
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday 16'h September 2013 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present : 

Public: 9 persons 

In Attendance 

Apologies : 

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair) Rob Stuart (Vice-Chair), Marvyn Mackay, 
Stewart Donald, Grenfell Lang and Edoardo Ceresa. 

Constables Derek Wilson and Jennifer Dunn, Police Scotland 

Councillors Ewan and Carol Graham, Margaret Lim, Frances McAveety, 
lain MacGregor and Bill Somerville; Cllrs John McLaren, Frances 
McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC, Elaine Smith; Siobhan McMahon, 
MSPs and Tom Clarke, MP. 
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Opening Remarks /Introductions 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance. 

Apologies 

Mawyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received from Councillors Ewan and 
Carol Graham, Margaret Lim, Frances McAveety, lain MacGregor and Bill Somerville 
Cllrs John McLaren, Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC, Elaine Smith; 
Siobhan McMahon, MSPs and Tom Clarke, MP. 

Minutes of previous meeting: 17.06.1 3 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 1 7'h June 201 3 were approved, 
proposed by Stewart Donald and seconded by Rob Stuart. 

Community Policing 

Ken Maxwell welcomed the representatives of Police Scotland to the meeting and 
invited them to give their report. 

PC Derek Wilson reported that there had been 130 calls in the last period. Of those 
which were crime related calls these included 2 of shoplifting at the Co-op, 3 
vandalism, housebreaking in Dewar Road, car theft in Edward Place, theft from a 
garden shed, possession of drugs and road traffic offences. He noted that during the 
period there had been no reports of anti-social behaviour or street drinking. 

One area which was receiving a lot of attention was the new play park in Stepps as 
there had been some vandalism and equipment being set on fire but no serious 
damage had occurred. There had been 4 anti-social noise calls relating to the park but 
relative to other similar areas, it is not seen as a major problem but one which the Chief 
Inspector has asked to be kept under close surveillance. 

In response to a question, the police said they did not think a speeding check had been 
done on Lenzie Road and they would again ask the traffic branch to look at this. 

In response to a question regarding cycling lessons for the schools, these were 
provided. Also the police can take action regarding parking on cycle lanes where this 
causes a hazard and the police agreed to look again at Cumbernauld Road around the 
'Real Spice' takeaway which was causing obstruction. 

Ken Maxwell thanked the police for their attendance, report and answering questions. 

Matters Arising 

Item 5.1 : Sports Facilities at St Andrews Wav lrene McGeorge has given Rob Stuart a 
copy of correspondence from the early days of planning this facility. NLC Planning say 
there is nothing they can do as it was built according to the drawings and specification. 
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However, it is clear that the pitch is closer to the residential properties than it should be. 
The Planning Department say that NLC Learning and Leisure are responsible for the 
management of the pitch. There is lack of clarity about community versus public use 
but the facility is supposed to close at 9.00pm to all users. Mrs McGeorge felt that the 
responsible department should put up signs with the rules and opening and closing 
times and how would be monitored. As all responses or none were unsatisfactory and 
nothing was being done to alleviate the problems, Mrs McGeorge was now considering 
a legal route to try and get some action. 
Item 5.2: MapDina of Mineshafts. Ongoing. 
Item 5.3: Footpaths around Stepps Primarv School and Hockev Park. Marvyn Mackay 
noted that an additional gate had been installed in the fence on the path from the 
cultural centre to Cumbernauld Road allowing access from St Andrews Way to the 
Hockey Pitches when the school is closed. He would now contact the Restorative 
Justice Team and ask if they could upgrade the other paths in this area. 
Item 5.4: Floodina on roads and hiahwavs Stewart Donald reported that NLC Roads 
have advised him that they do not have any reports of flooding at the locations which 
had been notified by Stewart and therefore no action had been taken. Stewart will 
continue to pursue this matter and ensure the locations are logged with NLC Roads. 
Item 5.5: Beautiful North Lanarkshire No report. It was noted that there are four half 
barrel planters located outside Stepps Primary School which could be used by the 
pupils if involved in any future project. 
Item 5.6: Fence at Mount Harriet Drive. Ongoing as there is doubt about land 
ownership. 
Item 5.7: Cvcle Lanes on Cumbernauld Road. See Police Report at Item 4.5 above. 
Item 5.8: Stepps Plav Park See Police Report above at Item 4.3. Local residents are 
monitoring the situation and making representation to local elected members. It was 
noted there is no Council presence after hours and the police have taken responsibility 
for monitoring the park. Parking in Blenheim Avenue was noted as a new problem 
since the new park opened. Also eradication of Japanese Knotweed had not been fully 
successful and areas of new growth still remain in the park. 
Item 5.9: Electrification of Railwav. Marvyn Mackay reported that work was ongoing 
with the installation of the infrastructure for the electric trains. However, there had not 
been any communication to the residents of Nicolson Court regarding replacing the 
fence. It was agreed that the Secretary write to the factor on behalf of the Council and 
local residents to enquire about their plans for a replacement fence between the railway 
and Nicolson Court. 
Item 5.10: Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Park. Local resident had not 
been in touch regarding a meeting between Community Councillors and NLC 
Councillors about the Wildlife Park although there seemed to be some confusion about 
who was supposed to be arranging this. Marvyn Mackay reported that he had been 
speaking with someone from Taylor Wimpey at the Pre-Planning Consultation Event 
who said that he was having regular meetings officers of NLC about the Nature 
Reserve which Taylor Wimpey was creating prior to handing it over to the council for 
ongoing maintenance. The site was not yet ready and the council would not take it over 
until it was. The outstanding planning application on transfer of ownership was not 
approved as a result. 
Item 1 1 . I  : Communitv Council Noticeboard Rob Stuart said that he was in discussion 
with NLC Planning which had been given a copy of the proposal. 

Item 11.3: Bus Stop Timetables Rob Stuart advised that the timetables at some bus 
stops had still not been updated. He would contact SPT and Firstbus again. 

Item 11.4: Water seepaae at SteDDshill Terrace See Item 5.4 above. Stewart Donald 
was including this location in his discussions with NLC Roads 

Treasurer’s report 
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In the Treasurer’s absence there was no report. 

Secretary’s report 

Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Various items from James Barr regarding Taylor Wimpey’s revised plans for Frankfield 
Loch which will be considered under planning below. 

Police Scotland: Review of Traffic Warden Provision and Public Service Opening Hours 
at Police Offices. This was for information only that these reviews are being 
undertaken. Noted. 

Letter from John Wilson MSP enclosing information regarding his local surgeries. 
Noted. 

Letter from Corporate Services NLC regarding Licensing (Scotland) Act (2005) asking 
for comments by 2nd August 201 3 on draft Statement of Licensing Policy for the next 
three years. As date for comment passed this item was noted. 

Two letters from Culture NL confirming room bookings for monthly meetings of the 
Council until June 2014. First letter had wrong charge and this had been rectified. 

Letter from Ladv Haiq P o p ~ v  Factorv enclosing Order Form for Remembrance Day 
Wreaths. Secretary authorised to purchase one for the Council. 

Letter from Cumbernauld and Kilvsth Citizens Advice Bureau inviting the Council to 
send a representative to the AGM on Friday loth September. As date past, noted. 

Letter from Friends of Kelvin Vallev enclosing copies of latest newsletter. Noted. 

Letter from Marqaret Mitchell MSP enclosing copies of Parliamentary Newsletter. 
Noted. 

Letter from NLC Environmental Services enclosing copy of Winter Maintenance Policy 
for Roads and Pavements. Similar to previous years - Noted. 

Letter from NLC Environmental Services enclosing information regarding Lanarkshire 
Doors Open 7‘h and 8th September 21 03. Event past - noted. 

Planning report 

Rob Stuart presented the list of Planning Applications to 1 6‘h September 201 3 which 
contained two new items. First, replacement Telecoms Equipment at Buchanan Tower 
which the Council had previously opposed when first installed but now accepted. 
Secondly, from Bellway Homes for a redesigned site at Crowwood Grange which they 
had taken over from another company. As the layout only involved one extra house and 
the previous development was approved, he did not see any grounds for objection. 

In regard to the revised layout and access road proposed by Taylor Wimpey for Phase 
2 of the Frankfield Loch development, Rob Stuart advised that he had submitted the 
Council’s comments after the public pre-planning consultation event. He had made a 
number of points and copies of the letter had been circulated. These included 
comments about the need for the new access road, the increase in the number of 
houses given the 19 already approved on part of the original site, the height of the flats 
adjacent to 10 Cumbernauld Road, the lack of social housing. He had also sent a 
further letter to NLC Planning raising a number these issues and others for which he 
sought clarification and guidance on the planning requirements. Responses are 
awaited. 
North Area Crime Prevention Panel 

In Bill Somerville’s absence there was no report 
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Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn Mackay reported that the next meeting of the Forum was scheduled for 1" 
October 201 3 at 7.30pm. 

Any other competent business 

Marvyn Mackay reported that he had received three resignations from the Community 
Council. First Alec Gibson as he had moved to live on the south side of the city and 
therefore was no longer eligible to serve on the Council. Secondly, due to ill health, Bill 
Somerville and finally due to work commitments and being unable to attend the 
meetings, Margaret Lim. This left quite a few vacancies but a number of co-opted 
members could still be appointed to replace some or all of these Councillors. Secretary 
was asked to write to the Councillors who had resigned thanking them for their hard 
work, commitment and valuable contribution to the work of the Council. 

Local residents noted that Japanese Knotweed had been observed growing, apparently 
as an ornamental plant, at 71 Cumbernauld Road. They felt this should be notified to 
NLC Environmental Services. 

Date of next meeting 
Monday 21 st October 201 3 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, 
Stepps. 
The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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Meeting on Monday 215' October 2013 
Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Blenheim Avenue, Stepps 

Agenda 

Opening Rem a rks/l n t rod uct ion s 
Apologies Secretary 

Chairperson 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 16.09.1 3 
[Adopt for accuracy] 

Chairperson 

Community Policing Police Scotland 

Matters arising from Previous Meeting 16.09.1 3 Chairperson 

5.1 
5.2 
5.3 
5.4 
5.5 
5.6 
5.7 
5.8 
5.9 
5.1 0 
5.1 1 
5.1 2 

Sports Facilities St Andrew's Way 
Identification and Mapping of Mineshafts 
Footpaths around Stepps Primary School 
Flooding in the area 
Beautiful North Lanarkshire 
Fence on North Side of Mt Harriet Drive 
Cycle lanes on Cumbernauld Road 
Stepps Play Park Project 
Electrification of Railway 
Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Garden 
Community Council Noticeboard 
Bus Timetables 

Treasurer's Report Treasurer 

Secretary's Report Secretary 

Planning Matters Rob Stuart 

Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Any other competent business All 

Date and Time next Meeting: Monday 1 gfh November 201 3 at 7.30pm in Stepps 
Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Marvyn Mackay 

Marvyn Mackay 
Sec re t a ry 

The Community Council for Stepps, Cardowan, Millerston and Crowwood Grange 

www.stepDscc.orq S&DCCagendal 0.13 


