
Minute of the Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
Monday 1 lth April 201 1 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 

Present: 

Public: 5 persons 

In attendance: 

Apologies: 

Councillors Marvyn Mackay, Ken Maxwell, Carol Graham and Alec Gibson. 

Elaine Smith, Candidate for the Scottish Parliament. 

Louise Lamond, Frances McAveety, Cllrs Brian Wallace and Frances 
McGlinchey, NLC and Tom Clarke MP. 
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Remarks/lntroduction 

In the absence of a Chair, Marvyn Mackay welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Marvyn Mackay advised that in order to continue the Meeting, the Council needed to either 
elect an Interim or permanent Chair of the Council. He proposed Ken Maxwell which was 
seconded by Carol Graham and Ken accepted appointment as Interim Chair. 

Apologies 

Apologies received from Louise Lamond, Frances McAveety, Cllrs Brian Wallace and 
Frances McGlinchey, NLC and Tom Clarke MP. 

Minutes of the previous meeting 21.02.1 1 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 21 st February 201 1 approved, proposed by 
Alec Gibson and seconded by Carol Graham. 

Community Policing 

There was no representative of Strathclyde Police in attendance at the meeting and the 
Secretary advised that he had not received a report. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had received a complaint from a local resident regarding 
parking of vehicles outside 117 Cumbernauld Road which was causing obstruction and 
was a hazard to pedestrians, cyclists and road users. He had acknowledged the 
correspondence, confirmed that there were no waiting restrictions at the location other than 
the cycleway, referred the matter to the police at Cumbernauld who had replied that they 
would investigate. 

It was reported by a local resident that there had been a serious break-in and theft at 113 
Cumbernauld Road and that the police had taken 36 hours to respond. Secretary was 
asked to raise this matter with the Police and ask for an explanation. 

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

Item 6.1 There was no update on the Stepps Playpark Project other than to say that they 
are at the stage of applying for funding from various agencies. Elaine Smith suggested that 
the group be advised to contact a similar group in Kirkshaws, Coatbridge who had been 
successful in acquiring funding similar to Auchinloch. She agreed to contact the secretary 
of the Stepps group with some information on this and other possible sources of funding. 

Item 6.3 Marvyn Mackay reported that the Annual General Meeting of the Northern Corridor 
Community Forum was held on Tuesday 22nd March 201 1 at which he was elected 
Chairperson. The ordinary meeting followed the AGM at which one of the main items on 
the Agenda was the consultation on the Options Paper by NLC for the reduction of the 
number of localities. He reported that the NCCF had unanimously agreed to support Option 
1 which would mean staying in the North Area locality with Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. There 
was feedback on the Youth Health Day. This had been very successful and attracted about 
150 young people, many of whom were accompanied by parents or carers swelling the 
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attendance to about 250. The Forum also agreed to assist and participate in the 
Moodiesburn Gala Day planned for Saturday 28‘h May 201 1. 

Outstanding Issues 

The list of outstanding issues was reviewed and updated. There was some discussion on 
how to proceed with a number of issues and these are detailed below and in the copy of 
the updated list attached to these minutes. 

Elaine Smith shared the Council’s concerns regarding the poor local bus service and spoke 
about her campaign to have buses re-regulated which she hoped to continue in the next 
Scottish Parliament. She would be interested to hear from the Council about the issues for 
the Stepps area which despite having a train service was still poorly served by Firstbus. It 
was noted that the 36 Service operated at the same times through Stepps as the train 
service. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had received an e-mail from Cllr Brian Wallace to say that 
the plans for the Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve were at an advanced stage being worked 
on by NLC, Wimpey Homes and Scottish Natural Heritage. He understood the proposals 
would be available for viewing in the next month or so. Elaine Smith suggested that the 
Council’s views ought to have been sought at an earlier stage and advised that an 
organisation called Planning Aid might be a useful contact for the Council on this and any 
other planning matters. 

Planning Matters 

Marvyn Mackay distributed an updated list of planning applications prepared by Rob Stuart. 
There were five new applications on the list including a major development by Scottish 
Water on the land behind Buchanan Gate Business Park, north of the railway and with the 
east boundary of Dewar Road. Whilst there were some concerns about the impact of 
additional traffic using the premises if built, overall the Council was inclined to support the 
development on the grounds of bringing employment, commercial and business 
opportunities to the area which contrasted with most all other recent developments being 
residential. 

The Change of Use application for 75 Cumbernauld Road to be used for religious 
education of children had been approved by the Planning Committee without a site visit or 
hearing of any of the many objections including one submitted by the Council. Concern was 
expressed that despite an objection from the Council the NLC Committee had decided to 
approve the application without hearing the objections. The Secretary was asked to write to 
NLC to register this concern and ask for an explanation. There was a further application for 
religious education of adults outstanding on which the applicants had appealed to Scottish 
Ministers. Rob Stuart had attended the site visit by the Reporter and spoke to the Council’s 
objections. The Reporter’s recommendation and Scottish Ministers’ decision is awaited. 

The other new application was for bridge works on the bridge leading off Garnkirk Lane. 
Concern was expressed that this work was planned, together with work on a bridge at 
Abronhill, both in connection with the electrification of the Glasgow/Cumbernauld/Falkirk 
railway line but work on Cardowan Road Bridge had been postponed until 201 5/16. Elaine 
Smith offered to pursue this matter with Network Rail if she was re-elected as an MSP. 

The Local Plan is still progressing through the due processes. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ken Maxwell reported that the Council had received its annual grant from NLC for 201 0/11 
amounting to f819. The balance in account was f3’090.90~. Marvyn Mackay reported that 
he had placed an advertisement for the Annual General Meeting and Ordinary April 
Meeting of the Council in ‘Stepps on the Level’. This would cost approximately f71. It was 
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agreed to place a half-page advertisement in next month’s edition of ‘Stepps of the Level’ 
intimating the postponed AGM and the May meeting of the Council. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Two letters from NLC, first acknowledging receipt of Council’s objection to and second 
advising that the application for change of use at 75 Cumbernauld Road, as stated above 
had been approved by the Planning Committee on 16’ March 201 1. 
Letter from NLC Learning and Leisure confirming change of let of room in Stepps Cultural 
centre from 18’ April to 1 lth April 201 1. 
Letter from NLC enclosing complimentary copy of Council Diary for 201 1. 

Letter from NLC advising that the Scheme for Community Councils and Associated 
Documents was approved by the council on 24‘h March 201 1. These documents included a 
Code of Conduct for Community Councillors, a Model Constitution and Standing Orders for 
Community Council Meetings. New Community Councils will now be formed and elections 
will take place in October 201 1. Date and arrangements will be sent out in the next few 
months. 

Letter from NLC enclosing copy of Minutes of Meetings of North Lanarkshire Council, 
Committees and Sub-Committees to be submitted to the meeting of the Council on 24’ 
march 201 1. Noted. 

Letter from Scottish Natural Heritage enclosing copy of their Spring 201 1 magazine. Noted. 

Councillors’ Verbal Reports 

Alec Gibson suggested that the Council use some of its funds to produce a leaflet similar to 
the NCCF leaflet for distribution to all homes in the Council’s area. It was agreed to 
consider how to design and produce such a leaflet over the next few months. 

Any Other Business 

Elaine Smith said that if she were re-elected to the Scottish Parliament she would assist 
with arrangements for a visit to the Scottish Parliament if the Council wanted to take up the 
offer by organising such a visit for local residents. This was agreed. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Stepps & District Community Council will be the Annual General 
Meeting, followed immediately by the Ordinary monthly meeting on Monday 16’ May 201 1 
at 7.30pm in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 
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