
Queenzieburn Community Council 
Tuesday 24th September 201 3 

Present: 

Also present: Councillors Heather McVey and Alan Stevenson. PCs Greg McColl and 

Donna Surgeon (chaired the meeting) Betty Baird, Marlene Provan, 
Elizabeth Dickson. 

Gary Johnson. 

Member of the public: Beth Williams 

Apologies: Ruby Keir, Joan Grant, Councillor Jean Jones. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved by Elizabeth Dickson and seconded 
by Marlene Provan. 

Matters arising from the June minutes 
AS said he had nothing further to report on the geotechnical survey regarding burn 
erosion. 

JJ left information regarding the completion of a fence. The fence work is not 
complete and is being followed up by Councillor Jones. 

Beacon site 
Clyde Valley Housing have requested attendance at the October meeting to show 
plans for the site. 
The site had a small fire at the weekend and safety and security of the site is an 
ongoing concern. 

Police report 
Three crimes had be report; 

1. theft of garden furniture 
2. a smashed window of a resident on holiday 
3. fire at the Beacon 

There were 15 calls to the Police; 9 for police advice, 3 road traffic and the three 
crimes detailed above. 

From the previous meeting minute. The police were asked for progress on Test 
Purchasing regarding the sale of alcohol to minors form the local shop. Police said 
that they do not have volunteers. HM suggested that the police liaise with Kilsyth 
Academy, the pupil council, and local CLD regarding youth forum or senior youth 
group volunteers. 

Elizabeth said that correspondence had been received from Police Scotland 
informing of a review regarding office hours and traffic warden services. Officer said 
that there is no planned change to Kilsyth office hours and that here have been no 
traffic warden services in Kilsyth for 18months. 

Dog Fouling was raised. Police refer this as a council matter. 
HM highlighted the recent responsible dog owner campaign called Enough is enough 
which encourages the reporting of irresponsible dog owners who do not pick up after 
their pets. Call 01698 4031 10. 



Dog mess bins have been requested for Dumbreck Terrace and Hillcrest. Action HM 
has made the request. 
Friends of the Earth gave a presentation on Unconventional gas extraction and 
fracking. 
There was a short discussion and question and answer session. Information 
materials were circulated. A campaign and action pack was left too. Paul the 
presenter suggested a public meeting for a more comprehensive presentation and 
discussion to see if the village wanted to mobilise a campaign before gas extraction 
begins. Also to influence the Local Development Plan - to ask for an outright ban or 
creation of buffer zones away from populated areas. 

There is a licence for this type of action in the area but has not been activated but 
there are 2 active sites in Scotland, closest to Queenzieburn is Airth the other is 
Canon bie. 

Planning 
Elizabeth reviewed all of the planning papers for the area and there is noting 
affecting Queenzieburn. 

Correspondence 
0 Letter had been received y Jamie Hepburn MSP. 
0 Letter to ask to present from Friends of the Earth, took place tonight. 
0 Invitation to attend CAB AGM is now past. 

Invitation received to attend the NLC performance event in Motherwell on 
10/10 at 1.30pm with networking and refreshments at 2.30pm. If anyone is 
interested in attending please inform Elizabeth to enable an RSVP to be 
submitted. 

0 Corporate Services of NLC have requested minutes of all QCC meetings, 
Action JJ 

Treasurers Report 
No change in balance. 

Hall Let 
The hall committee have raised that the bill for last year is outstanding but Marlene 
has not had an invoice or would have paid it. Invoices have been requested and will 
be paid at the next meeting of the community council. 

AOCB 

Buses 
Beth and Marlene highlighted changes ot the local bus services. 
First Bus have lost the contract for 1 bus on the 27 timetable. The 6am bus is run by 
McColls. This disrupts the pattern of buses and passengers can not use their passes 
or season tickets. QCC previously write to First Bus who responded by saying that 
there was no planned changes to the timetable but this is has happened. 

Travelling east beyond Kilsyth is difficult. Times of buses on both directions 
Discussion followed about the frustration of frequent buses in city centre but not on 
routes that get people in and out of the city. 



HM highlighted that since the bus subsidy was cut by the Scottish Government 
companies are drawn to profitable and busy services restricting services for less 
busy and rural services. 
Potential Action: 

Write to the Scottish Government Transport Minister and Shadow Transport 
Minister about the bus service subsidy and impact on the lives of villagers in 
Queenzie burn. 
Write to First Bus and McColls about service provision. 

NO action has been undertaken by HM on the above item. 

Parking 

Ongoing challenge in Anderson Avenue and Meadowside and it was also highlighted 
that emergency vehicles would not be able to get in and out of the street. 

Betty raised the issue of petrol spillage from a parked van in a street full of parked 
cars. The issue was raised to her by another member of the community she called 
the local fire service who said that if a discarded lit cigarette at touched the petrol the 
street of cars could have gone on fire. The fire service identified the vehicle owner 
who verbally aggressive to Betty as a result of her involvement. All on QCC were 
disappointed that Betty was abused for doing her civic duty. 

Discussion followed about the prospect of the unused park area being used as a car 
park. If it could be levelled, tarred and lit it would help. 

Wheelie bins 
Some streets individuals are not pulling there bins in for days. This with parked cars 
causes obstruction to pedestrians and hinders crossing the street. This is 
inconsiderate. 
Action: Potential Community Council leaflet to be considered. 

Overgrown trees and hedges 
Hedge at Old School House is limiting pavement and path access. This is limiting 
the impact of the street light. 

A803 There is a tree tunnel been created at the main road making it very dark for 
drivers and pedestrians. 

Hall Bins 
The Hall pays to have its bins emptied yet NLC litter pickers and others are putting 
black bin liners in the bins. This incurred a cost even when the centre was closed for 
repair. 

West of Scotland Housing Association Grass cut 
There has been no sign of the third and final grass cut so Elizabeth will give them a 
call. She has noticed an improvement in the quality of the cut and the work 
undertaken by the new contractors. 

Discussion - Questionnaire 
Should the Community Council undertake a survey of local issues? to enable then to 
create action on issues important to the whole village. 
Betty says we know all the issues already why do it. Elizabeth says we might get new 
members. Donna said at least we could tell show the village what they said was 



. 

important and what QCC had done about it. Marlene it shown we are trying to do 
something. 
Carry over to the next meeting. 

There being no other business the Vice-Chair closed the meeting. 


