
Kilsyth Community Council 

Minute of meeting held on 17 September 2008 in Burngreen Hall 

PRESENT: Margot Macmillan Scott Johnson Alex Machray 
Jean McLachlan John Freebairn John Smithson 
Carol Sullivan Alan Stevenson Jim Hutchison 
Charles Coulthard Ian Jarvis 

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor David Key 
Community Police Officers (Part-time) 
Pat Kelly, NLC Head of Planning 
Dave Sutton, NLC Planning Team Leader 
Members of Public 
Local Press 

1. APOLOGIES: Councillor Jean Jones; Councillor Mark Griffin 

2. POLICE REPORT: 

Constables David Little and Paul Dolan (Cumbernauld) presented a short 
police report. Youth disorder was presently being targeted along with the 
theft of high value vehicles from outside resident’s homes. Additional 
officers are to be deployed as Community Police Officers for a time after 
they graduate from the Police College. This will result in a visible increase 
in policing within communities. A number of questions were asked by 
members and members of the public including the delays happening when 
local residents were calling to report an incident. The officers accepted that 
there could be delays with all calls being diverted to a central control centre. 
The Chairman thanked the officers for their attendance. 

3. KILSYTH MAIN STREET: 

The Chairman handed over to Pat Kelly and Dave Sutton. Pat gave a brief 
update on general items including the new Local Plan. This was expected to 
go to committee by the end of October and then be considered by a meeting 
of the full Council. The Plan should go out for public consultation for 6 
weeks in January 2009 with a possible Local Public Inquiiy being arranged 
later in 2009. Pat then introduced Dave Sutton who has responsibility for 
build within Kilsyth Main Street. Dave confirmed that Rock DCM were not 



able to restore the White House building, which they own, at present. A 
number of options were being investigated including possible partnerships 
with a third party. Dave also confirmed that 44-48 Main Street was still 
owned by NLC and it was hoped to incorporate the redevelopment of this 
site with that of the White House. The shop front rehrbishment project was 
hoped to be started in late October and completed by early 2009. Further 
discussion took place around the restoration of the White House including 
possible residential development of the upper floor and retail development 
of the ground floor. The establishment of a heritage site on the ground floor 
was also an option to be considered. One of the long established shop 
owners, John Rennie, said that the conservation tag was a definite deterrent 
to new shop owners coming into the town centre. Carol Sullivan asked about 
development of the gap site opposite the White House. Dave Sutton stated 
that any funding from Historic Scotland precluded development of gap sites. 
It was agreed that Pat and Dave would come back early in New Year to 
discuss any progress made. The Chairman thanked Pat and Dave for 
attending the meeting. 

4. ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 

Complaints had been received about the area in front of the Royal Bank. 
Councillor Key agreed to investigate this issue. 
A historic document relating to Kilsyth had been purchased on the web. It 
was agreed that the community council should purchase the document. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 

John Smithson, seconded by John Freebairn, moved that the minute of 
Wednesday 20 August 2008 be approved. 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM ABOVE MINUTE: 

All actions from the last meeting had been completed. 

7. REPORT FROM TREASURER: 

The Treasurer stated the balance of the Admin. Account was E1675.00. 
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8. REPORT FROM SECRETARY: 

The Secretary confirmed the balance of the Projects Account was E956.56. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY: 

A number of items were discussed, including the brown tourist signs to be 
erected at the entrance to Colzium Estate and the recently donated paintings. 

10. PLANNING: 

The planning application by NLC for an extension to the former Burgh 
Chambers was discussed. This was to allow a move of the police from the 
present police station. It was agreed that the council should object to this 
application on the grounds of the roofing and cladding materials not 
matching the existing building. 

11. ENVIRONMENT: 

a. It was noted that Burngreen Lodge was now empty and boarded up. The 
Secretary to write to the Director of Housing and Social Services to ask what 
plans were being made to re-use the buildinghite and what progress had 
been made in the provision of a new Day Centre in Kilsyth. 
b. The Friends of Burngreen had requested a letter of support for stage 2 of 
the application for Heritage Lottery funding to allow major refurbishment 
work to be completed at Burngreen. Plans of the changes proposed were 
examined. There followed a heated discussion on the benefits/reasons/costs 
of doing this work which included refurbishing the Bandstand and Fountain 
as well as tree, grass and path changes. On taking a vote, 8 members voted 
to send a letter of support and 2 members voted against. 
Subsequent to the meeting, the Vice Chairman requested that his personal 
reasons for opposing the project be recorded in the minute. Scott believes 
that the Burngreen area is the only near perfect area in the town needing 
nothing more than care and maintenance. There is no known demand or 
concerns from the community that there is a need for wholesale change in 
this area, especially large earthworks to change footpaths for no reason. It is 
unethical to receive grant monies just because it is available for something 
that does not need done. This money should be used for other better causes 
either in our community or, indeed, elsewhere in the UK. 



12. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS: 

The notice board at the Lidl store, provided for the use of the community 
council when the store opened, was being used for other adverts. The 
Secretary agreed to write to the manager of Lidl thanking the company for 
the use of the board over the last few years and confirming that we were 
happy for it now to be used by others. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 15 October in Burngreen Hall. 
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