
Minute of the Monthly Meeting of 
Forgewood Community Council 

held on 3rd May 2006 in Braidhurst High School. 

Present: Tommy Hughes (Chair), Jackie Bettley (Treasurer), Marion Craig and Gavin Nichol 
(Secretary). 

In Attendance: Derrick Hannan, Rector, Braidhurst High School. 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Action 
Required 

by 

Shirley Bean (Vice Chair) and Louise Law. 

2. Minute of Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the previous meeting held on the 12‘h of April 2006 
was approved. 

3. Matters Arising from Last Meeting 

Item 5 Finance: Preparation for the annual audit is still ongoing. All Cllrs 

Item 7c: On going -there is still concern about the disgusting state 
of the 2 communal bins sheds located directly opposite the 
entrance to Braidhurst High School. 

Item 9d: The Chair has still to contact Tom Gaffney to ascertain 
NLC’s position on the locking of Airbles cemetery gates. 

Chair 

4. Correspondence 

a) Motherwell Crime Prevention Panel invited the Community 
Council to nominate a Councillor to become a panel 
member. It was agreed that the Secretary should write to 
the Panel stating that FCC will send a Councillor to future 
Panel meetings. 

Secretary 

b) The Director of Planning & Environment, NLC had written 
concerning objections to the “Glasgow and the Clyde Valley 
Joint Structure Plan 2000 - Third Alteration 2006”. Any 
objections that FCC has to the Plan should be submitted to 
the Scottish Executive by the gth of June 2006. 

c) An acknowledgement letter had been received from NLC to 
our objection to the planning application for 153-flatted 
properties at Park StlAlbert St, Motherwell. 

Note of Action: The Secretary wrote on the 4th of May to Southern 
Area Office, Planning & Environment Dept, NLC requesting that 
Forgewood Community Council be hear ’in person’ by the Planning 
and Environment Committee. 
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5. Finance 
Chair, 

Treasurer & 
Secretary 

A pre-audit final check of our procedures and accounts will be held 
during the week beginning the 14th of May. 

6. Estate Management & Regeneration 

a) Braidhurst High School Refurbishment - A resume of the 
update from the Rector- Derrick Hannan. 

The school building is 42 years old and accommodates 560 pupils 
plus 70-80 staff. The current refurbishment budget is between f2 
and f2.5million. 

Work has been continually delayed because of a number of 
reasons including contractual problems. Ther are 4 main ongoing 
areas: - 

(i). Double-glazing. Top of the range windows being installed 
throughout the school using solar filter glass. Work on the Tower 
block is to be finished by June 2006. There were some delays in 
this work due to the discovery of asbestos and ‘problems’ with a 
contractor. 

(ii). There are thirteen entrances and exits to the school buildings. 
However only eleven entrance ramps are being constructed. 

(iii). Car parking is still an issue. Plans were drawn up to ensure 
separation between pupils and vehicles. 

(iv). Under the main tower block - the partnership base. The base 
is to be enclosed - completed by Summer 2006 - it will be the size 
of two classrooms for a S5 and S6 common room and for 
GuidancelLearning Support. The work is six months overdue in 
timescale, having taken twice the scheduled time. 

Sports Comprehensive - will be a 24/7 facility - initial work had to 
be delayed due to problems with foundations. Full-sized Astroturf 
with floodlights - will be used for football, hockey and tennis. There 
is also a grass pitch. All facilities are to be made available to the 
local community - discounts should be available. 

Four changing rooms - includes showers, physiotherapy room, 
referee changing accommodation. 

Gym - has been extended in size - the fitness equipment is in it, at 
the present time (the gym equipment now located in new large 
storage area in the gym hall). 

Sports Barn - wooden sprung floor is being laidlnew changing 
roomslimproved lighting. 

All facilities to be used by community - discounted for local 
community. Local peoplelformer pupils are being encouraged to 
join sports management group. The Management Group are ready 
to get up and running. 

Page 2 of 3 



Braidhurst High School has 50 clubs and activities offered within 
the school. Strathclyde Park is also being used. The school hopes 
to have its own website up and running this summer. 

Unify in our commUN/TY. Since the demise of the FCDT, a 
welcome new community lead group has been sent-up in 
Forgewood. The group is called “Changing Forgewood” 
and has the full support of the Community Council. 

Playpark - Demo/ition/Rep/acemen f . The demolition work 
and consequence tidying up of the site is ongoing. The 
replacement options are spelt out in a draft document 
produced by the consultants ‘Connon Design Associates’. 
The Study will be finalised after a Community Open Day at 
the end of June. It is hoped that the Community view 
(particularly, the views of children/youth) is given the 
greatest priority in the final draft. 

Housing - Demo/ifion/Rep/acement. The flatted NLC 
housing stock that is to be demolished is to be replaced by 
semi-detached (front & back) houses for Registered Social 
Landlords (i.e. Housing Association) and private housing 
needs. 

Woodvi//e Rise. Phase 2 & 3 are close to having a new 
Factor appointed with the assistance of several 
departments of NLC. The ever-increasing number of private 
landlords is of concern for the future sustainability of this 
part of our Ward. 

7. Community Safety 

Gangs. Drunkenness, unruly behaviour, vandalism etc are still 
continuing problems for parts of our ward. FCC has a good 
working relationship with all agencies involved in countering 
these problems; in particular our community police officer and 
Inspector. 

8. AGM 

Further detailed discussions of the arrangements for our AGM on 
the 7‘h of June then ensued. 

9. AOCB 

None. 

10. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Forgewood Community Council will be the 
AGM to be held on the 7‘h of June 2006, 

Tommy Hughes 
Tommy Hughes, Chair, Forgewood Community Council 
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