
Kilsyth Community Council 

Minute of meeting held on 15 October 2008 in Burngreen Hall 

PRESENT: Margot Macmillan Alex Machray Jean McLachlan 
John Freebairn John Smithson Alan Stevenson 
Charles Coulthard Ian Jarvis 

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor David Key 
Councillor Mark Griffin 
Community Police Officers (Part-time) 
Member of Public 

1. APOLOGIES: Carol Sullivan Jim Hutchison 
Councillor Jean Jones Local Press 

2. POLICE REPORT: 
Constable Colin Wiseman introduced Constable Paula Laybourne to the 
meeting. Colin advised members that there will be another two Community 
Police Officers in our area by the end of 2008, bringing the total to six, along 
with one Special Constable, There had been a marked drop in reported 
incidents since the last meeting with 24 reported. These were mainly for 
vandalism and minor crimes. Two serious assaults had taken place and 
suspects had been apprehended. The new manager at the Coachman Hotel 
would like to establish a “Pub Watch” scheme with other licensed premises. 
The Chairman thanked the officers for their attendance. 

3. ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 
Charles Coulthard had been approached by a local farmer concerning 
vehicular access to the path around Banton Loch. John Freebairn advised 
members that his understanding was that the farmer did not have a right of 
access around the lochside. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
After agreement to add a statement from Scott Johnston, giving his reasons 
for not supporting a funding application for work at Burngreen, John 
Smithson, seconded by Charles Coulthard, moved that the minute of 
Wednesday 17 September 2008 be approved. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING FROM ABOVE MINUTE: 
Councillor Key provided an update on his investigations into the 
unsatisfactory state of the ground in front of the Royal Bank. 
All other actions from the last meeting had been completed. 

6. REPORT FROM TREASURER: 
The Treasurer advised the balance of the Admin. Account was E1615.59. 

7. REPORT FROM SECRETARY: 
The Secretary advised the balance of the Projects Account was E956.56. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY: 
The Chairman and Secretary advised members of various items of 
correspondence sent and received since the last meeting. A letter from the 
NLC Director of Housing and Social Services advised that Burngreen Lodge 
had been made secure and would probably be declared surplus to 
requirements. If this was agreed, other NLC departments would be advised 
of its availability. If no other department wanted to use the facility, it would 
then be marketed for disposal. The letter also confirmed that plans for a new 
Day Centre in the Westfield area were at an advanced stage and work should 
commence on the site within a few months. 

Kilsyth Medical Partnership has agreed to hang the paintings gifted to the 
town by Mr Bill Piper of Michigan. John Smithson agreed to arrange for the 
paintings to be framed and Jean will arrange for them to be added to our 
insurance schedule with an estimated value of E100 each. 

9. PLANNING: 
The weekly planning and licence lists were reviewed. 
Plans associated with the proposed work at Burngreen were available for 
inspection by members. 

10. ENVIRONMENT: 
Alison Morrison is initiating a “Friends of Auchinstarry” group and would 
welcome any support from members of the community council. 
Ian Jarvis will be attending a “Walkers are Welcome” seminar in Prestatyn, 
North Wales, in the next few weeks, 
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11. FUTURE PROJECTS: 
The Chairman suggested a number of possible fiture events:- 

a. Heritage Evening - perhaps revisiting the scenes captured by the Bill 
Piper paintings, around February 2009. 

b. An event to coincide with Homecoming Scotland 2009. The Secretary 
agreed to try and make contact with the other places called Kilsyth. 

12. OTHER REPORTS: 
a. Alan Stevenson advised members that the International Carnival 

should be up and running again in 2009. A number of events are being 
planned at various venues to take place over a period of days. 

b. Charles Coulthard advised members that the Rotary Club is arranging 
a Carol Service in Burngreen and the annual senior citizens night will 
be held in the British Legion hall in March 2009. 

13. WEBSITE: 
It was agreed to add the Piper paintings to our website. 
A check will be made if links exist between our website and that of the 
Rotary Club. 

14. CHRISTMAS DINNER 
It was agreed to book Christmas dinner at The Boathouse on Wednesday 3 
December or Friday 5 December at 7.30pm. 

15. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS: 
John Freebairn asked Councillor Griffin what changing facilities would be 
provided at the new St Patricks Playing Fields. Councillor Griffin replied 
that facilities with 14 changing places will be available to coincide with the 
completion of ground works. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 19 November in Burngreen Hall. 
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