
Minute of the Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
Monday 21" February 201 1 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 

Present: Councillors Marvyn Mackay, Ken Maxwell, Alec Gibson and Carol Graham. 

Public: 61 persons 

In attendance: 

Apologies: Louise Lamond, Frances McAveety and Tom Clarke MP. 

Adrian Smith Planner Buchanan Park, Julian Perry Catalyst Sixth, Cllr Brian 
Wallace, NLC 
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Remarks/lntroduction 

In the absence of a Chair, Marvyn Mackay welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Mawyn Mackay advised that in order to continue the Meeting, the Council needed to either 
elect an Interim or permanent Chair of the Council. He proposed Ken Maxwell which was 
seconded by Carol Graham and Ken accepted appointment as Interim Chair. 

Apologies 

Apologies received from Louise Lamond, Frances McAveety and Tom Clarke MP. 

Minutes of the previous meeting 17.01.11 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 7'h January 201 1 approved, proposed by 
Ken Maxell and seconded by Alec Gibson 

Community Policing 

There was no representative of Strathclyde Police at the meeting and no report had been 
received. 

Proposals for redevelopment of Buchanan Business Park 

Ken Maxwell welcomed Adrian Smith and Julian Perry representatives of the Buchanan 
Park to the meeting and invited them to address the meeting on the proposals for the 
development of the site with 150 residential units and a supermarket. 

Adrian Smith and Julian Perry gave the meeting a brief rationale and description of the 
proposed planning application which reflected the change in the economic value of the 
existing business use of the property as opposed to the potential for residential and retail 
use. The supermarket would be 7,000 square meters and there was interest from 
supermarket chains in this development. In response to local representations and legal 
advice, the developers had agreed not to create a link road through Scapa Way and the 
park and ride facility at the south west of the site had been removed as the land was not in 
the ownership of the developers. They went on to explain the research and intelligence 
they had gathered to support the proposals and some of this was still ongoing particularly 
in relation to transport infrastructure. The residential element of the development would be 
a mix of size and type of housing which would include a proportion of affordable homes as 
determined by North Lanarkshire Council. 

The presentation was followed by a number of questions and answers:- 
* Housing for older people would most likely be some or most of the affordable 

housing. 

Community facilities needed such as surgery, dentist, health clinic, facility for young 
people. There was scope for buildings to house these but it would depend on 
demand and an agency to occupy them. 
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0 Start date. Outline application approval end of 201 1 ; full planning approval in 201 2; 
work to remove existing structures would follow with new residential units possibly 2 
years away. 

0 Change of size and number of houses still possible after planning approval. 

NLC had asked that Buchanan Tower be retained as it was considered an iconic 
landmark. Developers were sceptical about being able to lease it and make a profit 
but it would remain in the plans. Mixed views were expressed at the meeting about 
whether the Tower should be retained or removed. 

The meeting raised a number of concerns about the proposal for a supermarket and 
filling station. Survey reflected the need in the area, there were interested parties in 
leasing the building; size of retail area was within the popular range of the main 
supermarket chains; still possible for change of use after plans approved if the 
supermarket no longer considered commercially viable; filling station would be 
operated by the supermarket; additional traffic generated could be accommodated 
due to the underuse of the A80 with the opening of the M80. 

0 

Adrian and Julian concluded with a summary and stating that all comments would be 
collated within the next two weeks and then the final proposals would be drawn up for 
submission of outline planning permission to North Lanarkshire Council. 

Ken Maxwell thanked Adrian and Julian for their attendance, and answering questions. 

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

Item 5.2 There was no update on the Stepps Playpark Project. 

Item 5.3 Marvyn Mackay gave a report on the activities, events and stalls arranged for the 
Youth Health Event being held on Saturday 26'h February 201 1 in Chryston High School 
from 1 O.OOam to 2.00pm. This was a major local event for young people sponsored by the 
Northern Corridor Community Forum in partnership with NHS Lanarkshire; NLC and 
Chryston High Scholl and he encouraged local residents to support the event by attending 
and encouraging young people in particular to attend. 

Item 5.4 The last meeting of the Northern Corridor Community Forum had taken place on 
Tuesday 25'h January 201 1 at 7.00pm in the Stepps Cultural Centre when much of the time 
was spent on planning of the Youth Health Event. 

Outstanding Issues 

The list of outstanding issues was reviewed and updated. However, Marvyn Mackay 
advised that due to the resignation of the chair of the Council, changes in office-bearers in 
other organisations of which he was a member and the Youth Health Event he had not had 
the time to pursue most of the outstanding issues since the last meeting. The Council noted 
the position and agreed that the matters be pursued when time permitted or they became 
more urgent. 

Cllr Brian Wallace reported that he had received information to the effect that Network Rail 
was seeking an extension to the lease of the temporary road bridge on Cardowan Road. 
The intention was to electrify the railway line to Cumbernauld in 2016 and a number of 
bridges would need to be replaced in that project. Cardowan Road bridge would not now 
be replaced until then. 

Planning Matters 

Marvyn Mackay said he did not have an updated list of planning applications. He had been 
checking the NLC website, which is now the only way to keep up with planning applications 
as e-mails with weekly updates had now ceased. He had not noticed any new contentious 
planning issues. 
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In regard to Change of Use application for 75 Cumbernauld Road, Marvyn Mackay 
reported that the Planning Committee had refused planning permission at their meeting of 
20th January 201 1. However, since then a new planning application had been submitted to 
NLC seeking a permanent change of use similar to the temporary change of use for 
children’s religious education from 7.30am to 6.30pm which the Scottish Government had 
approved for one year until October 201 0. Despite this lapsing in October 2010 and the 
recent refusal of the application in January 201 1, the owners were still using the premises 
for purposes for which they had been refused planning consent. The local residents had 
sought assistance from NLC by way of enforcement action but felt unsupported. The 
Council seemed to wish to avoid enforcement action and advised the proprietors to submit 
a further application and wait to see the outcome. The most recent application stated that 
one of the reasons for submitting it was that there had been no objections raised during the 
period of the temporary consent. This was inaccurate since local residents and the Council 
had made a number of representations to the planning authority and the police during this 
time. The Council agreed to lodge an objection to this latest application on grounds similar 
to previous applications and the continued lack of compliance with planning procedures. It 
was also agreed to ask Rob Stuart to represent the Council in progressing the Council’s 
objection and attending on behalf of the Council any meetings or committees considering 
this matter. 

The Local Plan is still progressing through the due processes. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ken Maxwell reported that there was a balance of €2383 in account with a further grant 
received from NLC of €81 9 giving a balance of €3,196. There was some discussion about 
how the Council could use these funds which NLC restricted to administrative costs. It was 
agreed that more regular advertising of Council meetings in ‘Stepps on the Level’ would be 
appropriate. However, Ken Maxwell said that expenditure on the Millennium Beacon would 
not be appropriate use of these funds. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from the Association of Scottish Community Councils enclosing copies of their 
Spring 201 1 journal and information regarding a Common Ground Meeting for 
representatives of Community Councils on Saturday 26fh March in Renfield St Stephen’s 
Church Centre, Glasgow. This would be an information sharing meeting to update council’s 
on the work of ASSC and to hear from other Councils their issues and organisation. Noted. 

Councillors’ Verbal Reports 

Carol Graham noted that the house at 113 Cumbernauld Road had been sold and enquired 
about its future given the state of repair and that it was the oldest house in Stepps. Whilst 
there was no guarantee as to its future, it was believed that it was the new owners intention 
to retain the building as a residential property. 

Any Other Business 

A local resident raised the issue of the poor temporary signage on the recently opened 
section of the M80 which was causing much confusion and unnecessary detours for local 
road users. This had been brought to the attention of the contractors and Transport 
Scotland who considered them to be adequate although some changes had been made as 
a result of representations made. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stepps & District Community Council will be on Monday 21“ March 
201 1 at 7.30pm in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 
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