
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday 17'h September 2012 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present : 

In Attendance: 

Public: 12 persons 

Apologies: 

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart, Mawyn Mackay, Edoardo 
Ceresa, Stewart Donald, and Bill Somewille. 

Constables David W hyte and Korine Barclay, Strathclyde Police 

Cllrs Alec Gibson, Grenfell Lang, Carol Graham, Ewan Graham, lain 
MacGregor, Frances McAveety and Margaret Sludden-Li, Cllrs Brian 
Wallace and Frances McGlinchey, NLC, Elaine Smith and John Wilson, 
MSP's and Tom Clarke MP 
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Remarks/lntroduction 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies 

Mawyn Mackay advised that he had received apologies from Cllrs Alec Gibson, 
Grenfell Lang, Carol Graham, Ewan Graham, lain MacGregor Frances McAveety and 
Margaret Sludden-Li, Cllrs Brian Wallace and Frances McGlinchey, NLC, Elaine Smith 
and John Wilson, MSP's and Tom Clarke MP 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 8'h June 201 2 were approved, proposed 
by Bill Somerville and seconded by Rob Stuart. 

Community Policing 

Ken Maxwell welcomed PC Whyte and PC Barclay and invited them to address the 
meeting. 

PC Barclay reported that the area remains very quiet with only a low number of calls 
relative to other Wards in the Division. Most of these related to youth disorder, 
vandalism and road traffic offences. These are more a nuisance than serious crime but 
nonetheless would like them to be dealt with and reduced where possible. As part of 
her training she is working with North Lanarkshire Council on an Action Plan to try and 
improve communication between the different agencies - schools, housing, social 
work, police and community representatives. She will bring details of this to future 
meetings as it develops. 

Stewart Donald asked for information regarding a number of housebreakings in the 
Millerston area where it seemed two men in suits were knocking on doors and when it 
seemed no one was in, they then broke into the houses. PC Barclay said these 
incidents were not included in the period she had details for but she would check the 
records and report back to the Secretary. 

Mawyn Mackay commented that the action taken by the police in regard to the cycle 
lanes on Cumbernauld Road seemed to have been successful and in the main had 
cleared the lanes of parked vehicles. Similarly, the shooting at Whitehill Farm also 
seemed to have ceased following intervention by the police. He said the Council 
appreciated the co-operation of the police on these issues and hoped this type of action 
would continue when similar issues were raised by the Council. 

The issue of inconsiderate parking in Whitehill Farm Road and Alexandra Avenue by 
persons using the Boxing Club still seemed to be unresolved and the police would look 
into this. 
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Ken Maxwell thanked the Police for their attendance, report and answering questions. 

Matters arising from previous meeting of 18.06.1 2 

Japanese Knotweed 

Ken Maxwell said that he had brought forward this item as the guest speaker, Maxime 
Jay, Managing Director, Emtec Evasive Ecology Specialists, had a later engagement. 
He welcomed Mr Jay and invited him to address the meeting. 

Mr Jay thanked the Council for the invitation to come to talk about the subject of 
Japanese Knotweed. He went on to speak with great knowledge and experience of the 
subject dispelling a number of myths such as the plant is able to grow through concrete 
but confirmed that it was a serious issue for property owners who need expert advice 
and guidance from companies like his own on how to deal with the plant on their 
property. This could ensure property is marketed without affecting its true value. He 
spoke about safe disposal, eradiation measures, mortgage and insurance issues when 
buying and selling property and what his company has done with the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders, Scottish and Westminster Governments and insurance companies 
in drawing up processes and procedures which would give buyers and sellers 
guarantees when Japanese Knotweed is present on a property. He said he would send 
copies of this guide as soon as the most recent update is incorporated as there had 
been very recent and significant changes. 

In answer to questions, Maxine stated that the plant in this country does not spread by 
seed as we only have female genus, it spreads by its root system and cuttings which 
take root very easily and quickly in a damp and well watered environment. Eradication 
is by spraying with the right chemical mixtures and for a period of up to five years for 
serious infestation. If you wish to re-use the ground for cultivation or building, then the 
ground needs to be excavated to a depth of several metres and a few metres out from 
the furthest presence of the plant. Both, but particularly the latter can be expensive and 
requires engaging specialists. 

Ken Maxwell thanked Maxine for attending the meeting, for his full and comprehensive 
presentation and answering questions. 

Item 5.1 Sports Facilities, St Andrews Way: A local resident from Blenheim Avenue 
stated that although some additional fencing had been erected by the Council, there 
had been no improvement in the noise and nuisance factor since completion of these 
works. She is being well supported by a local MSP but even going through the North 
Lanarkshire Complaints procedure has not been easy. The Council is now in breach of 
its own procedure not having responded in the set timescales. There had been a good 
response to the proposal to install Baffle Boards but they are not dealing with the out of 
hours use of the facilities by unauthorised persons. As far as she was aware noise 
levels have not been monitored and despite CCTV monitoring, no action seems to be 
taken against unauthorised use. She thanked the Council for its continuing support and 
said she would advise of further developments. 

Item 5.2 Mineshafts: Nothing to report from the Coal Board regarding location of 
mineshafts in the area. Secretary to pursue. 

Item 5.3: Although a proper footpath has been constructed from Cumbernauld Road to 
St Andrews Way, the gate in the perimeter fence remains locked so the path cannot be 
properly utilised. Mawyn Mackay reported that Cllr B. Wallace, NLC had called him to 
say there was a problem with opening the gate due to subsidence and the slip-bolt 
having jammed but no action seems to have been taken to repair the problem. The 
unblocking of access from St Andrews Way to Stepps Hockey Park remains 
unresolved. 
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Item 5.4: Work has commenced on drainage renewal in Blenheim Avenue, Stepps 
Playpark and Lenzie Road. There are further problems in Millerston, Station Road and 
at the bottom of Second Avenue as well as Stepps, Whitehill Avenue and Victoria Road 
junction. 

Item 5.5: Bill Somerville reported that he was still trying to get hold of Keith Vernon. He 
was hoping to source some half barrels at a reduced price but needed more details 
before asking for approval to purchase these. 

Item 5.6: Dog fouling continues to be a serious problem and Council agreed there are 
not enough bins and signs with some existing signs needing to be replaced as they 
faded and now unreadable. Secretary was asked to write to NLC requesting more signs 
and local publicity. Also to contact Taylor Wimpey and ask if the firm could provide bins 
on Loch Road in the meantime as NLC will not do this until the road is adopted. 

Item 5.7: There had been a lot of activity by Friends of Stepps Playpark and it was 
reported that the group had now secured all the funding of f300k. The upgrade of the 
Park should go ahead as soon as the drainage work is completed. The Council had 
met with the group over the summer and it seems that there will be changes to the 
plans following this meeting. There is still an area in the park where there is Japanese 
Knotweed but it is being dealt with by NLC. 

Item 5.8: Ken Maxwell said he had still not had a response from the person he had 
contacted in NLC regarding the supply of recycling bags for food waste. 

Treasurer’s Report 

In the absence of the Treasurer on holiday there was no Report. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council confirming booking of Stepps Cultural Centre for 
schedule of Council Meetings on third Monday of each month from September 2012 to 
June 201 3. Copies of schedule of meetings distributed. 

Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing minutes of meetings of NLC 
Committees and Sub Committees to be submitted to Meeting of Council on 5th July 
2012. Noted. 

E-mail from Cllr Frances McGlinchey enclosing e-mail from NLC Planning Department 
confirming that the application for a car park had Eredine Place had been withdrawn. 
This was welcome news and a positive outcome to the representation and objections 
raised by the Community Council and local residents. 

E-mail from Cllr Frances McGlinchey enclosing copies of correspondence relating to 
inconsiderate parking in Whitehill Farm Road and Alexandra Avenue associated with 
the Boxing Club. Matter referred to the Police earlier in the meeting. 

Letter from NLC advising of consultation being undertaken on a proposed Tenant 
Participation Strategy 201 2 - 15. A questionnaire was enclosed which the Secretary 
was asked to respond to by the due date - 28‘h September 201 2. 

Letter from NLC regarding Doors Open Day 2012 which had now taken place on 8-gth 
September. Stepps Parish Church had participated but did not have many visitors. 

Letter from NLC enclosing copy of Council Diary for 201 2/13 which contained the dates 
of all meetings of the Council for the next year. Noted and held by Secretary. 

Letter from John Wilson MSP enclosing posters advertising his surgeries in the local 
area. Noted. 
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Letter from Area Commander Strathclyde Police regarding opening hours of 
Cumbernauld Police Office. This has now been shelved and existing hours will be 
retained. 

Letter from Cumbernauld & Kilsyth Citizens Advice Bureau inviting the Council to send 
a representative to their AGM on Tuesday 23rd October in Cumbernauld College at 
2.00pm. No one indicated that they would be willing or able to attend. Noted. 

Letter from Margaret Mitchell, MSP enclosing copies of her current Newsletter. Noted. 

Planning Matters 

Rob Stuart presented the List of Planning Applications to 1 7th September 201 2. There 
were no new contentious applications but he drew attention to the application for 1 13 
Cumbernauld Road, Stepps. This was to demolish the existing property and rebuild a 
residential property on the same site. He was concerned to know what finish would be 
applied as he felt such an important location should be finished in stone. This was 
endorsed by the Council and Rob was asked to check the plans and if necessary write 
to the planners expressing the Council’s views on this aspect of the new building. 

Rob confirmed that the application for the car park at Eredine Place had been 
withdrawn from Planning Applications list for the area. 

Still no response from NLC regarding Motorway Services Area at Hornshill Farm. 

There was an application from Taylor Wimpey house builders for advertising boards at 
Junction of Loch Road with Cumbernauld Road. It was not known if this was a 
retrospective application as there are already signs at this location. Rob to check the 
application and clarify. 

Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn Mackay reported that the Northern Corridor Community Forum was holding a 
Fuel Poverty Event in Chryston High School on Saturday 6th October from 1 O.OOam to 
1 .OOpm. He hoped as many people as were able would come along as it was an issue 
which affected most people or their family, particularly older relatives. 

Bill Somerville reported that he had attended a North Lanarkshire Partnership event on 
Consultation on behalf of the Forum. What was interesting was the positive references 
as to how the Community Council had galvanised the local community and been 
successful in organising the consultation on the Reporter’s examination of the Draft 
North Lanarkshire Local Plan. 

Councillors’ Verbal Reports and Any other business 

A local resident from Millerston drew attention to the planning application which had 
been submitted to Glasgow City Council for a housing development in Station Road, 
Millerston on land that had been previously a play park run by NLC on behalf of GCC. 
He knew that the Council did not have any statutory responsibility in regard to this 
application but he wanted to make the Council aware of the loss of play area and 
perhaps use this information in any contacts with NLC regarding local amenities in 
Millerston which would be diminished if the development were permitted. The amenity 
was in a poor state of repair, anyway, since it was no longer maintained by NLC nor 
GCC. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting. 

Monday 1 !jth October 201 2 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew’s Way, 
Stepps. 

The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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