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Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

 Monday 17th June 2013 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present:  Councillors Rob Stuart (Vice-Chair), Marvyn Mackay, Stewart Donald, 
Ewan Graham, Grenfell Lang, Bill Somerville, Iain MacGregor and Edoardo 
Ceresa. 

Public: 14 persons 

In Attendance Constables Gary Johnston and Tony Donnan, Police Scotland  

Apologies:   Ken Maxwell [Chair], Carol Graham, Margaret Lim, Frances McAveety and 
Cllrs John McLaren, Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC 

1.0 Opening Remarks /Introductions 

1.1 Rob Stuart, Vice-Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance. In the absence of Ken Maxwell, Chair, Rob Stuart chaired the meeting. 

2.0 Apologies 

2.1 Marvyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received from Ken Maxwell [Chair], 
Carol Graham, Margaret Lim, Frances McAveety and Cllrs John McLaren, Frances 
McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC 

3.0 Minutes of previous meeting: 20.05.13 

 Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 20th May 2013 were taken by 
Grenfell Land who was thanked for this. They were approved, proposed Iain 
MacGregor and seconded by Rob Stuart.  

4.0 Community Policing 

4.1 Rob Stuart welcomed the Police to the meeting and invited them to present their report. 

4.2 PC Donnan reported that there had been a slight increase in incidents in the past 
month. There were the usual Road Traffic offences mainly on the M80 but also a 
number of house breakings in Speyburn Place, Nicolson Court and Reynolds Drive. It 
was believed there was a pattern to these crimes. As a result there was a high profile 
operation one night but no one was apprehended. In addition, there were some 
incidents of vandalism, anti-social behaviour and domestic disturbances.  

4.3 In response to questions, the police said they would ask for a speeding check on 
Lenzie Road and also an abandoned vehicle in Whitehill Farm Road. 

4.4  Rob Stuart thanked the police for their attendance, report and answering questions.  

5.0  Matters Arising 

5.1 Item 5.1: Sports Facilities at St Andrews Way Irene McGeorge reported on the meeting 
with stakeholders. The conditions attached to construction of the pitches was that they 
would not be used after 9.00pm and no unauthorised use. The responsibility for 
ensuring compliance lay with the Balfour Beattie. There were also other planning 
conditions attached such as distance from private property. Since the pitches became 
operational there had been no action by North Lanarkshire to enforce the planning 
conditions which had not been complied with. It was agreed that the Community 
Council should make further enquiries about the planning conditions and request North 
Lanarkshire Council to enforce these. It was also suggested that the Community 
Council engage an Advocate to take up this issue on behalf of the Council. It was not 
clear that Council could use its funds for this purpose and it was agreed to clarify this 
with North Lanarkshire Council. Finally, it was suggested that the noise levels should 
be registered with appropriate equipment. 

5.2 Item 5.2: Mapping of Mineshafts.  Ongoing. 
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5.3 Item 5.3: Footpaths around Stepps Primary School and Hockey Park. Ongoing. 
5.4 Item 5.4: Flooding on roads and highways Stewart Donald reported that drains are now 

only cleared every year on a routine basis. However, specific sites can be done on a 
one-off basis if flooding is reported. He said that some sites already identified would 
need further highlighting as the problems of flooding at these locations had not been 
eradicated i.e. Hornshill Farm Road, Cardowan Road, Whitehill Avenue and Lenzie 
Road. Photographs would be sent to NLC. In addition, local residents should still report 
particular problems via Northline, NLC Contact Centre.   

5.5 Item 5.5: Beautiful North Lanarkshire Bill Somerville reported that Stepps was now 
registered with the Scotland in Bloom through the Northern Corridor Community Forum. 
Although it was too late to do anything this year, he would be keeping in touch with the 
liaison person and hoped Stepps would do something next year.  

5.6 Item 5.6: Fence at Mount Harriet Drive. Ongoing. 
5.7 Item 5.7: Cycle Lanes on Cumbernauld Road. Stewart Donald and Marvyn Mackay had 

a site meeting with the Roads Engineer. The Roads Engineer advised that the cycle 
lane had been re-aligned on the north side of Cumbernauld Road eastwards from 
Laundry Lane due to the exit having to conform to sight-line requirements. This meant 
the cycle lane was moved nearer the centre of the road and at the Real Spice 
Takeaway there was not space for parking without reducing the width of the pavement. 
This could be done but there was no funding available. The Roads Engineer also 
advised that due to Cumbernauld Road being used for a cycling event during the 
Commonwealth Games, funding had been made available to resurface from Station 
Road to Cardowan Road. Also as part of Frankfield Loch housing development, traffic 
lights are due to be installed at the Loch Road, Laundry Lane junction with 
Cumbernauld Road.  

5.8 Item 5.8: Stepps Play Park Noted that the construction work is progressing and some 
of the new play equipment is already installed. The site is still under construction but 
Rob Stuart said the Council must wait to take any appropriate action once it is opened. 
It was suggested there should be a set closure time. However, since North Lanarkshire 
Council is taking over the maintenance and upkeep of the facility, it will not have a set 
closure time. Any problems would need to be reported to the police. It was also noted 
that there had been a complaint about vandalism on the site but this was being 
addressed by the contractors with extra security.  

5.9  Item 5.9: Electrification of Railway. Marvyn Mackay said that there had been no further 
updates on this project but work on replacing Cardowan Road bridge was due to start 
next month.  

5.10  Item 11.1 Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Park. Rob Stuart gave an 
update on the plans for a Nature Reserve at Frankfield Loch. Taylor Wimpey was 
undertaking the preliminary work for the nature reserve and once this was completed to 
the satisfaction of North Lanarkshire Council, it would be passed to NLC to manage. 
NLC had calculated the management costs and this was indexed linked. It appeared 
Taylor Wimpey has asked to opt out of the requirement but NLC have not agreed. Still 
some remedial work to be done and NLC Greenspace Team are monitoring the work.  
A local resident wants to develop a wildlife park at the site of the former trotting arena 
to the east of Loch Road beyond the Nursery and houses. He asked the Council if it 
would attend a meeting with local NL Councillors to float and discuss this idea. It was 
agreed that the Council would attend the meeting when it was arranged.   

6.0 Treasurer’s report 

6.1 Ewan Graham reported that there had been minimal financial activity and that the 
current balance in account was £2191.60p.  

7.0 Secretary’s report 

7.1  Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 
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7.2 Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing Minutes of Meetings of the Council, 
Committees and Sub-Committees to be submitted to the meeting of the Council on 
Thursday 20th June 2013. Noted.   

8.0 Planning report 

8.1 Rob Stuart presented the list of Planning Applications to 17th June 2013 which 
contained only one new item, a house extension in Comedie Road which did not 
require any comment from the Council. 

8.2  Plans for new house next to 115 Cumbernauld Road had now been approved. 

8.3 The Local Plan for Stepps was now in place for the next 5 years. It can be viewed on 
the North Lanarkshire Council website. 

8.4 The amended layout for Frankfield Loch Site B, a small area to the west of Loch Road 
has been approved but the developers have left a gap on the turning circle for a road.  

9.0 North Area Crime Prevention Panel 

9.1 Bill Somerville reported that the local Crime Prevention Panel was up and running and 
the next meeting is on Monday 24th June. The Panel will be attending the local Gala 
Days in Moodiesburn and Cumbernauld. Bill noted that he is outnumbered by ratio of 
8:1 relative to Cumbernauld representatives.  

10.0 Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum  

10.1 Marvyn Mackay reported that the Forum had been successful in securing £30k from the 
Local Area partnership Regeneration Fund for environmental improvement work in 
Muirhead/Chryston. He hoped Forum would submit a further bid for similar works in 
Stepps/Cardowan/Millerston for 2014/15. In this regard he requested that the Council 
ascertain ownership of the gap site at Buchanan Gate adjacent to Crowwood 
roundabout as environmental improvement here could be included in a future project.  

11.0 Any other competent business 

11.1 Rob Stuart reported that he is having discussion with North Lanarkshire Council 
regarding the siting of a Community Council Noticeboard at the War Memorial entrance 
to Stepps Park. The council appear to be in agreement but he will need to have further 
discussions with the Planning Department of NLC. 

11.2 Marvyn Mackay sought the Council’s views on advertisements in Stepps on the Level 
over the summer months and this was agreed. He also asked permission to include 
Councillors names in these advertisements so that the community was reminded who 
we were and that there were vacancies. Agreed.  

11.3  Rob Stuart reported that some of the bus stops did not have the correct timetables and 
said he would raise this with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport. 

11.4 It was reported that the water seepage onto Cumbernauld Road from Steppshill 
Terrace retaining wall appeared to be contaminated and perhaps toxic. It was agreed to 
ask North Lanarkshire Council to investigate and take remedial action.  

12.0 Date of next meeting 

12.1 Monday 16th September 2013 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, 
Stepps. 

13.0   The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 


