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Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

 Monday 18th February 2013 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present:  Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart, Marvyn Mackay, Edoardo 
Ceresa, Stewart Donald, Grenfell Lang, Carol Graham, Ewan Graham, Iain 
MacGregor, Bill Somerville and Margaret Sludden-Lim.  

Public:   10 persons 

In Attendance: Sgt Andy Tough; PC’s Kerr and Wilson, Strathclyde Police.  

Apologies:   Cllrs Alec Gibson and Frances McAveety; Cllrs Frances McGlinchey and 
Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, Elaine Smith and 
John Wilson, MSP’s and Tom Clarke MP. 

1.0 Remarks/Introduction 

1.1 Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.0 Apologies 

2.1  Marvyn Mackay advised that he had received apologies from Cllrs Alec Gibson and 
Frances McAveety; Cllrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare 
Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, Elaine Smith and John Wilson, MSP’s and Tom Clarke, 
MP. 

3.0 Minutes of previous meeting 

3.1  Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 21st January 2013 were 
approved, proposed by Grenfell Lang and seconded by Stewart Donald.  

4.0 Community Policing 

4.1        Ken Maxwell welcomed the representatives of Strathclyde Police and invited them to 
address the meeting. 

4.2 PC Kerr reported that in the last period there had been 59 calls from the Stepps area 
although none of these were serious incidents. 8 were for road traffic offences, 2 
relating to disturbances, a number of thefts, 1 firearm incident, robbery of taxi drivers 
for which someone had been apprehended, bogus workmen. In relation to the last of 
these, a force wide Task Force had been set up to deal with the problem of bogus 
callers and one officer from the area had been allocated to this group.  

4.3  Stewart Donald enquired about parking on the cycle lanes and was advised that the 
police were keeping an eye on this issue. 

4.4  In response to a question relating to a vehicle permanently parked on Whitehill Farm 
Road at its junction with Lenzie Road, the police said they would investigate.  

4.5  Stewart Donald asked if the new legislation relating to double parking would be applied 
vigorously, to which the Sgt Tough said that if offences were being committed 
appropriate action would be taken. Other concerns were raised regarding inconsiderate 
parking on pavements in Whitehill Avenue and Cardowan Drive which caused 
obstruction of the pavements and were a safety hazard for pedestrians with buggies or 
wheelchair users. Police would investigate and take action if appropriate.  

4.6  Iain MacGregor enquired about suspicious activity relating to vehicles meeting up at the 
Hockey park car park. The police were not aware of any recent incidents but would 
check it out. 

4.7  A local resident from Blenheim Avenue described the issues relating to unauthorised 
use of the all-weather pitches at St Andrews Way saying that whenever she 
complained to the police she had been advised that trespass on these premises was 
not a police matter. Sgt Tough advised that this was correct but that if what was 
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reported was disturbance, excessive noise or anti-social behaviour, this would be a 
police matter and would be investigated accordingly.  

4.8  Ken Maxwell thanked the police for their attendance, report and answering questions.  

5.0  Matters arising from Previous Meeting 21.01.13   

5.1 Item 5.1: Local resident reported that in addition to what she had said above relating to 
the Sports Facilities St Andrews Way, she has now been advised by the Public 
Services Ombudsman that it does not deal with complaints that are more than 5 years 
old.  However, the report has upheld what North Lanarkshire Council had done but 
required the Council to apologise for not responding in time. In addition the 
Ombudsman has suggested a meeting of all stakeholders to try to reach a more 
satisfactory outcome. In addition it was reported that flooding was now a problem 
between the pitches and the rear of properties in Anniesdale Avenue and Blenheim 
Avenue since the new fence was installed. It was understood that Cllr Brian Wallace 
had asked for a site visit and report but the outcome of this was not known.    

5.2 Item 5.2: No response from Coal Board regarding location of mineshafts in the area. 
Secretary to write again. 

5.3 Item 5.3: The additional gate has not yet been installed on the path from Cumbernauld 
Road to the Cultural Centre and the School and once it is, Community Payback Service 
will be approached to request upgrading of path to Hockey Park and  the entrance to 
Hockey Park from Cumbernauld Road. In response to an enquiry regarding the public 
right of way from Garnkirk Lane to Woodhead Road, Muirhead, the Secretary said that 
the Northern Corridor Community Forum had this path on their list of paths needing 
maintenance but had still to ascertain ownership as it was not Council owned and 
therefore could not be repaired and upgraded by Community Payback Service.  

5.4 Item 5.4: Maintenance work to drainage at the locations reported to North Lanarkshire 
Council has not yet been undertaken. Check and report at next meeting.  

5.5        Item 5.5: Bill Somerville introduced Gerry Lewis of North Lanarkshire Council who was 
the new responsible person in the Council for Beautiful North Lanarkshire. Gerry 
outlined his remit and explained that the scheme is part of Beautiful Scotland which 
seeks to encourage local communities to consider participating in the national scheme 
by seeking to enhance the appearance of their area in partnership with the local 
authority, local businesses, local groups and local residents. Local communities are 
encouraged to enter the competition for which there are different categories. The 
judges will come on a tour of the area which will be presented by the entrants to show 
off the best in the local area and how the community has been engaged. This would be 
included in the portfolios and background information submitted as part of the entry and 
Gerry could assist in preparing the submission and the tour if transport was required. 
Gerry said he would send more information. One proposal which was being considered 
was the development of a community garden in a gap site in Whitehill Farm Road and 
enquiries were underway as to ownership of the site. Given that Stepps Playpark was 
due to be refurbished this year, it would be another location which could be included in 
the tour. Council agreed to consider this issue further with a view to submitting an entry 
this year. Ken Maxwell thanked Gerry for his attendance, information and offer of 
assistance. 

5.6 Item 5.6: Secretary had still to write again to Caledonian Estates and Savills for 
Garnkirk Estates regarding the fence on the north side of Mount Harriet Drive.   

5.7 Item 5.7: Secretary had still to write to North Lanarkshire Council regarding the 
resurfacing of the cycle lanes on the south side of Cumbernauld Road.  

5.8 Item 5.9: The installation of a pedestrian crossing on Dewar Road at Crowwood 
Roundabout still to be referred to North Lanarkshire Council. However, Secretary 
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reported that this road had still to be adopted by North Lanarkshire Council so it was 
unlikely anything could be done in the meantime.  

5.9 Item 5.10: Ken Maxwell reported that there had been a further 77 visits to the website 
in the last month and 34 were on the one day     

6.0 Treasurer’s Report  

6.1  Ewan Graham reported that the balance in account of £3334.01 from last month had 
been reduced to £2595.61 as the invoice for the website of £750 had been paid plus 
two small amounts for room lets for meetings of the Council. Rob Stuart reported on 
enquiries he had made regarding outdoor noticeboards and circulated information. In 
discussion it was suggested that Stepps on the Level could be used more frequently as 
this was going to every household. It was agreed to explore further the location of such 
a noticeboard on Cumbernauld Road at the War Memorial entrance to Stepps Play 
Park and also to have a regular monthly advertisement in Stepps on the Level. It was 
also agreed that as part of an entry to Beautiful Scotland, money should be set aside 
for the purchase of flower tubs, two of which could be located on either side of the 
noticeboard. 

7.0 Secretary’s Report 

7.1 Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting.  

7.2 e-mail from Caledonian Properties seeking to consult on proposals to create mixed 
woodlands in the Stepps area as part of the development and conservation of their 
estate. This was a very short notice (4 days to respond) consultation but to which Rob 
had responded saying there was not much in the proposals for Stepps. The only site in 
the area was on south side of the M80 and it did not seem to correspond to their 
objectives as it was too small and lay in the wrong direction. All this would do was  
screening between the motorway and Whitehill Farm at this location.  

7.3 e-mail from BAM Nuttall, contractors appointed by Network Rail to replace Cardowan 
Road Railway Bridge inviting representatives of the Council to a meeting to inform the 
Council of the planned work and its impact on the community and local residents. Bill 
and Marvyn had been able to attend and found it an informative meeting but with some 
unanswered questions such as whether or not there would be a temporary bridge 
during the replacement programme or vehicles would have to use a diversion through 
Crowwood Grange and Dewar Road. The work was scheduled to take place from June 
this year to April 2014 and the bridge would be closed completely from August 2013 to 
Feb 2014. Further public information meetings and publicity would be undertaken by 
the contractors in the run up to commencement of and during the project and the aim 
was to cause least disruption and disturbance to local residents.  

7.4 e-mail from Scottish Police Authority inviting the Council to respond to a consultation on 
the Strategic Police Plan by 22nd February. No action. 

7.5 e-mail from Scottish Government inviting the Council to send a representative to 
consultation workshops on Reshaping the Community Justice System. Marvyn said 
that he was intending to go to one of the events in any case and could also represent 
the Council. Agreed.  

7.6 e-mail from David and Katie Whitworth, a couple in Yorkshire researching Coats of 
Arms and Logos in local communities. Stepps does not have one but Marvyn reminded 
the Council that it had agreed in the past to have a competition involving local school 
children to design a logo for the Council. Ken Maxwell said he would suggest this to the 
Parents Council at Stepps Primary School and perhaps this could run jointly with St 
Joeseph’s RC Primary School. 

7.6 Letter from Gavin Whitefield, Chief Executive North Lanarkshire Council thanking the 
Council for its contribution to the Council’s consultation on the Budget Savings options 
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and advising that the Council had set its budget on 14th February, details of which were 
on the Council website. Marvyn added that all the proposals on which the Council had 
commented had been influential including the retention of Chilterns Care Home, the 
Moodiesburn One-Stop Shop, no change to the charges for school transport, no charge 
for community alarms and continued provision of Festive Lights in local communities.    

7.7  e-mail from Cllr Brian Wallace with apologies but also containing a reference to 
enquiries he had made regarding ownership of the old access lane from Blenheim 
Avenue to the football pitch. He understood the Council owned the lane but he has 
arranged a site visit with Council officers to clarify the position. 

8.0 Planning Matters 

8.1 Rob Stuart presented the List of Planning Applications to 18th February 2013 on which 
there was only one new application for conservatory alterations in Bothlin Drive which 
had been approved.  

8.2 He had submitted further observations on the application by Taylor Wimpey for an 
amended layout to the Frankfield Loch development near the junction of Loch Road 
with Cumbernauld Road in the terms discussed at the last meeting. 

8.3 A local resident from Cumbernauld Road raised the issue of contact from Taylor 
Wimpey regarding the land on Cumbernauld Road opposite Comrie Road which was 
owned by Taylor Wimpey and included in their original development plans for 
townhouse. In summary, Taylor Wimpey wanted to change the plans to include a 
second access road to their Frankfield Loch development and they were disputing the 
location of the boundary between their land and the local resident as well as proposing 
that he change his vehicular access from Cumbernauld Road to the east side of his 
property on the proposed new road. Since he had not agreed to these plans and had 
contested their interpretation of the boundary line, a representative of Taylor Wimpey 
had offered to buy his house and offer him the choice of one of the new houses in the 
development. The Council was concerned and disturbed by this information and the 
apparent harassment of a local resident by the builders and re-iterated its objection to a 
second access road at this location. Rob Stuart said he had consulted with North 
Lanarkshire planners and was advised that no application had been received by 
Council and any proposal such as a second access rodd would require a full re-
submission with appropriate pre-planning consultation with the Community Council and 
other interested parties. It was agreed to keep a close watch on developments with Ken 
and Marvyn to draft a letter to Taylor Wimpey expressing the Council’s unhappiness 
with the way they were pursuing this matter.  

9.0 Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum   

9.1 Marvyn reported on the last meeting of the Community Forum and said that relevant 
matters for Stepps had already been mentioned in the previous business.    

10.0 Councillors’ Verbal Reports and Any other business 

10.1 Local residents raised the matter of someone regularly dumping chicken bones in 
Stepps Playpark which seemed to be to feed the foxes but they were a hazard to the 
many dogs which were walked in the park. It was not clear what could be done about 
this or who was responsible for any action. Rob Stuart said he would ask the Parks 
Department and Council could raise it with Police at the next meeting. 

12.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting. 

12.1 Monday 18th March 2013 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew’s Way, 
Stepps.  

13.0   The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 


