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Minute of the Inaugural Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
Monday 17th October 201 1 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. 

Present: Councillors Eduardo Ceresa, Donald Stewart, Caro; Graham, Ewan Graham, 
Grenfell Lang, lain MacGregor, Marvyn Mackay, Margaret Sudden-Lim and Rob 
Stuart. 

Cllrs Brian Wallace, Frances McAveety, Frances McGlinchey, NLC, Elaine Smith 
MSP and Tom Clarke MP. 

Public: 4 persons 

Apologies: 
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Remarks/lntroduction and Appointment of Members 

Marvyn Mackay welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanking the Councillors for putting 
themselves forward for election to the new Council which had been formed on the basis of 12 
persons submitting correct nomination papers. He then read out the names of the Councillors 
elected to serve on the Council for the next 4 years. (See Appendix 1) 

Marvyn Mackay asked for nominations for the office of Chair. Ken Maxwell was proposed by 
Marvyn Mackay and seconded by lain Macgregor. There being no other nomination Ken 
Maxwell was appointed Chair. 

Marvyn Mackay asked for nominations for the office of Vice-Chair. Rob Stuart was proposed by 
Grenfell Lang and seconded by Margaret Sludden-Lim. There being no other nomination Rob 
Stuart was appointed Vice-Chair. In the absence of the Chair, Marvyn Mackay handed over the 
chair to Rob Stuart. 

4.0 Appointment of Treasurer 
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2.0 Appointment of Chair 
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3.0 Appointment of Vice-Chair 
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Rob Stuart asked for nominations for the office of Treasurer. Ewan Graham was proposed by 
Rob Stuart and seconded by Grenfell Lang. There being no other nomination, Ewan Graham 
was appointed Treasurer. 

Rob Stuart asked for nominations for the office of Secretary. Marvyn Mackay was proposed by 
Stewart Donald and seconded by Eduardo Ceresa. There being no other nomination, Marvyn 
Mackay was appointed to the office of Secretary. 

North Lanarkshire Scheme for Community Councils 

The North Lanarkshire Scheme for Community Councils was tabled for information and the 
Chair confirmed that all Councillors had received a copy. (See Appendix 2) 

Model Constitution and Standing Orders 

Copy of the Model Constitution and Standing Orders was tabled for consideration and adoption. 
The Vice-Chair proposed and Council agreed that consideration of these documents should be 
continued to the next meeting to give new Councillors time to study them in more detail and for 
the Secretary to incorporate the Council specific details in the Model Constitution which could 
then be tabled for adoption at the next meeting. (See Appendices 3 and 4) 

Code of Conduct for Community Councillors 

Copy of the Code of Conduct for Community Councillors was tabled for consideration and 
adoption. The Vice-Chair confirmed that all Councillors had received a copy. He proposed and 
Council agreed that consideration of this be continued to the next meeting to allow Councillors 
time to study the document and be ready to adopt it at the next meeting. (See Appendix 5)  
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Co-option of Members to the Community Council 

Marvyn Mackay proposed the co-option of Bill Somerville who had not been able to submit 
nomination papers due to being away on holiday. lain MacGregor seconded the proposal and 
Bill Somerville was co-opted to serve on the Council for the next four years. 

Miscellaneous Matters 

There was submitted a report by the Executive Director of Corporate Services, North 
Lanarkshire Council regarding the liaison arrangements, finance and details of chief officers of 
North Lanarkshire Council. It was noted that the Executive Director of Corporate Services is the 
main point of contact for the Council for general enquiries. Report noted. 

Planning 

Rob Stuart tabled a paper detailing the current status of outstanding and new planning 
applications to NLC. 

Scottish Water new office complex to the south east of Buchanan Business Park - approved. 

Transfer of ownership of land designated for Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve from Taylor 
Wimpey to NLC - pending. 

Residential Development with supermarket and fuel station at Buchanan Business Park - 
pending. 

Removal of three mature trees on north side of Mount Harriet Drive - pending. In response to a 
question, Rob Stuart stated that the reason for removal was disease and hazard but that they 
would have to be replaced by a number of plantings if approval was given. 

Play Barn on Cumbernauld Road - status unknown. 

Draft North Lanarkshire Local Plan Examination by Scottish Government Reporter 

Rob Stuart stated that the date for final submissions had now passed. It was noted that the 
Council had engaged a planning consultant to submit further comments on behalf of the 
Council in regard to Stepps North. This had been submitted on time and contained significant 
new information on reasons for upholding the Draft Local Plan as prepared by North 
Lanarkshire Council. The Council and the local community would now have to wait for 
publication of the Reporter’s recommendations. 

Marvyn Mackay stated that the Consultant’s fees could not be paid for by the Council and that 
individual Councillors had agreed to contribute personally towards the fee of f300. However, it 
might be that members of the local community would be willing to contribute to these costs and 
any future costs if the Council wished to make a formal or legal challenge in the event of 
unhelpful findings by the Reporter. Ken Maxwell had asked that the Council consider setting up 
a process to establish separate funding arrangement’s for such an eventuality. lain MacGregor 
proposed that such a fund be set up and this was seconded by Marvyn Mackay. Council 
agreed and Off ice-bearers to report to next meeting. 

Marvyn Mackay stated that the Reporter’s findings were only recommendations and these went 
back first, to North Lanarkshire Council to consider and make changes to the Draft Local Plan 
after which NLC would re-submit the Draft Local Plan to Scottish Ministers for final approval. 
On this basis there was still the opportunity to influence the decision by lobbying local 
councillors, local MSPs and Scottish Ministers. As the first two groups seemed to be on side at 
present, there was still a need to lobby Ministers and this had been agreed by the previous 
Council. After some further consideration, it was agreed to go ahead with a lobby visit to the 
Scottish Parliament and to seek the involvement of Auchinloch and Chryston Community 
Councils. Marvyn Mackay to contact Elaine Smith, MSP and the other two Community Councils 
and find a suitable date in the next few weeks. 

Any other business 

A local resident from Blenheim Avenue raised the continuing concern and considerable 
distress, disturbance, nuisance and noise she and her neighbours were experiencing from 
living beside the all-weather sports pitches on St Andrew’s Way. This had been ongoing since 
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the new facility opened and despite repeated representations to the various authorities 
responsible for running the facility there was still no resolution. The Council heard the 
complaints and noted that it had also made representation in the past and some minor changes 
had been made to the facility but that the main problems affecting the local residents remained. 
After some due consideration, it was agreed that Rob Stuart would obtain information regarding 
the planning conditions for the use of the facility and the conditions of use so that the Council 
might consider what further action if any, it could take to try to alleviate the problems. It was 
noted that some of the problems related to unauthorised access and use of the facility out with 
its operating hours and how to deal with this would also need to be considered. 
Date and Time of Future Meeting. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that the Council normally meets on the third Monday each month with 
a recess in July and August. The next meeting of the Council will therefore be on Monday 21'' 
November 201 1 at 7.30pm in the Cultural Centre, St Andrew's Way, Stepps. 
(For dates of meetings of the Council to June 2012. (See Appendix 6) 
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