
Forgewood Community Council 
Minute of a Meeting of Forgewood Community Council 

held on lgth of September 2007 in Braidhurst High School. 

Present: Tommy Hughes (Chair) Louise Law 
Jackie Bettley (Treasurer)) Shirley Bean 
Gavin Nichol (Secretary) 

In Attendance: Frances Dowdells and Councillor Michael Ross, NLC. 

Agenda 
item 
No. 
1. 

2. 

3..  

4. 

5. 

6 &7.  

DRAFT 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Action 
Required 

by 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a warm 
welcome to Councillor Ross who was attending one of our meetings 
for the first time. Apologies for absence had been received from Bill 
Eadie, Marion Craig, Councillor Annette Valentine and Councillor 
Paul Kelly, NLC. 

Minute of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 14th of June 2007 was approved. Secretary 

Matters Arising from Last Meeting 

None; apart from to state that FCC’s networking with the 3 new 
Councillors in our multi-member Ward 16 has been excellent and has 
been of noteworthy benefit to our area. 

Correspondence 

Many of the issues dealt with by the Community Council are handled 
via e-mail. An outline, of the current issues was provided by the 
Chair. Most of these issues were more comprehensively discussed 
during subsequent agenda items. 

Finance 

At the 30th of June, there was a total of E 1,093:83 in our Community 
Council bank account. However of this sum, €378 has been sent 
aside for the previously agreed software and hardware upgrades to 
Community Council IT equipment. 

Community Safety & Estate Management and Regeneration 

Agenda items 6 and 7 were dealt with together. Cllr Ross’s many 
inputs throughout our discussions were much appreciated by the 
Community Council. A resume of the main discussion areas follows: 

New Play Area. 
FCC is glad that at last this community~facility is under construction. 
It was noted that whilst under construction at least 2 malicious fires 
have occurred. FCC was/& is extraordinarily aware of the potential 
for misuse and vandalism in the play area. 
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‘Big Blether 2 (BB2)’. 
FCC is pushing ahead with the organisation of 882 -the theme of 
which will be Community Safety which emerged as one of the main 
areas of concern during our original Big Blether earlier this year. 
Mary Flannigan, senior CL&D worker, NLC has been most helpful 
and supportive in our efforts. 

Local Area Partnership. 
Full versions of Community Council Minutes are no longer presented 
on the Agenda of the LAPlMotherwell & District Area Committee, 
NLC. FCC wonders when and how this policy was agreed. 

Community Safety. 
The types of low level crime are virtually common throughout all 
areas in Motherwell. “N” Division, Strathclyde police has recently 
changed the shift pattern of officers to maximise numbers available 
at ‘peak problem times. 
The possibility of community councillors visiting the Police 
calkontact centre at Windmillhill Street and NL’s CCTV centre was 
mentioned by Cllr Ross. 

Chair &/or 
Secretary 

Policing initiative. 
Superintendent Greig Robertson had indicated that ‘trial purchasing’ 
of alcohol would soon begin in the Motherwell area. 

Greenlink. 
The Greenlink has been an excellent facility that is much appreciated 
by residents. However particularly during the summer months, efforts 
(by the Police, CSFT and NLC plus our community) must be made to 
ensure that ‘yobs’ do not deter the public from using this facility. 

Regeneration. 
FCC will contact Jonathan Smith, Local Regeneration Officer, NLC to 
ascertain the reasons for the deal in the commencement of the 
demolition of NLC’s housing stock in the Marmion Crescent area of 
Forgewood. FCC will seek to establish when the demolition will 
begin. 
The Secretary is to contact Jonathan Smith to ensure that all 3 of 
Ward 16’s Councillors are invited to attend future meetings of the 
Forgewood Housing Management Group. 

Secretary 

Cemeteries. 
The Chair is to contact NLC to ascertain when the policy of leaving 
cemetery gates unlocked overnight was agreed. 

Chair 

Woodville Rise. 
An overview of the past, and more importantly the present state of 
affairs in Woodville Rise (Phase 2 & 3) and the ongoing position in 
Phase 1 was given by the Chair. 
The Chair and Secretary [as representatives of Woodville Rise 
(Phase 2&3) Residents Group] will attend a meeting called by NLC to 
be held in Coatbridge on the 4th of October which aims to initiate the 
selection process for a first ever Factor for Woodville Rise Phase1 . 

The change in NLC’s Special Uplift policy and practice has caused 
significant community aesthetics problems throughout Woodville 
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8. 

9. 

10. 

Rise. Additionally, the 6 week wait for a requested and agreed uplift 
has caused further problems as ‘rubbish’ has to be left out-with 
residents’ flats. 

Additionally, several private landlords are not acting responsibly on a 
tenancy change as the rubbish (including ‘white goods’) of previous 
tenants is being dumped on communal land. 

Cllr Ross did suggest that the residents of Woodville Rise should 
contact NLC’ Local Housing Office to arrange for a community skip to 
be periodically left in the area. 

Christmas Lights for Bellshill Road? 
FCC has long thought that Christmas lights decorating the trees 
along the Bellshill Road would lift residents’ spirits during the festive 
period. Cllr Ross’s assistance in achieving this aim was requested. 

Community Engagement. 

Forgewood Community Council engages with its community at 
various levels. Our website and our ‘Big Blether’ series of public 
engagement events are two excellent examples. 

The three Councillors in our Ward 16 hold a total of around 9 
surgeries per month where residents can engage with their elected 
representatives. 

AOCB 

It was decided that Forgewood Community Council’s winter team- 
building event will be held on the 8’h of December in the Old Mill 
hotel. Councillors 

All 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Forgewood Community Council will be held in 
October in Braidhurst High School on the date as yet to be 
confirmed 

AI I 
Councillors 

Tornmy 7iiqC;es 
Tommy Hughes 
Chair 
Forgewood Community Council 
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