To impact on serious and organised crime. 

OBJECTIVE:- 

Detect, disrupt and deter those involved in serious and organised crime. 

VIOLENT CRIME 

AIM:- 

To engage with partners to achieve a sustainable reduction in violence in 
North Lanarkshire through problem solving and innovation. 

OBJECTIVE: - 
Reduce violent crime and its impact. 
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