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Minutes arisinq from the Reqular Meetinq held on 15 Mav 2013 

Members Present 
Mrs M Dickson, Mrs S McGregor, Mrs D Morley, Mr C Morley, Mrs M Alexander, Mr J 
Alexander, Mr R McCulloch, Mrs A McLaren, Mr Wm. Griffith, Ms D Cefferty, Mr W Dickson, 
Chief Inspector Connol, Constable Welsh. 

Apologies. 
Mrs I Rennie, Cllr. Cefferty. 

Guests 

Business A rising. 
The meeting was held in Harthill Senior Citizens Hall. The minutes from the previous 
meeting were read and accepted by the Members. Minute of 15/5/13 moved for acceptance 
by Ms M Alexander and seconded by Mr Wm. Griffith. 

Reach CSE 
No further update. 

Police Report. 
The Chairperson welcomed Chief Inspector Connol and Const. Welsh to the meeting. Const. 
Welsh delivered a succinct crime report for the area. During the previous month there had 
been 34 crimes reported to the police. Const. Welsh was glad to report that 22 crimes had 
been successfully dealt with giving a detection rate of 79%. The Members welcomed that 
although this was a slight increase in reported crime from the same period last year (32) 
there was a significant increase in the detection rate (52%). These figures do not include 
incidents covered by fixed penalty notices. Const. Welsh intimated that additional patrols 
were being deployed in the area as a deterrent and that this tactic appeared to be paying 
dividends. Traffic patrols had also been active throughout the area. The Members were 
reminded that the new number for reporting a non-urgent crime was ‘101’ whilst the 
emergency number remained as ‘999’. Youth still appeared to be congregating in the woods 
around Howburn Road - patrols had moved these youths on in the past and the area was 
still on the patrol route. Access to and from the M8 (eastbound) had now ceased due to the 
installation of heavy bollards on the entry and exit of the south-side service road. This may 
also see an end to the persistent fly-tipping on this road. Const. Welsh commented on the 
irresponsible parking issue - he would pass the information to the rest of the team but 
requested that if members of the public see this happening they should report the offender. 
Chief Inspector Connol gave a short but highly informative talk on the role of Community 
Policing and what how the police were actively working with communities throughout the 
area to reduce crime. After consultation with local residents (area wide) the main concerns 
highlighted were drunk and disorderly behaviour, assault, violent crime, drug use, drug 
dealing and speeding motorists. C.I.Conno1 assured the Members that he and his officers 
had acted on people’s concerns and he was confident that residents of Fortissat would see 
an improvement in the area due to the measures the police had taken. The Chairperson 
thanked both Chief Inspection Connol and Constable Welsh for their informative contribution 
to the meeting. 



Treasurer’s Report. 
Mr McCulloch reported that the CC’s financial statements had been returned by Feely & Co. 
on conclusion of the annual inspection. Feely & Co. had confirmed in writing that the 
financial affairs of the Community Council had been carried out in a prudent manner and that 
all records were in order. 

Gold Account f 1,022.48 
Current Account f 441.10 
Christmas Lights Account f7’380.36 

The Chairperson congratulated Mr McCulloch on his diligence in keeping the CC’s financial 
affairs in order and thanked him for his hard work throughout the year. 

Councillor’s Report. 
Due to other commitments Cllr. Cefferty was not in attendance. 

Surface Water and Drainage. 
Mr Griffith had carried out his own investigation regarding the water running down Breslin 
Terrace. Using old photographs he had managed to trace the line of three drains which ran 
from Edinburgh Road to the Howburn. Mr Griffith had informed NLC Inspectors of his finding 
and exploratory work had already begun. The sandbags had been removed from both the 
bottom of Breslin Terrace and the base of the sub-station on the footpath (Edinburgh Road). 

Heartlands Project. 
M8 overpass bridge nearly complete. 

Park and Ride/M8 Bridge. 
No further update. 

Roads. 
No further update. 

Speeding and Parking. 
See Police Report. 

Grounds Maintenance. 
Work to the playing field continues. 

Health Centre. 
The open surgery is still over-subscribed with some people waiting in excess of I”* hours 
whilst the timescale for appointments is two weeks. These waiting times may very well be 
attributable to patients electing to see a specific doctor. It was agreed that Mrs McLaren 
should arrange another meeting with the practice to discuss the situation. 

Public Park Group 
No further details available on how the fund raising is progressing. 

Fly-tipping, M8 Service Road. 
The service road has been cleared once again and heavy duty bollards have been installed 
at both ends. The Secretary suggested that thanks should be noted in the minutes to 
Siobhan McMahon MSP who had contacted Transport Scotland on the CC’s behalf. 

Correspondence. 
Letters of acknowledgement for NLC Planning. 
VANL monthly newsletter. 
VANL training schedules. 

Planning Application Information 
The Chairperson thanked those Members who had attended the planning meeting earlier in 
the month and especially to those who had asked the developer searching questions on their 
plans. 
Airvolution representatives had been present at the previous planning meeting. 
Unfortunately this meeting did not go as per the published agenda. Airvolution had been 
requested to attend the meeting to update the C.C. of the current position of their submitted 



. 
plans for Brownhill Farm (Shotts Wind Farm). Unfortunately, Airvolution used their allocated 
time (and more) in an attempt to answer the CC’s objection points to NLC on the 
development rather than update the Members on the current state of the planning 
application. The answers given did not satisfy the Members and therefore the CC’s objection 
to the development would remain. The Chairperson intimated that the CC had basically 
been ignored during the consultation phase and that it had taken from January (2013) when 
the application had been lodged until May for anyone from AV to come to the Community 
Council to explain in detail the merits of the proposal. AV was queried on why they had 
changed the name of the development mid-stream and why they had apparently 
concentrated their meeting efforts in Shotts. Alison Hood (Communications Manager) 
apologised if AV had given the impression that they were ignoring the CC; that had not been 
their intention. Alison suggested that the name change was an attempt to identify the site 
with the nearest town and that AV had carried out meetings with groups in the Harthill area. 
It was pointed out that Airdrie was the nearest town and that renaming the development 
‘Shotts Wind Farm’ did not reflect the reason given for the name change. The CC conceded 
that AV did in fact attend the Bingo and Art’s and Craft’s groups - but that was due to their 
information day being held in the same venue. The Secretary intimated that several people 
had not only noted but had remarked on the letters of support coming from the Shotts area. 
The majority, if not all of the letters cited ‘community benefft’ as justification for supporting the 
project and as such, the Community Council wished to know exactly what promises had 
been made to groups or individuals in Shotts regarding distribution of any CB derived from 
the project. As the development in its entirety was in Harthill, the CC felt that the 
employment of such tactics to gain support was not acceptable. In reply Alison stated that 
there had been nothing sinister in the meetings in Shotts and that nothing had been 
promised to any group in Shotts. Rad Hart-George (Senior Development Manager) 
suggested that his CEO Richard Mardon would come to the next full CC meeting and discuss 
the Community Benefit in detail. Rad was questioned on why no photographs from Harthill 
had been included in the application ‘photomontage’? Rad replied that the contents of the 
‘photomontage’ had been agreed with the planning department prior to the submission of the 
application. Cllr. Cefferty challenged this statement as he could not believe that any NLC 
planning officer had agreed that the contents of photomontage would not include 
photographs from the nearest settlement. Under the circumstances, and as the CC felt that 
this element of the application was deficient, Rad agreed that AV would commission 
additional viewpoint photographs from Harthill and Eastfield to be included in the 
documentation lodged with NLC. Both Alison and Rad were thanked for attending the 
meeting and it was hoped that they would keep the CC informed of any further developments 
to the project. 

Harthi// Wind Farm (Torrance Farm) 
The CC awaits a date from Harthill Wind on the delivery schedule of the first turbines. 

Shoffs Wind Farm (Brownhill Farm) 
See above under Planning. 

Will0 Wind Energy (Starryshaw Farm) 
Full planning application now lodged with NLC. 

Benhar Wind Farm (Treesbank Farm) 
The full planning application lodged on 29 March. 

West Benhar Wind Farm (Fauldhouse LLP) 
’Proposal of Application Notice’ received by NLC on 26 April. The developer now has 
approximately 12 weeks to lodge an application for the development with NLC. 

A. 0. C. B. 
Being no further business the meeting was closed. 

Next regular Meeting set for Wednesday 19 June 2013 


