
Monkland Glen Community Council 

Minutes of a special meeting held in premises at the Excelsior Stadium, Craigneuk, 
Airdrie on Tuesday 5 December 201 1. 

This meeting was arranged by MGCC in conjunction with ASDA Stores Ltd. 

Sederunt: From MGCC, E.McEwan(Secretary), A. Miller, R. McCombe, H.Harper, 
R.Black, L. Watts, J.Peter, Dr Glen (Chair). 

By invitation, three representatives from North Calder Community Council and Hugh 
Lucas from Calderbank Conservation Society were also present. 

In attendance representing ASDA Stores were Lisa Rooke,(Property Communications 
Manager), Kathleen Hutchinson, Alex Mitchell(James Barr) and David 
McKechnie(Transport Consultant, AECOM). 

Application 11/01233/PAN for a foodstore and other commercial facilities was 
discussed at length. 

1. Alex Mitchell stated that the food store would be about 30,000m2 and have 
parking for some 300 cars. (It would be less than half the size of CB ASDA). 

2. Employment: Some 300 jobs would be created at the store with 200 in 
construction while the store was being built over 26 months. 

3. Transport issues received the most attention. ASDA store would be accessed 
off the A73. This would require the widening of the A73 to a 5 lane system 
into and out of the foodstore site. It was pointed out that the A73 is a 
congested, unsatisfactory route and that a by-pass of east Airdrie has long 
been discussed. New traffic lights are proposed at Craigneuk Avenue. 
However, the phasing of traffic lights from Chapelhall north has consequences 
for traffic flows elsewhere. The ASDA team was asked if they proposed to 
tackle the serious problems where Brownsburn Road meets the A73 and they 
would look into this matter. Much was made of pedestrian access and the 
cycle way but the view from MGCC was that only the brave would attempt to 
cycle in Airdrie as there were few if any facilities for them. 

4. Questions were asked about the proposed site and whether loss of parking 
would affect Airdrie United games. Burns, Stewart were content to move to 
more modern and suitable premises elsewhere in order to consolidate their 
activities presently spread over several small sites. 

5. The ASDA store would have the same range of goods as in Coatbridge but in 
smaller quantities. Clothing would also be offered. It might be open 24 hours. 

6. Concern was expressed for the present retailers in Airdrie and in such villages 
as Calderbank and Chapelhall, where there are food outlets in small 
‘supermarkets’. In addition, the viability of the existing petrol stations and fast 
food outlets on the A73 in the face of an ASDA store was raised. 

The meeting was constructive and the discussions useful. Official consultations will 
take place in the New Year and will be advertised in advance. 


