
Forgewood Community Council 
Minute of a Meeting of Forgewood Community Council 

held on 26‘h of March 2008 in Braidhurst High School. 

Present: Tommy Hughes (Chair) Jackie Bettley (Treasurer). 
Shirley Bean (Vice Chair) 
Bill Eadie Gavin Nichol (Secretary) 

Louise Law 

In Attendance: Councillor Michael Ross and Frances Dowdells. 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Action 
Required 

by 

Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting; a particularly warm 
welcome was extended to Cllr Ross. Apologies for absence had 
been received from Councillor Kelly, NLC. 

Minute of Previous Meeting 

The Minute of the previous meeting held on the 27‘h of February 
2008 was not available due to computer ‘.trouble’. The Secretary is 
to ensure that the draft Minute is available for FCC’s March meeting. Secretaw 

Matters Arising from Last Meeting 

None. 

Finance 

The balance in FCC’s account at the 3ISt of December 2007 was 
€674:32. Approximately f300 has still to be deducted for the Chair 
and Secretary’s honorariums. 

Treasurer 

Councillor’s Round-up 

Councillor Michael Ross gave a short round-up. He re-iteratedlup- 
dated the items that were covered in the briefing given by Jonathan 
Smith during our previous meeting. 

Estate Management & Community Safety 

a) Woodville Rise Phase 2 & 3. 
The continuing lack of maintenance of the vegetation on the 
communal land is a blight on the area. The residents need 
financial support from NLC to ensure the area is brought up 
to spec and remains so. The Chair is to formally write to Cllr 
Ross who will bring the issue to the attention of the 
appropriate Director. 

Chair 
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DatalStatistics from NLC. 
Tom Gaffney and the administration staff of NLC have been 
very supportive in FCC’s search for social/demographic 
statistics concerning our Ward. Some of the statistics that 
have emerged are: 

The large number of elderly residents in the Ward. 
The number of single males that are housed in the 
Ward is disproportionately large. 

i. 
ii. 

Housing Allocation. 
NLC’s housing allocation policy was briefly discussed. 
Against NLC’s present policy and desire, the local authority is 
being forced in to using a ‘points system’ by Communities 
Scotland and the Scottish Government. 

Vandalism by Children. 
Vandalism is still a concern for residents in the Ward. Cllr 
Ross gave an example in the North Motherwell area, where 
75% of the vandalism is being caused by one group of boys. 

EthnidRacial Abuse. 
Although these incidents are limited in number, they continue 
to be of concern, Most of the incidents are caused by 2 or 3 
individuals. 

Report from Motherwell Crime Prevention Panel. 
Bill Eadie presented a comprehensive report on the Panel’s 
AGM. Several incidents reported by the Motherwell Police, 
during the AGM, were further discussed, Bill had also raised 
our concerns about the problems caused by Forgewood 
‘gangs’ and the general level of violence in the Ward. 

Financial Inclusion. 
The Chair and Secretary had recently attended a conference 
in the centre of Glasgow, which was organised by the 
Scottish Centre for Regeneration. The theme of the 
conference was ‘Financial Inclusion’. The Chair fully briefed 
the meeting on the topics covered during the conference. It 
was agreed that FCC would raise, at the next meeting of the 
Motherwell Community Forum, the idea of holding a ‘financial 
health check type event in Motherwell. FCC will approach the 
local Housing Associations to ascertain if they would be 
interested, in principle, in assisting with the running of such 
an event. 

7. AGM 

FCC’s AGM will be held on Wednesday the 25‘h of June at 7pm in 
Braidhurst High School. 

8. AOCB 

Bill Eadie raised the disturbing issue concerning BHS pupils climbing 
over the level crossing barriers whilst a train is approaching. The 
Chair will contact Mary Flannigan, CL&D, NLC to ask her to raise the 

Chair 

AI I 
Councillors 
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matter with the Rector. 

It was agreed that the Chair and Secretary are to be given an 
honorarium of f 150 each; and that the Treasurer would receive one 
of €50, 

Treasurer 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Forgewood Community Council held on the 30th 
of April 2008 in Braidhurst High School. 

All 
Councillors 

es 
Tommy Hughes 
Chair 
Forgewood Community Council 
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