
OVERTOWN & WATERLOO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTE OF MEETING 2"d October, 2012 

Present: 
Joyce Brown, Robert Abraham, Margaret Abraham, John Brown, Jim Brownlie, Graham Marshall. 
8 members of public - including representatives of local businesses. 
Eleanor Histead (Representing Girl Guides) 
Cllr Jim Hume. 
Kirsten Robb of Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Partnership. 

Community Councillors: David Crichton, Shona Carr, Donald Histead, Gwen Syme, Jean Brown, 

Apologies: Cllr. Marion Fellowes. 

David welcomed all to the meeting, especially Eleanor who is joining us to represent youth groups of area. He 
outlined the Agenda points for this evening and apologised for not having copies due to a printer problem. 
He welcomed Kirsten Robb as guest speaker who will talk about proposals to save Jacob's Ladder. 
Cllr Hume was also welcomed and thanked for his attendance this evening. 

Minute of Last Meeting;: Read and approved. Proposed by John Brown, seconded by Donald Histead. 

Business Arising:; 
0 Update of Planning: Broposal for new shop premises. 

took the time to look over our concerns and those of the public within Overtown. FM had taken note of 
our concerns and has sought input from Roads Dept, Police etc this will go forward to the Planning 
Committee at a further meeting, scheduled for the 24'h October. Although the Planners have not 
objected to the proposals, following input from Cllrs. Hume and Fellows and our own objections they 
will make a site visit to fully assess the site. The Planners will not take into account commercial 
considerations of other businesses in the Community, however, both previously named Councillors will 
make that representation on their behalf and on the behalf of other objectors. David outlined the criteria 
that will be looked at during this visit. Roads Dept had not objected to proposals either, however we 
submitted further concerns and Jim Brownlie visited the site with Campbell Dyer to look at potential 
problems for pedestrians. It was explained to Jim that there is a proper procedure for the crossing and 
on examination this appeared to be working correctly. All of this is dependent on the pedestrian or car 
being within the range of the infra red sensor. Mr Dyer promised he would get the engineers out to 
look at the timings of the traffic lights as there is still concern locally about the potential for a major 
accident. A plan was produced showing the intention to put a stopping place in the middle of the road 
to allow traffic to turn into the new development. There was much discussion regarding this issue and 
local opinion represented here suggests that this is totally unsatisfactory and will be a major hazard at 
peak times. 
David expressed his gratitude for the positive way in which the Planning Dept have communicated with 
us on this issue. The voting on the accepted application will take place on 24* Oct and David hopes to 
attend that meeting. 
Concern was raised over the ability for large delivery vehicles to access the site especially once 11 
parking spaces are in situ. David stated that the plan states that this has been answered in the report and 
that Planning don't foresee a problem with this. 
A question was raised regarding the fact that the catchment area and population does not warrant a new 
development of shops. This was discussed at length and David suggested, as before that those with 
further objections should contact Cllr Doyle in person to raise their concerns. A member of the public 
stated he had emailed Cllr. Coyle asking to speak at the October meeting and had received a reply from 
Mr Gaffney stating no one could attend the meeting other than elected members. 
Cllr Hume offered to speak to the gentleman at his convenience regarding how to pursue this further. 
Local shop owner Mr Arif stated that it has been strongly suggested that the proposals are a 'done deal' 
and asked if the Community Council had any knowledge of this. David could only explain the planning 
process and suggest that most people expect that when someone applies they assume it will go ahead. 
Any further concerns should be addressed to the Planners. 

David and Jim spoke to Fraser Miller who 



David had asked Planning Dept. many questions related to the issue and in the interest of balance, stated 
the possible positive aspect of the proposals. 
would be happy to pursue this further if that is the consensus of the meeting body, however, he also 
suggested that the local Councillors could, support our position at the meeting. It is also hoped the 
Community Council will obtain a mandate to attend the meeting. Cllr. Hume will confirm this is 
possible and get back to us for details of who is attending on the C.C.’s behalf. 
Traffic concerns on Overtown to Waterloo bevond Primarv school - road will become a 30mph for 
its full length and Mr Dyer was asked to look at the blind dip on the road with a view to making it a no 
overtaking zone. 

David confirmed that we as a Community Council 

At this juncture, as time was limited, David introduced our guest speaker for the evening, Kirsten Robb. 

Kirsten addressed the meeting regarding a Heritage Lottery Funded Project to develop Community led 
initiatives, one of which could be to bring Jacob’s Ladder back to its best. 
She asked for suggestions from the main body, as to how we would like to go about developing the site and 
stated that approx E250,OOO could be available to assist in the project. This is mainly a Community led venture 
within a partnership with Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Project. They would help with applications for 
extra funding and with feasibility studies, logistics etc, and could be a useful tool when communicating with 
large companies eg Viridor. 
Kirsten suggested a public meeting be held to gauge interest within the community. The project consultants 
‘Ironside Farrar’ would send representatives along to the meeting to give a presentation on their feasibility 
studies and answer questions. David suggested we set up a sub committee of 3 or 4 Community Councillors to 
take this on board, they will liaise with Kirsten and the Community and report back to the CC where 
appropriate. This was agreed by all. Donald H suggested the group be called ‘Friends of Jacob’s Ladder’ and 
this was also unanimously agreed. 
Catherine Dickson, who was in attendance, was co-opted from the Brighter Village Association to take this 
forward to a Public Meeting in November. Following a general discussion it was agreed that a Saturday 
morning would be a good time for the event. The group will meet beforehand on Monday 22”d Oct at Gwen’s 
house to arrange details, with a view to holding the Public Meeting on Saturday 17‘h November in the morning. 
Phyllis suggested we promote the meeting at the planned ‘Fruit Day’ this coming weekend and Kirsten said she 
could do that. There was a general feeling of positivity toward this project and several ideas have already been 
given to the sub group for their consideration. 
There being nothing further to add at this time, David thanked Kirsten for her attendance and her enthusiasm 
for the project. 

Gwen, Jim, Bob and Graham volunteered to set up the sub committee and 

Following Kirsten’s departure, David reconvened the meeting, however, given the lateness of the hour it was 
agreed to shorten the Agenda to only necessary business and carry forward other points to the next meeting. 

Treasurer ReDort: &1,383.18 Balance at present. Gwen suggested we provide free tea & coffee at the 
public meeting. Cllr Hume suggested we apply for a Grant from the 4 local Councillors to cover costs of this 
and future events. Donald H will liaise with Cllr Hume about details of this. 

Secretarv ReDort: 
Minute up to date in her absence. She had already passed incoming mail to Chair and these were to be dealt 
with as time allowed this evening. 

Shona thanked everyone for their good wishes during her illness and for keeping the 

AOCB: 
Council Cuts A local resident raised her concerns regarding the proposed Council cuts and these were 
discussed at length. We, as a CC will endeavour to make the public aware of the proposed cuts by advertising 
in local press and producing posters etc asking individuals to make representation to the council during the 
‘Consultation’ period. 
Police Office Manning: A letter from Strathclyde Police was read out regarding actions regarding the manning 
of Police Office counters, however, following discussion, it is thought that plans are on hold regarding this. 
We will follow up at next meeting. 



* 

Xmas Favre : It was agreed we should take a stall again this year and this was confirmed with Catherine of the 
BVA. 
Cllr McCabe letters - David requested agreement to send a third letter to Cllr McCabe regarding the 
undemocratic representation on Committees within the council. David read out copies of his previous letters, 
which to date have not received a response, however, Cllr Hume explained the procedures involved in setting 
up each Committee and this answered many of our concerns. As we had reached the allotted Hire limit of the 
Centre, we could not fully discuss our forward options and no final decision was reached - carried fwd to next 
meeting. 

Date for the event is Sat 1‘‘ Dec, 2012. 

David thanked everyone for their attendance and support and the meeting was drawn to a close. 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 6th November, 2012 at 7.30pm 

ACTION POINTS: 

JeanB - Place notice in Wishaw Press asking O&W residents to make their feelings known about proposed 
Council Cuts during ‘Consultation’ period. 
Put notices in Community Centre, local shops etc., alerting residents about proposals and giving closing date of 
Consultation. 

- DH - Liaise with Councillor Hume regarding Grants available from local Councillors for use in regard to 
Public Meeting about Jacob’s Ladder initiative. 

Sub-Committee (GS, JimB, RA, GM and Co-opted Catherine Dickson of BVA) - Meet as 
“Friends of Jacob’s Ladder Group” at Gwen’s house 7.30pm on Mon 22”* Oct, to discuss and arrange details of 
Public Meeting to be held on Saturday morning 17” November, 2012. 
from Girl Guides. 

Liaise with Eleanor H. as to input 

Eleanor Histead - Arrange for Girl Guides to be present at the Public Meeting to serve tedcoffee etc. 

- sc - Carry forward points from last meeting and this, precluded from this one due to time constraints. 


