
Forgewood Community Council 
Minute of a Meeting of Forgewood Community Council 
held on 27‘h of February 2008 in Braidhurst High School. 

Present: Tommy Hughes (Chair) Louise Law 
Bill Eadie Shirley Bean 
Gavin Nichol (Secretary) 

In Attendance: Councillor Michael Ross, Jonathan Smith, Local Regeneration Manager, NLC 
and Frances Dowdells. 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Action 
Required 

by 

Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies for absence 
had been received from Councillors Valentine and Kelly, NLC and 
Jackie Bettley (Treasurer). 

Minute of Previous Meetings 

The Minutes of the 2 previous meetings held on the 22nd of 
November 2007 and on the 16‘h of January 2008 were approved. 

Matters Arising from Last Meetings 

None; only to note that Bill Eadie was elected as a Community 
Councillor at our 2007 AGM. 

Correspondence 

Many of the issues dealt with by the Community Council are handled 
via e-mail or on a face-to-face basis. A verbal report of the current 
issues was provided by the Chair. Additionally, some of these issues 
were discussed during subsequent agenda items. Some of the 
issues discussed were: 

a) Polish Community/Congolese Refugees. A long discussion 
ensued. Ranging from migrant workers in the private rented 
sector through to FCC’s attempts, via Forgewood 
Cooperative HA, to fully engage with our Polish residents. It is 
to be hoped that in the not too distant future one of our Polish 
residents will be able to join us. FCC continues to liaise with 
CL&D, NLC over the integration of our Congolese residents. 
At the moment it has been decided that our Congolese 
community are not quite ready to fully engage with the 
Community Council. 

Secretary 

b) ‘Curry Express’. The business has new management in 
place. Covert CCTV cameras have been successful in 
deterring/resolving several ‘racial abuse’ incidents. 
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Woodville Rise Phase 1. The mains issues arising from 
Phase 1 were anti-social behaviour; vandalism by children as 
young as 7 years of age. Most of these ills stem from the 
residents who are using the private rented sector. The 
problems caused by a minority are having a major impact on 
the quality of life for the majority of our residents. FCC is 
seriously concerned at the Local Authority’s and the Police’s 
inability to resolve our concerns. 

Woodville Rise Phases 2 & 3. The first anniversary of the 
appointment as Link to factor this area of our estate is fast 
approaching. Overall, the residents are pleased with the 
service provided by Link and look forward to further 
improvements/developments in year two. 

NLC’s use of Taxis. FCC’s initial enquiry to NLC centred on 
the use of taxis to move children to and from school. The 
issues covered have now blossomed. NLC is in the middle of 
a review of its taxi useltaxi contracts. This review should be 
completed in May 2008. The Chair will continue to 
pursue/monitor this issue. 

Christmas Lights. Unfortunately, NLC had not been able to 
provide Christmas lights on the Forgewood section of the 
Bellshill Road during December 2007. It is to be hoped that 
the lights will be on over the Festive Season of 2008 

5. Estate Management & Community Safety 

Unfortunately, Constable Rob Brown was not in attendance to 
present his policing report. Councillor Michael Ross and Jonathan 
Smith, NLC’s Local Regeneration Manager contributed to a wide 
ranging discussion of ongoing estate management and community 
safety issues. The main areas discussed were: 

Children’s Play Area. The area has been a popular and 
welcome facility. Drainage of the area has been a problem, 
which was caused during the initial site clearance operation 
by NLC. Further substantial expenditure is now required by 
NLC to reinstate the drains. In the not too distant future, 
improved lighting is to be installed in the area. 

Demolition/Regeneration Area. It is expected that 10 of 
NLC’s blocks will be demolished by March 2008. 
Approximately 150 of the 174 families in the area have 
already been re-housed. 

The ‘Dinmont’ Problem block. The ever-present problems 
caused by the residents of this NLC block were yet again 
comprehensively discussed. The level of expenditure on 
repairs to the block far outweighs the rental income. 

‘Better Services’. The company Ironside-Farrah have been 
retained by NLC to fully examine 6 areas in Forgewood. The 
aim being to potentially build a new community facility. The 

Chair 
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building is likely to be able to provide accommodation for e.g. 
a Nursery, cafe, health clinic, boxing club and meeting rooms 
for community groups/clubs. FCC is fully engaged in the 
consultation process. Ironside-Farrah will report their findings 
in April 2008. 

6. Finance 

The balance in FCC's account at the 31" of December 2007 was 
f 674:32. 

Treasurer 

7. AOCB 

None. 

8. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Forgewood Community Council held on the 26'h 
of March 2008 in Braidhurst High School. 

All 
Councillors 

Tommy Hughes 
Chair 
Forgewood Community Council 
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