
Minute of the Inaugural Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 
Monday 21'' November 201 1 in the Cultural Centre, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps. ' ' 

Present: Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Edoardo Ceresa, Stewart Donald, Carol 
Graham, Ewan Graham, Grenfell Lang, lain MacGregor, Marvyn Mackay, 
Margaret Sludden-Lim and Bill Somerville. 

Cllrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; John Wilson, MSP; Sgt Stuart 
McCartney, Strathclyde Police. 

Cllrs Rob Stuart Frances McAveety, Elaine Smith MSP and Tom Clarke MP. 

In Attendance: 

Public: 3 persons 

Apologies: 
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Remarks/lntroduction and Appointment of Members 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and extended a special welcome to 
local politicians and Sgt Stuart McCartney of Strathclyde Police. 

Apologies 

Marvyn Mackay advised that Cllrs Rob Stuart, Frances McAveety, Elaine Smith MSP and Tom 
Clarke MP had tendered their apologies. 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 7'h October 201 1 were approved, subject to 
amendments to names of Councillors i.e. Donald Stewart to Stewart Donald and Eduardo 
Ceresa to Edoardo Ceresa, proposed by lain MacGregor and seconded by Grenfell Lang. 

Community Policing 

Ken Maxwell invited Sgt Stuart McCartney to address the meeting. 

Sgt McCartney introduced himself as one of three Sergeants for the North Area although he did 
not normally cover Strathkelvin Ward, which was allocated to Joe Black who was on leave. 
There were 10 Police Officers for deployed to the area i.e. two per shift working from 
Cumbernauld which was not entirely satisfactory. The Chief Inspector is Jim Boreland and the 
Divisional Commander, Brian Connell. 

Sgt McCartney reported on the incidence of crime as reported and detected since the last 
meeting. This amounted to 175 reported incidents of which 31 were animal related. 27 of the 
remainder were converted to crime reports resulting in 12 detections. Incidents of note were 
bogus workmen operating in Mt Harriet Drive; housebreaking in Cessnock Road and a serious 
disturbance at the Stewart Inn which was attended by 21 police officers of which 3 were injured 
and 11 people were arrested. There had been 7 other assaults - 6 detected, incidents of 
culpable and reckless conduct on the over bridge at Junction 3 on the M80 and 3 acts of 
vandalism to vehicles, all at night. 

In response to questions, Sgt McCartney said that there had been local residents involved in 
the incident at the Stewart Inn which had arisen from a party getting out of hand. In relation to 
the armed robbery at Whitehill Farm, he believed someone had been arrested in connection 
with this incident but he would need to confirm the position and inform the Secretary. 

Ken Maxwell thanked Sgt McCartney for his attendance, report and responding to questions. 
He added that it would very positive and good if someone from the police could attend every 
meeting as this would improve two-way communication. Sgt McCartney said that whenever 
possible a Sergeant would attend meetings of the Council. 

Matters arising from previous meeting of 17.10.1 1 

Mawyn Mackay stated that the adoption of the Constitution and Standing Orders had been 
carried forward from the last meeting in the absence of the chair and to allow Councillors to 
have more time to read and digest before approval. In the absence of any objections or 
amendments he asked for the Council to adopt these documents. These were then adopted 
unanimously proposed by Ken Maxwell and seconded by Edoardo Ceresa. 
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Similarly, the Code of Conduct for Community Councillors was carried forward from the last 
meeting. This document was also adopted unanimously, proposed by Ken Maxwell and 
seconded by Margaret Sludden-Lim. 

Marvyn Mackay gave an update on the progress of the Review by the Department of Planning 
and Environmental Appeals. The Reporter‘s findings are not now expected to be published 
before January 2012. At a joint meeting with Auchinloch and Chryston Community Councils 
held last week, it was decided for practical and strategic reasons, to postpone the large lobby 
event until after the Reporter’s findings were published but to go ahead with a smaller event 
involving 15 representatives of the three Community Councils meeting hopefully with Minister 
for Housing and Planning and MSP’s. Alastair Moodie of Auchinloch was appointed as 
spokesperson and would prepare a briefing paper on which he would consult the other 
Councils prior to presenting it at the meeting. In addition to the invitation already made by 
Elaine Smith MSP, Ken Maxwell was delegated to send an invitation to the Minister on behalf of 
the three Councils. Council endorsed this approach and proceeded to the selection of its 
nominees to go on the lobby visit. These were agreed as Stewart Donald, Bill Somerville, Mr & 
Mrs Grenfell Lang and Margaret Sludden-Lim. Quotes for transport had been obtained and the 
Beacon Bus from Chryston Community Council was the cheapest. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that since the joint meeting, he had been checking responses on the 
Lanarkshire.com website and noted that the Planning Consultant’s submission had not been 
posted. On checking this out with DEPA, he was informed that it had not been received. 
Although this could not be explained since the Planning Consultant sent it both by e-mail and 
hard copy, a resubmission was accepted by the DEPA who stated that it would be passed to 
the Reporters and would now appear on the website. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had been advised since the last meeting that NLC and the 
PPP partner, Balfour Beatty were investigating the cost of installing baffle boards around the 
all-weather sports pitch in St Andrews Way as a means of alleviating some of the noise 
nuisance to neighbouring properties. The costs were still awaited. It was agreed that this was a 
possible solution and the Council would wait to see and hear the outcome of this proposal 
before considering further action. Cllr Wallace agreed to progress chase on behalf of the 
Council and report to the next meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ken Maxwell stated that he had not yet handed over the books and papers to Ewan Graham 
and would arrange a hand over before the next meeting. The balance in account was 
f 3,442.88~. 
Cllr Wallace added that he had been making enquiries with John Fleming, Head of Corporate 
Services, NLC about the use of Council funds for Local Plan campaign and from his preliminary 
discussions, he was optimistic that NLC would agree that this was an appropriate use. Ken 
Maxwell welcomed this information as there was an outstanding Invoice from the Planning 
Consultant for f300 which if the Council was unable to pay, would have to be underwritten by 
those parties who agreed to engage the consultant’s services. Carol Graham proposed that the 
Council pay the Planning Consultant’s fee of f 300, seconded by Margaret Sludden-Lim and 
approved by the Council. 

Marvyn Mackay suggested that the Council should pay a third of the cost of the Beacon Bus for 
the Lobby Visit which would be approximately f60. Margaret Sludden-Lim proposed a motion to 
this effect which was seconded by lain MacGregor and approved by the Council. 

Secretary’s Report (to follow as papers not available at time of writing) 

Marvyn Mackay reported on the correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Planning Matters 

In Rob Stuart’s absence, Ken Maxwell presented the list of outstanding planning applications to 
21 st November 201 1. 
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,Ken noted that the application for Buchanan Business Park was still pending and he hoped that 
NLC would maintain that position until after the Reporter’s findings on the Review of the Local 
Plan were published. In the meantime the Council should be registering an objection based on 
the Council’s submission to the Reporter on this site. He noted that there had been further 
objections lodged, one from ASDA and the other from Transport Scotland, relating to the 
applicant’s retail and transport assessments. Ken to consult with Rob about the Council’s 
objection. 

Clarification given that the Scottish Water’s new office complex to the south east of Buchanan 
Business Park is approved on an outline planning basis only. Detailed plans will now have to be 
submitted for consideration. 

Application for extension of time for development of a residential home at 1 15 Cumbernauld 
Road. Although this was technically the same application, it was considered prudent that this 
be checked to ensure the applicants were not seeking to alter the conditions of approval of the 
previous application. Rob Stuart to check the application against the original approved 
application, particularly in regard to the conditions. 

Transfer of ownership of land designated for Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve from Taylor 
Wimpey to NLC - pending. Marvyn Mackay suggested that the Council make enquiries and/or a 
submission in regard to this application to confirm that this application, if approved, would not 
undermine the planned development of the Nature Reserve which was a condition of approval 
for the housing development at this site. The lack of transparency regarding when, and how the 
nature reserve would be developed and maintained in the long term was still a concern as was 
the lack of local involvement in the project management team which involvement could only 
enhance and contribute to the commitment local interest in the long term sustainability of the 
park. John Wilson, MSP said that he understood that the Nature Reserve was 20 year 
investment of f300,000 and that it was possible that transferring to NLC ownership would 
ensure a longer term commitment to the Park. Rob Stuart to investigate with NLC Planners, 
Greenspace Team, legal documents setting out the conditions for establishing and maintaining 
the park, if accessible and report to the next meeting of the Council. 

Marvyn Mackay raised the question as to why some housing developers and others applied to 
erect advertising boards, whereas others did not seem to and just erected them without 
applying for planning permission. He cited the example in the list of Bellway Homes application 
for East Whiteford Road, whereas Taylor Wimpey had erected a large Board on Cumbernauld 
Road opposite Comrie Road and other developers had erected several around Crowwood 
roundabout for which there had been no planning application. Cllr Wallace said that there 
should be a planning application for such boards and that the Council should request NLC to 
take enforcement action on those for which there seemed to be no approved planning 
application. Rob Stuart to write to NLC regarding the advertising boards referred to above. 

Marvyn Mackay reported on an outline pre-planning application consultation proposal for 
Woodhead Farm which although out with the Council’s area, had been sent to the Council at 
the behest of NLC Planners who advised the agents that this would be appropriate due to the 
size and proximity of the development to the Council’s area. Marvyn Mackay to e-mail the 
details to Rob Stuart and Ken Maxwell who would draft a Council response for the next 
meeting, unless it had to be submitted before then. 

Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn Mackay reported on the current activities of the Forum noting issues which would be 
pertinent to the Council’s area. These included the Footpaths and Rights of Way Project to 
upgrade and maintain the paths that linked all the communities of the Northern Corridor; 
Beautiful North Lanarkshire which encouraged local areas to take action to enhance the 
appearance and visual amenity of their area by community involvement in streetscape, 
landscape, environmental improvement works, gardens, recreational and business premises; 
and the improvement and accessibility to public services and of public transport provision in the 
area. The next meeting of the Forum was on Tuesday 2gth November at 7.00pm in Stepps 
Cultural Centre and all were welcome to attend as well as local residents. 
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Councillors’ Verbal Reports 

Carol Graham proposed that the Council acknowledge with appreciation the provision once 
again of the Festive Lights on Cumbernauld Road. Marvyn Mackay to write to Tom Gaffney, 
NLC. 

Carol Graham expressed concern that there could be many unknown and unmarked 
mineshafts in the area and following the recent tragic events in a coalmining area of Ayrshire, 
the Council should seek clarification from the appropriate authorities about mapping all the 
mineshafts in the area. Marvyn Mackay to write to the National Coal Board and make 
appropriate enquiries. 

Marvyn Mackay raised the matter of the delay and apparent lack of intent on behalf of NLC and 
the PPP partner for Stepps Primary School, Balfour Beatty in the upgrading and reinstatement 
of the footpaths from Cumbernauld RoadKardowan Road junction through the woods to 
Stepps Cultural Centre, another from the open space adjacent to the north end of the 
pedestrian footbridge on Cumbernauld Road to the above path and the removal of a section of 
the log fence barrier which now blocked the path from St Andrews Way to the Hockey Park. All 
these footpaths were included in the original approved plans for the building of Stepps Primary 
School and Cultural Centre and since the completion of these buildings, many spurious 
reasons had been given for this work not to be undertaken. In the meantime many pedestrian 
or public transport users were considerably inconvenienced or worse, prevented by the 
distance involved in the detour routes from accessing the facilities at the Cultural Centre and 
School. The previously well used path from Stepps Play Park to the Hockey Park was now 
obstructed for a very short distance by the log fence barrier. In addition, despite the barriers 
and unfinished paths, many walkers, including school pupils and other children were using 
these routes to access these premises at more risk than if properly paved footpaths were 
constructed. Marvyn Mackay to write to NLC about this matter and Cllr Wallace to investigate 
and to advise of current position. 

Any other business 

A local resident raised the issue of Japanese Knotweed on Whitehill Farm Road and as to 
whose responsibility it was to eradicate it. This led to a long discussion in which other areas of 
growth in the area were identified, in Stepps Playpark, Stepps Station, either side of the 
Cumbernauld Road Railway Bridge, 75 Cumbernauld Road and between Cardowan Drive 
properties and Nicolson Court properties. John Wilson, MSP stated that he had taken up this 
matter in the past and learned that different areas took different approaches with North 
Lanarkshire Council seemingly the least helpful unless it was on Council owned land. Cllr 
Wallace stated that the legal position was that it was the property owner who was responsible 
and that the NLC policy reflected this. John Wilson agreed, although other councils were more 
proactive. He said that Network Rail should be informed of the railway properties affected and 
asked to take appropriate measures to remove it. Actual ownership of the area in Whitehill 
Farm Road would need to be established and then the owners be requested to take action. 
John Wilson said he would forward copies of responses he had received to the Secretary for 
information. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting. 

The date and time of the next scheduled meeting of the Council, Monday 1 gth December 201 1 
at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew’s Way, Stepps. 

The closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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