
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday 16'h April 2012 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present : 

In Attendance: 

Public: 4 persons 

Apologies: 

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart, Marvyn Mackay, Edoardo 
Ceresa, Stewart Donald, Grenfell Lang, Ewan Graham, and Bill Somerville. 

Cllr Frances McGlinchey, NLC. 

Cllrs Alec Gibson, Carol Graham, lain MacGregor and Margaret Sludden- 
Lim, Cllr Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, 
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Margaret Mitchell and John Wilson, MSPs; and Tom Clarke MP. 

Remarks/lntroduction 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies 

Mawyn Mackay advised that Cllrs Alec Gibson, Carol Graham, lain MacGregor and 
Margaret Sludden-Lim, Cllr Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, 
Margaret Mitchell and John Wilson, MSPs; and Tom Clarke MP had tendered their 
apologies. 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 gth March 201 2 were approved, 
proposed by Bill Somerville and seconded by Grenfell Lang subject to correction of 
typing error in Paragraph 4.4. 

Community Policing 

In the absence of representatives from Strathclyde Police, there was no report. 

Stewart Donald reported that he had been making enquiries with Strathclyde Police 
and North Lanarkshire Council on the issue of parking on the cycle lanes and he had 
been advised that within Glasgow the police were taking action by way of spot fines. He 
had also been advised by a senior officer in North Lanarkshire Council that the cycle 
lanes on Cumbernauld Road were adopted and the Police in Motherwell had told him 
that action was taken in Motherwell against vehicle owners who park on cycle lanes. 
The Council needs to seek clarification from the local police as to why they are not 
taking similar action. Grenfell Lang reported that he had undertaken a survey outside 
the Co-op on Cumbernauld road and recorded 23 cyclists per hour using the cycle 
lanes at this location. 

A member of the public raised the matter of shooting on Whitehill Farm in regard to 
what was being shot and if it was legal. To be raised with the Community Police. 

Matters arising from previous meeting of 20.02.12 
Item 5.1 Local Plan Review: Nothing further to report. Rob Stuart advised that he had 
still to send in a submission from the Council in regard to the Motorway Service Area. 

Item 5.2 Sports Facilities, St Andrews Way: Noted that work had not commenced on 
the installation of baffle boards which were due by to start by the end of March, 2012. 

Item 5.3 Mineshafts: Nothing to report from the Coal Board regarding location of 
mineshafts. Secretary to write again on this matter. 
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Item 5.4: Nothing further on the reinstatement of footpaths from Cumbernauld Road to 
St Andrews Way, and unblocking the access from St Andrews Way to Stepps Hockey 
Park. Cllr McGlinchey advised that she had not had a response to her letter to senior 
officers of North Lanarkshire Council. 

Item 5.5: Council website is now up and running. Ken Maxwell is arranging a training 
session with website designer for Office-bearers so that they would be able to update 
the website directly. In response to a question, Ken Maxwell said there was monitoring 
of the website usage and this was accessible to the administrators only but a report 
could be provided for the next Council meeting. 

Item 5.6: The Local Government Ombudsman has not yet reported on Stewart 
Donald’s referral regarding the way NLC dealt with complaints and problems with 
drainage and flooding in Lenzie Road. In the main the problems have now been dealt 
with and it was noted that work had been carried out at the junction of Victoria Road 
with Whitehill Avenue which the Council had reported to NLC last November. 

Item 5.7: Mawyn Mackay said he had still to obtain a quotation from Zurich Insurance 
and he had not received correspondence from the other Company which had offered to 
provide a quotation. 

Item 5.8: Bill Somerville advised that he had just heard from Keith Vernon who had 
suggested a meeting be arranged. However, given the delay in making contact, it now 
seems unlikely that it will be possible to do anything this year. He hoped local 
businesses might agree to support the project by sponsoring planters and improving 
grounds at or near their premises. 

Item 5.1 0: Mawyn Mackay said he not yet contacted Environmental Services regarding 
assistance and support for a Litter Clean-up Campaign and anything further that could 
be done regarding dog fouling. It was noted that there has been some publicity in North 
Lanarkshire News but the paper is not distributed in the area as it is no longer included 
in the Kirkintilloch Herald. It was also noted that there has been no improvement in the 
situation and continues to be a problem. 

Item 5.1 2: The concept plans for the development of Stepps Play Park will be on view 
in Stepps Library from Monday 1 6‘h April until Monday 23rd April. It was suggested that 
an electronic version of the plans be obtained and with permission of the Friends of 
Stepps Play Park, that these be put on the Council website. 

Item 5.1 3: There was further discussion regarding the possibility of the Millennium 
Beacon being lit for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee but no one felt able to take this on. 

Item 10.1: Ken Maxwell said he had not yet had a response from the person he had 
contacted in NLC regarding the supply of recycling bags for food waste. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ewan Graham did not have a Treasurer’s Report as he had not received any 
statements from the Bank. He said he would check with the Bank and hoped to be able 
to provide a Treasurer’s Report next month. 

Secretary’s Report 

Mawyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting 

Letter from NLC enclosing copy of minutes of meetings of North Lanarkshire Council 
Committees and Sub-Committees to be presented to the Council on Thursday 22”d 
March 2012. Noted. 
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Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing an invitation to the Access Forum 
AGM on Tuesday 1" May at 6.00pm in One Wellwynd, Airdire. Barbara Martin had also 
received an invitation as she had attended previous meetings. Barbara said she would 
be attending and Marvyn Mackay said he would try and attend on behalf of the Council. 

Copy of letter from Cllr F McGlinchey to senior officers of NLC regarding the installation 
of a proper footpath from Cumbernauld Road at its junction with Cardowan Road to 
Stepps Cultural Centre and Primary School. Noted (See above). 

Planning Matters 

Rob Stuart presented the List of Planning Applications to 1 6'h April 201 2. There were 
only two new applications for domestic home extensions which were not contentious. 
All other applications on the list have still to be decided. 

Again he noted that Buchanan Business Park was still shown as undecided although it 
was approved in principle at a recent Planning Committee and gone to full Council. 

Rob Stuart said he did not have further information on how the work would be done on 
Cardowan Road Railway Bridge. 

Rob Stuart said he had still to make enquiries with the Planning Department regarding 
house builders advertising boards being erected without planning permission 

Further concerns were raised regarding the dumping of rubble and/or topsoil behind 
Steppshill Terrace Frankfield Loch site and which did appear to be affecting the 
drainage in the area. Rob Stuart to raise this matter with NLC planners and check the 
planning conditions and approvals for this development. A question was also raised 
about a rumour circulating that an access road was to be built from Cumbernauld Road 
opposite Comrie Road. Rob Stuart advised that this was not in the original plans but he 
would enquire about this also. Another concern still around was the commitment to the 
establishment of the nature reserve although it was reported by a member of the public 
that a footpath has been constructed on the north side of Frankfield Loch but it ends 
when it reaches Strathclyde Playing Fields. 

Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Mawyn Mackay reported the meeting of the Northern Corridor Community Forum held 
on Tuesday 27th March 201 2. 
Representatives of NHS Lanarkshire had attended the meeting to inform Forum 
members regarding health improvement and smoking cessation courses. However, 
they were given some angry feedback regarding the unsatisfactory health service 
provision in the Northern Corridor arising from the confusing and unsatisfactory division 
of responsibility and funding for community health service provision in the area 
between NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and NHS Lanarkshire. The representatives 
sad they would take this back to their managers. 

NLC Community Learning and Development had drawn up a Youth Strategy for the 
North Locality which predominantly focused on Moodiesburn to the exclusion of other 
areas. The CLDP Team had included a Youth Event in the Plan to be held in the Pivot 
Centre but seemed to expect the Moodiesburn Community Development Trust and the 
Northern Corridor Community Forum to take responsibility for this and supply most of 
the funding without making provision for the hire of the Pivot Centre. Again this was 
primarily for the youth of Moodiesburn. 

The Forum had been waiting for maps and paperwork from Keith Vernon, Beautiful 
North Lanarkshire since he attended a Forum meeting in November 201 1. Also the 
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Forum is trying to obtain nominated persons from Chryston and Moodiesburn to join 
with Bill Somerville to take this matter forward. 

However, there was better news on the Footpaths and Rights of Way project following 
a meeting with Mandy Cowan of NLC Community Payback Scheme. She was very 
positive about being able to support the project with materials and labour both of which 
were available and could be deployed to the project in the summer of 2012. All that was 
required was a survey of the paths and confirmation of landownership - NLC 
ownership would be no problem but other ownership would require consent of 
landowner, although Rights of Way could be done by just informing the landowner. 

Councillors’ Verbal Reports 

No reports from Councillors. 

Any other business 

A member of the public reported that the trees in the Bluebell Dell had been cut down 
but there was no planning permission to do this. Rob Stuart said he would investigate 
this with the Planning Department. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting. 

Monday 21 st May 201 2 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew’s Way, Stepps. 

The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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