
Minute of the Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on Monday 
2ISt April 2008 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 

Councillors Present: Rob Stuart (Chair); Harry Erentz; Marvyn Mackay; Ken Maxwell; Carol 

In Attendance: 

Public: 4 Persons 

Apologies: 

Graham and Alex Gibson. 

Cllr Brian Wallace, NLC and PC Chris McLeish, Strathclyde Police 

Jennifer Cloggie; Louise Pender, Frances McAveety, Cllr Frances 
McGlinchey, NLC 

I .o 
1.1 

2.0 

2.1 

3.0 

3.1 

4.0 

4.1 

5.0 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

5.5 

5.6 

5.7 

Remarks / Introductions 

Rob Stuart welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a special welcome to PC Chris 
McLeish who was a new Community Police Officer for the area and was attending the 
meeting for the first time. 

Apologies 

Apologies received from Jennifer Cloggie; Louise Pender, Frances McAveety and Cllr 
Frances McGlinchey, NLC. 

Minutes of the previous meeting 17th March 2008 

Rob Stuart explained that the minutes of the previous meeting were not available and 
would have to be considered at the next meeting of the council. 

Community Policing 

Pc Chris McLeish reported that there had been no significant crimes reported in the area 
during the last four weeks. There had been youth disorder incidents at Millerston, 
Craigendmuir Caravan Park and Stepps Public Park but only a few incidents where the 
police had intervened. He reported on the Open Day for young people held at Mount 
Ellen on Saturday lgth April. A number of issues arose from this event regarding lack of 
facilities in the area which would require consideration by North Lanarkshire Council. 
Rob Stuart thanked PC McLeishfor his attendance and report. PC McLeish remained for 
the rest of the business. 

Matters arising from previous meeting 

As there were no minutes of the previous meeting Rob Stuart stated that he would try to 
pick up and report on issues still outstanding from the meeting in February. 

Item 5.1 Rob Stuart reminded everyone to report any missed bin collections as that was 
the only way to get a better service and missed bins to be collected as soon as possible. 

Item 6.1 Marvyn Mackay had not yet been able to contact Caledonian Estates or Savills 
regarding the boundary fence in Mount Harriet Drive. Cllr Brian Wallace said he would 
contact relevant Estate Management on this matter. 

Item 6.2 There was still nothing to report on proposals to deal with overflow from the 
station car park. 

Item 6.3 Rob Stuart had still to speak to someone in the Parks Department regarding the 
storage of the fuel and burner equipment for the Millennium Beacon 

Item 6.5 A directional sign to Glasgow at the junction of Lenzie Road with Cumbernauld 
Road had still to be erected by the Roads Department. 

Item 6.6 Rob Stuart reported that the Stepps Primary School Log Books were in the 
possession of the Head Teacher at the new school. There was nothing further to report 
on the date for demolition and the removal of architectural artefacts and their possible 
relocation. 

Item 7. I Rob Stuart had looked a the planning application for the extension to the Travel 
Inn and found that it was proposed to add 21 rooms at the front and move the car-park 
and drop-off zone to another location. 
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Item 7.2 Rob Stuart had looked at the planning application for Craigendmuir Caravan 
Site which was to remove the tourist facility from the site. Whilst this might be seen as 
disappointing, it was not something which merited an objection. 

Item 7.3 Rob Stuart reported that the next stage for the Local Plan would be to ask for 
comments from the objectors to changes proposed by NLC after the earlier consultation. 

Planning Matters 

Rob Stuart reported on the recent weekly planning lists. Letters of objection had been 
sent to NLC regarding the application to convert a house at 75 Cumbernauld Road for 
use as a place of worship and the application for a 21 house development on the site of 
the old Stepps Primary School. He understood that the latter would be considered at a 
meeting of the Planning Committee on Is* May 2008. Cllr Wallace advised that there had 
been a meeting of local residents called by the applicant for 75 Cumbernauld Road but 
he had not been able to attend. 

In response to an enquiry regarding NLC’s policy with regard to the application from 
Crowwood Grange estate’s application for a further housing development east of Dewar 
Road, Cllr Wallace advised that the local plan did zone this area for housing. 

It was reported that there were rumours about the Guide Hut being used for boxer 
training which was confirmed. Cllr Wallace said that he had made enquiries with the 
planning department which indicated that such a use would not require a change of use 
planning application. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ken Maxwell reported that there was a balance in account of f2023.87. 

It was agreed to purchase a cupboard for the use of the council to be located in the 
school and also that enquiries to be made regarding the cost of a laptop Computer. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing a copy of a photograph taken at the 
civic event held by NLC to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of Community Councils. 

Letter from NLC enclosing a draft Customer Services Strategy for consultation until 23rd 
May 2008. Marvyn Mackay noted that although a pre-paid envelope had been included 
for the response, it was too small to for the response document. He agreed to complete 
a response on behalf of the council. 

Letter from NLC enclosing a proposed Housing Allocation Policy for consultation with a 
return date of 28‘h March 2008. As this had been only been received on 18‘h March it had 
not been possible to gather views in the short time available for a response. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing a copy of minutes of meetings of NLC, 
Committees and Sub-Committees to be submitted to meeting of NLC on 3rd April 2008. 

Letter of introduction from Hugh O’Donnell MSP for Central Scotland Region enclosing a 
poster with details of how constituents could make contact. Noted. 

Newsletter from Postwatch Scotland. Noted. 

Spring/Summer 2008 Newsletter from friends of Kelvin Valley Park. Noted. 

Northern Corridor Community Forum & Local Area Partnership 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had been elected Vice-Chair of the Northern Corridor 
Community Forum at the Annual General Meeting. The main issues under consideration 
were support to the Forum from North Lanarkshire Council; health services in the 
Northern Corridor and the upgrade of the A80 to a motorway. The next meeting of the 
Northern Corridor Community Forum would be on Tuesday 2gth April 2008 at 7.OOpm in 
Moodiesburn. 

Marvyn Mackay had attended the Local Area Partnership for the North Area and apart 
from issues for Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, there had been discussion about health and 
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social care services for the Northern Corridor. The next meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership was on 1'' May 2008 in Kilsyth when all the North Area Community Forums 
would raise the issue of support to Community Forums. 

Councillor's Verbal Reports 

Harry Erentz expressed concern about water seepage in Parkview Drive which had only 
begun to accumulate after the new school building began. He understood the 
contractors were denying any responsibility but Cllr Wallace said he was making 
enquiries. 

Alex Gibson raised the matter of the Millennium Beacon once again. Rob Stuart said he 
had spoken to the Parks Department about this and was awaiting a response. 

Ken Maxwell enquired about the Frankfield Loch site and the continued closure of the 
path from Stepping Stones Nursery to Cardowan. Cllr Wallace advised that the original 
closure order was for six months which was about to expire and he understood the 
Council had been in contact with the developers who had advised of delays due to the 
special ducts required under the new road for rare newts. 

Marvyn Mackay enquired about the removal of tactile pavements during the upgrade of 
the traffic lights along Cumbernauld Road from Third Avenue to Cardowan Road. Cllr. 
Wallace said he would make enquiries of the Roads Department. 

Any other business 

A member of the public enquired about the work being done on Cumbernauld Road at 
Edwards Place which was causing inconvenience and obstruction. Cllr Wallace stated 
gas pipes were being installed but it had taken longer than anticipated due to other 
utilities under the road at this point. The work was due to finish last weekend but it could 
be another week. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stepps and District Community Council will be the Annual General 
Meeting to be held on Monday lgth May 2008 in the Stepps Cultural Centre, Blenheim 
Avenue, Stepps at 7.30pm. The Ordinary Meeting for May would be held immediately 
after the Annual General Meeting. 

Marvyn Mackay 
Secretary 
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