
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday lgfh November 2012 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present: Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart, Marvyn Mackay, Edoardo 
Ceresa, Stewart Donald, Grenfell Lang, Frances McAveety, Ewan Graham 
and Bill Somerville. 

Cllr Brian Wallace, NLC. 

Cllrs Alec Gibson, Carol Graham, lain MacGregor, and Margaret Sludden- 
Lim, Cllr Frances McGlinchey, NLC, Elaine Smith and John Wilson, MSP’s 

In Attendance: 
Public: 10 persons 

Apologies : 
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Remar ksll n trod uc tion 
Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies 

Marvyn Mackay advised that he had received apologies from Cllrs Alec Gibson, Carol 
Graham, lain MacGregor and Margaret Sludden-Lim, Cllr Frances McGlinchey, NLC, 
Elaine Smith and John Wilson, MSP’s and Tom Clarke MP 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 15th October 2012 were approved, 
proposed by Bill Somerville and seconded by Grenfell Lang. 

Community Policing 

There was no representative of Strathclyde Police in attendance and no report had 
been received. 

Cllr Brian Wallace advised that local residents in Kirkpatrick Drive had raised concerns 
regarding rowdy youths gathering at the play area. He had arranged a meeting with the 
police at this location to discuss what action could be taken. 

A member of the public reported that sheep had been seen wandering on Lenzie Road 
and Mount Harriet Drive and asked if this was a police matter. Ken Maxwell suggested 
it was both a police and landownerhenant matter and both should be contacted. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had seen youths obviously underage being sold 
alcohol at the Day Today store on Cumbernauld Road and they had not been asked to 
show their identity. This would be reported to the police. 

A number of local residents reported seeing vehicles on Cumbernauld Road between 
Stepps and Millerston travelling well in excess of the speed limit and overtaking 
dangerously. Again this would be reported to the police. 

Matters arising from previous meeting of 15.10.12 

Item 5.1 Sports Facilities, St Andrews Way: A local resident from Blenheim Avenue 
reported that she had received a response to her Stage 3 complaint from North 
Lanarkshire Council which was unsatisfactory. She had now referred the matter to the 
Public Services Ombudsman and expected a response in the next two weeks. Cllr 
Brian Wallace said that he had written to the Council’s Chief Executive regarding the 
views of local residents which he felt were not being addressed. The assurances given 
about the new sound barrier fence had not been fulfilled and it was not a satisfactory 
solution. It had also been suggested that the erection of the fence had damaged the 
field drains and this was now causing flooding in the area. He had asked for a specialist 
investigation of this additional problem. 
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Item 5.2 Mineshafts: Nothing to report from the Coal Board regarding location of 
mineshafts in the area. Secretary still to pursue. 

Item 5.3: Footpaths to and from Stepps Cultural Centre. The fencing and gates on the 
upgraded path from Cumbernauld Road had been erected and although mostly a lower 
fence with gates, it was not what was suggested at the site visit and had blocked 
access from St Andrews Way to the Hockey Park. Another site visit had been 
requested to look at how this problem might be resolved. 

Item 5.4: Flooding A number of locations were identified as still causing problems with 
flooding viz. 21-35; 57 and 68 Whitehill Avenue; Whitehill AvenueNictoria Road 
junction; Cardowan Road at junction with Cardowan Drive and beside flats at Lowland 
Court; pavement between 161-163 Cumbernauld Road, Hornshill Farm Road at 
Junction with Cumbernauld Road. Cllr Wallace said he would raise these with the 
Roads Department. In addition, any other problem locations should be reported to the 
Council via the Northline Contact Centre. 

Item 5.5: Beautiful North Lanarkshire. Bill Somerville said his Report was not yet ready 
and he would bring it to a future meeting of the Council. 

Item 5.7: Japanese Knotweed. Other sites where Japanese Knotweed had taken hold 
were still being identified and these would be referred to North Lanarkshire Council and 
the landowner, if known. 

Item 10.1 : Marvyn Mackay said that he had still to write again to Caledonian Estates 
and Savills for Garnkirk Estates regarding the fence on the north side of Mount Harriet 
Drive. 

Item 10.3: Marvyn Mackay said that he had still to write to North Lanarkshire Council 
regarding the resurfacing of the cycle lanes on the south side of Cumbernauld Road. 
Stewart Donald reported that parking on the cycle lanes was happening again and this 
to be reported to the police for action similar to earlier in the year which seemed to 
have had an impact for a time. 

Item 10.4: Marvyn Mackay said he had still to contact Community Payback Scheme 
regarding the upgrading of the footpaths from the Hockey Park to Cumbernauld Road 
and St Andrews Way but as the fence work was ongoing and that would need to be 
completed to ensure the path was aligned correctly 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ewan Graham reported that there had been very few payments from the account other 
than the Hall Hire costs. The balance in account was f2755.23. There were one or two 
outstanding Invoices such as the website and Stepps on the Level advertising which 
would reduce the balance to about f2,000. The 2012/13 Grant from NLC had not yet 
been received. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from Elaine Smith, MSP detailing her position and action taken during the 
consultation period during which the Reporter examined the Draft North Lanarkshire 
Local Plan. Most of this was known to the Council but noted for the record. 

e-mail from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing correspondence from Scottish Health 
Campaigns Group which invited the Council to become involved by sending a 
representative to meetings which were three or four times a year and twice yearly with 
the Cabinet Secretary for Health. It was agreed to register our interest and decide who 
would be the Council’s representative once the times and dates of meetings were 
known. 
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Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing information and poster regarding the 
changes to Disability Living Allowance from June 201 3 from which date applications 
would no longer be accepted. NLC is offering advice and support through its Welfare 
Rights Service to assist persons likely to be eligible to apply before then. 

Letter from Network Rail advising of Vegetation Management Works scheduled to be 
undertaken from Gartcosh to Sighthill East Junction in preparation for the electrification 
of the Cumbernauld to Glasgow Queen Street line. The contractors were to ensure 
protected species were not disturbed but the Council was also concerned that 
Japanese Knotweed was similarly not disturbed and spread to other locations during 
these works. Secretary to write regarding this. 

Planning Matters 

Rob Stuart presented the List of Planning Applications to 1gth October 2012. There was 
only one new application for a single storey side extension which did not appear 
con tent ious . 
11 3 Cumbernauld Road, Stepps. Rob Stuart reported that planning permission had 
now been granted for this development without any condition regarding a stone finish, 
only wet render and a natural slate roof. 

Still no response from NLC regarding the zoning for a Motorway Services Area at 
Hornshill Farm. 

Rob Stuart had sent comments to NLC regarding the application by Taylor Wimpey for 
advertising boards at Loch Road opposite Comrie Road. 

Stewart Donald reported that he had seen plans which Taylor Wimpey had submitted to 
NLC for changes to the Frankfield Loch development which sought permission for a 
second entrance opposite Comrie Road and the construction of a roundabout at this 
junction. He had seen a neighbourhood notification and visited the Planning 
Department and seen the full plans. No one else in attendance at the meeting had seen 
or heard of this proposal and Cllr Wallace said he would investigate. He confirmed that 
he had been advised earlier in the year that any change to the plans would constitute a 
major plan and as such would require pre-panning consultation with interested parties 
including the Council. This process had not been undertaken. The Council was 
concerned at this development as the original planning application had been supported 
on the basis of only one access from Cumbernauld Road and another from Campsie 
View along with the condition that a Nature Reserve be developed. 

Ken Maxwell advised that pre-planning consultation meetings were due to be held in 
Auchinloch on Friday and Saturday this week in connection with the proposed housing 
development on Langmuirhead Road which Auchinloch Community Council was 
opposing. He encouraged Councillors to show their support by attending one of these 
sessions. 

Marvyn Mackay reported that NLC is considering a planning application for a care 
home and residential development on Woodhead Road, Muirhead. As it was not in our 
area we had not been notified but in the pre-planning consultation phase, NLC had 
asked the developer to notify the Council and he understood the Council had objected. 
Rob Stuart was asked to ensure that the Council’s views were before NLC at next 
week’s meeting. 

Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn Mackay reported that at the last meeting of the Northern Corridor Community 
Forum on 16‘h October, the Chief Executive of NLC had been in attendance to giver a 
presentation and answer questions regarding NLC Budget Savings Options 2013 - 
2016. After the meeting the Forum had submitted its comments similar to those 
expressed by the Council as previously stated. 
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9.2 There had been a development in the Footpaths and Public Rights of Way in that NL 
Access had offered to assist in the drawing up of maps of the area and it had been 
suggested that the NLC Greenspace Team be asked to consider how the work on the 
paths might be taken forward. 

The next meeting of the Forum is on Tuesday 27th November 2012 at 7.30pm in the 
Auchinloch Community Centre. 

Councillors' Verbal Reports and Any other business 

Bill Somerville said that he had attended one of the public information meetings 
regarding the new food waste bins. When he asked what to do with garden refuse 
during the winter months he was dismayed to be told to put it in the black bin. He did 
not think this was an appropriate answer and defeated the purpose of recycling. He did 
not think NLC had adequately considered the ramifications of ending the brown bin 
collection over the winter months. Cllr Wallace said he would make enquiries about the 
new arrangements and the disposal of garden waste. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting. 

Monday 17th December 2012 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew's Way, 
Stepps. 

The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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