
Forgewood Community Council 
Minute of a Meeting of Forgewood Community Council 
held on 24th of October 2007 in Braidhurst High School. 

Present: Tommy Hughes (Chair) Louise Law 
Jackie Bettley (Treasurer)) Shirley Bean 
Bill Eadie Jill McGarrell 
Gavin Nichol (Secretary) 

In Attendance: Frances Dowdells 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 

I. Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Action 
Required 

by 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies for absence 
had been received from Marion Craig, Councillors Annette Valentine, 
Paul Kelly, and Michael Ross, NLC. 

2. Minute of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the I gth of September 
2007 was approved; subject to 3 minor phraseology changes. 

Secretary 
& Chair 

3. Matters Arising from Last Meeting 

Cemeteries entrance gates being left unlocked appears to be NLC's 
policy. Bill Eadie is to contact NLC to obtain an explanation of NLC's 
current policy concerning the locking of cemetery gates. 

Bill Eadie 

4. Correspondence 

Many of the issues dealt with by the Community Council are handled 
via e-mail. A written report of the current issues was provided by the 
Chair. For some of the issues a verbal update was provided. 
However, most of the issues were more comprehensively discussed 
during subsequent agenda items. 

5. Finance 

At the 28th of September, there was a total o f f  1,09853 in our 
Community Council bank account. However of this sum, 
approximately f 225 has been sent aside for previously agreed 
hardware upgrades to Community Council IT equipment. 

6. Estate Management Issues. 

The following issues are continuing to be raised with NLC: 
a. Fly tipping at the Dalriada crescent bin sheds. Departments at 

NLC have had enough - legal action against the culprits is 
the next step. 

b. The 3 story block of flats at Dinmont Cr - broken windows 
etc. 

c. The dreadful state of the areas to the rear of the shops on 
Kylemore Cr. Letter received from NLC on this matter - the 
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‘mess’ is to be sorted. 
d. Provision of Christmas lights on Bellshill Rd - ongoing via Cllr 

Ross. 
e. The Alternate Weekly Collection of domestic rubbish as been 

approved by NLC. Little or no community engagement talks 
were held prior to this decision by NLC. 

f. The grass area and former play area behind the shops at 
Kylemore-Talisman Crescent requires ground 
maintenance/landscaping. The matter will be taken up at the 
Forgewood Housing Management Group (FHMG). A detailed 
breakdown of the costs incurred to date on the landscaping of 
the old play area will be sought. 

Secretary 
a Chair 

The new Play Area has been completed at Fife DrlKylemore Cr. 

Housing & Social Work. 

Woodville Rise. 

Phase 1 - efforts to establish a factor for this area of the estate are 
well in hand. 

Phase 2 & 3 -the new factoring arrangement has been a great 
success. The remedial repairs programme is virtually complete. The 
Factor is working on a schedule of works for Cyclical Maintenance. 
Plans are in place for owners to create a ‘sink fund’. The 2 year old 
on going consultation concerning NLC adopting the ground 
maintenance of the communal areas around car parks has still not 
been resolved. 

Regeneration. 

Slow progress is being made on the demolition of some of NLC’s 
housing stock. FCC will attempt to have Jonathan Smith attend our 
next meeting to update us on the current state-of-play. 

Chair 

FCC feels that NLC has been concentrating on ‘bricks & mortar’ 
issues in Forgewood over the recent years and that it is important 
that social issueslproblems must now be tackled. 

Taxis. 

FCC has been trying to obtain details of the extent to which NLC 
departments hire taxis to deliver some services. Total cost/possible 
alternativedbest value are some of the associated issues under 
consideration by FCC. So far we have had no reply to 2 e-mailed 
enquiries. 

Temporary Accommodation. 

A letter has been received from Housing Services, NLC on our 
enquiries -the details in the letter have not reassured FCC. FCC will 
attempt to arrange meetings with both Mary Castles and Monica 
Paterson. & Chair 
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7. Community Safety 

Big Blether 2 (662). Mothetwell Community Forum (MCF) and 
Forgewood Community Council are jointly organising this Motherwell 
wide ‘Community Safety’ event which will be held on the 5ith of April 
2008. Several planning meetings will be held before Christmas which 
will involve several departments of NLC and also ‘N’ Division of 
Strathclyde Police. The Chair gave full details of the event and of the 
aims of the forthcoming planning meetings. Cllr Valentine has stated 
that financial assistance may be available via a Community Grant. 

Fire Starting. Recently, several incidents of malicious fire raising 
had been noted on the estate. Jonathan Smith, Regeneration 
Manager, NLC had been e-mailed for his comments. He in turn had 
spoken to Strathclyde Fire & Rescue Service who stated that there 
has not been a noticeable increase in the number of incidents to 
which they have had to respond. 

Motherwell Crime Prevention Panel. Bill Eadie reported that since 
our last meeting no further meetings of the Panel have been held. 

Contact Centre Uor  CCTV Centre Visit. As part of the build up to 
BB2, visits to the two centres for members of both MCF and FCC 
may be arranged. 

Community Police Office. FCC will ensure that our Community 
Police Officer attends meetings on at least a once per quarter year 
basis. & Chair 

8. AOCB 

The future of the vacant site left after the demolition of the house on 
Bellshill Road was discussed. Subsidence had been the cause of the 
need for final demolition and clearing of the site. One of the options 
considered was the erection of a substantially high fence around the 
site. The Community Council will write to NLC to ascertain the future 
plans for this area. & Chair 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Forgewood Community Council held on the 22”d 
of November in Braidhurst High School. 

AI I 
Councillors 

Tommy Hughes 
Chair 
Forgewood Community Council 
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