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Minute of the Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
December 2008 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. Monday 

Councillors Present: Rob Stuart (Chair), Harry Erentz, Marvyn Mackay, Ken Maxwell and Alex 

Public: 3 persons 

Apologies: 

G i bson. 

Carol Graham, Jennifer Cloggie, Louise Pender, Frances McAveety, Cllr 
Frances McGlinchey, Cllr Brian Wallace and Tom Clarke MP. 
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Remarks I Introduction 

Rob Stuart welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from Carol Graham, Jennifer Cloggie, Louise Pender, Frances 
McAveety, Cllr Brian Wallace and Tom Clarke MP. 

Minutes of the previous meeting - 17'h November 2008 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th November 2008 were approved, subject 
to correction of typing errors, proposed by Ken Maxwell and seconded by Rob Stuart. 

Community Policing 

There were no police representatives and no report received. Marvyn Mackay reported on 
the discussion at the North Local Area Partnership meeting at which Chief Inspector 
Mulroney had said officers would attend community council meetings as and when time 
permitted. The decision to invite the Police to a meeting early in 2009 was reiterated and 
this to be the February meeting. 

No new police matters were raised. 

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

Item 5.1. There was nothing to report on the matter of replacing the boundary fence on the 
north side of Mt Harriet Drive. Further representation to be made to the managing agents. 

Item 5.2.There was nothing further to report on the matter of the overflow from the station 
car park. 

Item 5.3. There was nothing to report on the matter of the Millennium Beacon. 

Item 5.4. No date had yet been advised for the hearing on the housing development at the 
site of the old school. 

Item 5.5 Rob Stuart reported that a redraft of the Local Plan had been approved by NLC in 
November and it would be coming out for further consultation in February 2009. Any 
objections as this stage would be referred to a public enquiry and the Scottish Government. 
He understood that Hornshill Farm had been included as a proposed site the Motorway 
Service Station in the re-draft and this would be matter for objection by the council. 

Item 5.8 There was no information regarding the re-opening of Loch Road. 

Item 5.10 Planning enforcement had still to report on 2 Cumbernauld Road. Rob Stuart to 
make further enquiries. 

Item 5.1 1 Rob Stuart reported that the buildings within the Pear Tree Caravan site had 
been built to the approved plans and therefore no further action was possible. 

Item 5.12. There was no update on the submission of A Freedom of Information request sin 
respect of the site of the former primary school. 
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Item 5.1 3 Rob Stuart reported on correspondence he and individual objectors had received 
regarding planning application for a Motorway Service Station at Hornshill Farm. The letters 
indicated that there would be a site visit and hearing on Monday 22nd December and that 
the planning officer was recommending approval. He raised a number of concerns about 
the timing of the hearing, the short notice given, the number of supporting documents 
which had been put together by the planning department but not included with the letter 
and the inclusion of this site in the Local Plan which was still in draft not having been for 
consultation or approval. He would be attending the hearing but intended to submit a letter 
on behalf of the council raising these serious concerns and asking that the council 
postpone the hearing until after the conclusion of the local plan process. This was agreed. 

Item 5.14. Marvyn Mackay still to draw up a list of outstanding issues. 

Item 5.16 There was nothing to report on contact with NLC regarding the opening of 
pedestrian access between Nicolson Court and Station Road. 

Item 8.2 Marvyn Mackay asked if anyone had heard whether or not local residents in 
Crowwood Grange were putting forward a collective view of the Boundary Commission 
proposals. No one had any knowledge of such activity and the Secretary was asked to 
send the Council’s letter of support for the recommended changes. 

Item 9.2 Ken Maxwell reported that Cllr McGlinchey’s meeting with SPT regarding bus 
services in the area had been cancelled and he was not aware of a rescheduled meeting 
having been arranged. 

Planning Matters 

Rob Stuart distributed a list of planning applications updated to 8‘h December. There was 
only one new application for the area and that was a housing extension in Mt Harriet Drive 
which was not contentious. 

He had made enquiries regarding the sheds at Auchengree Nursery which were actually in 
the Auchinloch area. However, the height of the building was not excessive and would 
eventually be hidden as the trees and shrubs along the Stepps by-pass matured. 

In regard to other outstanding applications not already referred to above, he reported that 
there had been no development on the additional housing at Crowwood Grange and as this 
was a Local Plan issue, he did not expect any decision for some time yet. 

The application for the housing development at School Road had still to go to committee. 
However, neighbouring residents had been advised that the Council intended to upgrade 
the lane to the rear of Cumbernauld Road. It was felt that this was yet another sweetener 
for the developers. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ken Maxwell, Treasurer, reported that the balance in account remained at f 1973.15. 

The annual grant from NLC had not yet been received. 

Rob Stuart reported that he was awaiting confirmation of the order and location for the 
cupboard which the council was purchasing. 

Rob Stuart had still to make enquiries regarding prices for digital cameras. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on items of correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council with enclosure on Winter Services Policy and 
Procedures 2008 - 09 outling the treatment of roads during wintry weather. Marvyn 
Mackay thought the council should ask that the entrance road to the new Stepps Primary 
School and Nicolson Court leading to the station car park should be given priority noting 
that School Road was still being gritted despite the school having relocated. 
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Letter from North Lanarkshire Council advising that the council were seeking new members 
for the local prison visiting committee. As no one expressed an interest this was noted. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing minutes of meetings of the council, 
committees and sub-committees to be submitted to a meeting of the council on 27'h 
November 2008. Noted. 

Letter from Scottish Natural heritage enclosing a copy of their autumn magazine 'The 
Nature of Scotland'. Noted. 

Card from Rekk Ltd advertising youth shelters. Noted. 

Northern Corridor Community Forum and North Local Area Partnership 

Marvyn Mackay reported that at the next meeting of the Forum would be on Tuesday 20th 
January 2009 at 7.00pm in the Stepps Cultural Centre at 7.00pm. 

Marvyn Mackay reported on his attendance at the North Local Area Partnership on 11 th 

December 2008 as representative of the Northern Corridor Community Forum. There had 
been a presentation on the NLC budget and council tax setting for 2009-10. The fiance 
officer indicated that due to loss of income, the council was facing a deficit next year and 
had to consider raising council tax or savings. He thought the latter would be the case as 
there was an agreement with the Scottish Government not to raise the council tax. There 
was a police and rescue services report which showed that crime in the Northern Corridor 
had been low and had fallen in the last quarter, There was a report from the NHS which 
outlined new arrangements for GP services to care homes but excluded Chilterns in 
Chryston as it was still under NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde. There were also details of 
pharmacy arrangements over the festive season but no details for the Northern Corridor 
other than that a service would be available at Cumbernauld Health Centre. In response to 
a question from Marvyn Mackay, it was stated that arrangements are being finalised for the 
handover of management of community health services in the Northern Corridor on 1"April 
2009 and that there would be publicity regarding the new arrangements and which NHS 
Board was responsible for individual services after that date. 

Marvyn Mackay suggested that Geraldine McQueen, the General Manager for the North 
Area be invited to a Council meeting around the time of the changeover to explain the 
changes and answer questions. This was agreed. 

Councillors' Verbal Report 

Ken Maxwell was concerned about parking on the pavement in Cardowan Drive and 
Nicolson Court arising from the overflow at the station car park. He suggested that the 
matter need to be taken up again with the Roads Department of NLC. 

Any Other Business 

Ken Maxwell reported on aspects of the Strategic Transport Plan for the next 10 years 
which included proposals to electrify the railway line to Cumbernauld and to provide a park 
and ride facility at Robroyston. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stepps & District Community Council will be held on Monday 1 gth 
January 2009 at 7.30pm in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 
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