
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday 18fh March 2013 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present: 

Public: 5 persons 

Apologies: 

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart, Marvyn Mackay, Stewart 
Donald, Grenfell Lang and Bill Somerville. 

Cllrs Edoardo Ceresa, Alec Gibson, Ewan and Carol Graham, Frances 
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McAveety, lain MacGregor and Margaret Sludden-Lim; Cllrs Frances 
McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, 
Elaine Smith and John Wilson, MSP’s; Tom Clarke MP; and PC’s Kerr and 
W ilson, Strathclyde Police 

Remar ks/lntroduction 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies 

Mawyn Mackay advised that he had received apologies from Cllrs Edoardo Ceresa, 
Alec Gibson, Ewan and Carol Graham, Frances McAveety, lain MacGregor and 
Margaret Sludden-Lim; Cllrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; Clare 
Adamson, Siobhan McMahon, Elaine Smith and John Wilson, MSP’s; Tom Clarke MP; 
and PC’s Kerr and Wilson, Strathclyde Police 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 1 8th February 201 3 were 
approved, proposed by Grenfell Lang and seconded by Bill Somerville. 

Community Policing 

In the absence of a representative from Strathclyde Police there was no Community 
Policing Report. 

No new items were raised for the attention of the police. 

Matters arising from Previous Meeting 18.02.1 3 

Item 5.1 : Local resident reported that she had lodged an appeal to the Ombudsman’s 
decision regarding the all-weather pitches at St Andrews Way. She had also been in 
contact with the Citizen’s Advice Bureau which had made a referral to the Scottish 
Mediation Service. She has arranged a meeting with the various stakeholders to be 
held on Friday 17th May at10.00am at her house. This was the earliest date when all 
the parties were available 

Item 5.2: No response from Coal Board regarding location of mineshafts in the area. 
Secretary to write again. A member of the public advised that she knows of someone 
who has a copy of plans for the area showing the mine workings and if these are 
available, she will arrange for the Council to have sight of them. It was also noted that 
the Coal Board had made representation to the Reporter for the Local Plan and copies 
of these comments should still be available on the Reporter’s website. 

Item 5.3: The additional gate has still not been installed on the path from Cumbernauld 
Road to the Cultural Centre and the School and the Secretary said he is reluctant to 
request Community Payback Service to consider upgrading of path to Hockey Park and 
the entrance to Hockey Park from Cumbernauld Road until this is done. 

Item 5.4: Maintenance work to drainage at various locations reported to North 
Lanarkshire Council has now been done but not all, and some of those already done 
had not resulted in any improvement in drainage. Councillors were asked to check the 
situation on streets near to them and report at next meeting. 
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Item 5.5: Bill Somerville reported that he had not yet received any further information 
from Gerry Lewis of North Lanarkshire Council regarding Beautiful North Lanarkshire. 
Rob Stuart reported that having made enquiries with NLC regarding the gap site in 
Whitehill Farm Road, he had been advised that all the utilities had underground 
services passing through this site and whilst it would be possible to negotiate a 
Wayleave agreement, he had been advised against proceeding. Marvyn Mackay 
suggested that the Council investigate if anything could be done to improve and 
landscape the area of land within the Buchanan Gait business park at the junction of 
Dewar Road with Cumbernauld Road. Local businesses in the park and Scottish Water 
could be asked to support such a project with discrete advertising being included in the 
design. Council agreed that this was a good idea and should be taken forward if 
possible. Rob Stuart to investigate ownership of the land in question. 

Item 5.6: Secretary has still to write again to Caledonian Estates and Savills for 
Garnkirk Estates regarding the fence on the north side of Mount Harriet Drive. Stewart 
Donald enquired about whether permission would be required to remove a fallen tree 
from this location and have it placed in Stepps Play Park as one of the new activity 
areas. It was thought that the managing agents would need to be asked. 

Item 5.7: Secretary had still to write to North Lanarkshire Council regarding the 
resurfacing of the cycle lanes on the south side of Cumbernauld Road. It was noted 
that parking on the cycle lanes has been reduced since this was raised again with the 
police. However, it was still necessary to have the cycle lanes properly marked and re- 
established to make then safer and more obvious to motorists. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Marvyn Mackay reported in Ewan Graham’s absence that the balance in account was 
€2591 -41 after paying all invoices received including hall rental invoices up to 20th 
January 201 3. 

Rob Stuart reported that planning permission would not be required for a Noticeboard 
at the entrance to Stepps Play Park from Cumbernauld Road and he understood that 
NLC was assisting Cumbernauld Community Council to put up noticeboard and would 
be willing to assist in Stepps. In discussion, it was suggested that perhaps the NLC 
might consider offering advertising space on the bus shelter at this location as an 
alternative to a noticeboard. Rob Stuart was authorised to continue with his enquiries 
and bring forward proposals for this or a noticeboard at this location. 

Secretary’s Report 
Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

e-mail from Stepps on the Level suggesting that the Council purchase a monthly page 
in the magazine instead of going to the expense of purchasing a noticeboard which 
might not have the same impact as the magazine going into every home in the 
community and could be subject to vandalism. Council considered the matter and 
decided to continue with the provision of a noticeboard, but also to investigate the cost 
of a monthly advertisement in Stepps on the Level. 

Letter from Audit Manager, NLC advising that Community Councils are required to 
submit their accounts for audit to the approved auditor and that failure to submit 
accounts for audit would result in the annual grant from NLC being withheld. Pass to 
Treasurer for information and action if not already done. 

Planning Matters 
Rob Stuart presented the List of Planning Applications to 1 8th March 201 3 on which 
there were only two new applications neither of which were contentious and did not 
require action by the Council. 
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He had nothing further to report on the application by Taylor Wimpey for an amended 
layout to the Frankfield Loch development near the junction of Loch Road with 
Cumbernauld Road. Marvyn Mackay said that he had received a phone call from the 
Planning Manager for the Taylor Wimpey suggesting a meeting with representatives of 
the Council to discuss these plans and hear the Council's concerns directly. Ken 
Maxwell said he had considered this request and felt an informal meeting was 
inappropriate and he would prefer that Taylor Wimpey undertook a proper community 
consultation on these and possibly major changes to their plans for the site given the 
level of information around about proposed changes and the suggestion of a second 
access road opposite Comrie Road. The planning authority had advised this would be 
appropriate and the Council had already submitted its views for consideration by the 
Planning authority and further discussion on this small change would not be helpful. It 
was now up to the planning authority to consider the objections and make a decision on 
this change to the originally approved development. The Council endorsed this 
position. 

A local resident from Cumbernauld Road reported that there had been no further 
contact from Taylor Wimpey regarding the land on Cumbernauld Road opposite Comrie 
Road and their plans for a new access road and change of access to his property. He 
had taken legal advice and would refer any further contacts to his solicitor. 

Report from the Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn reported that the next meeting of the Community Forum was next month on 
Tuesday 1 6'h April at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural centre. He added that the local 
Consortium for Reshaping Care for Older People, of which he was member as Chair of 
the Forum, had a budget of f 15k to distribute to local groups for older people which 
wished to extend or add to their range of activities. There was a simple application form 
and application had to made before 31" March 2013 for activities to take place before 
31 st March 201 4 
Councillors' Verbal Reports and Any other business 

An issue was raised regarding changes to the 36 bus service through Stepps which 
Firstbus was proposing to replace with a revised 38 Service. It was understood that 
there would be no change in the half hourly frequency but it would no longer go to 
Cumbernauld nor use Buchanan Bus Station as it would go to Newton Mearns. 

Bill Somerville reported that the local Crime Prevention Panel for the North Area was 
being reformed with a new constitution and meeting on the first Monday of the month 
although the next meeting would be 8'h April due to holidays. He would be attending on 
behalf on the Community Forum but would also update the Council. 

A local resident provided information about affiliation to the Ramblers' Association 
which had been agreed at a previous meeting. The fee was f45 per annum and it was 
confirmed that the Council would affiliate. It was also noted that the Ramblers are in the 
process of putting walks with instructions and directions on their website and these 
could be viewed and downloaded free of charge. 

Date and Time of Annual General Meeting and Next Ordinary Meeting. 

Monday lEith April 201 3 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrew's Way, Stepps. 

The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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