
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on 

Monday 21'' October 2013 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps. 

Present: 

Public: 10 persons 

In Attendance 

Apologies: 

Councillors Ken MaxweII (Chair) Rob Stuart (Vice-Chair), Marvyn Mackay, 
Stewart Donald, Grenfell Lang and Edoardo Ceresa. 

Cllrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; Constables Derek 
Wilson and Jennifer Dunn, Police Scotland 

Councillors Ewan and Carol Graham, Frances McAveety, lain MacGregor; 
Elaine Smith; Siobhan McMahon, John Wilson MSP's and Tom Clarke, 
MP. 
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Opening Remarks /Introductions 

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance. 
Apo I og ies 

Mawyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received from Councillors Ewan and 
Carol Graham, Frances McAveety, lain MacGregor; Elaine Smith; Siobhan McMahon, 
John Wilson MSP's and Tom Clarke, MP. 

Minutes of previous meeting: 16.09.13 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 16'h September 2013 were 
approved, subject to the transfer of Grenfell Lang from those present to those 
apologising for absence, proposed by Stewart Donald and seconded by Rob Stuart. 
Community Policing 

Ken Maxwell welcomed the representatives of Police Scotland to the meeting and 
invited them to give their report. 

PC Derek Wilson reported that there had been a slight increase in calls in the last 
period. Of those which were crime related calls these included 1 further incident of 
shoplifting at the Co-op, 2 searches of premises for possession of drugs, one of which 
was positive and the other negative, road traffic offences including one for drunk 
driving, theft of batteries from temporary traffic lights on Cumbernauld Road; 2 
vandalism; and this month sheep rather than cattle on Dewar Road. In addition there 
had been a number licencing offences relating to trades people working door to door 
who required a licence from the Local Authority to carry put their trade in the area. He 
advised everyone to ask to see such licences and if person did not have one to report 
this to the police. There was concern regarding a missing person from the area who 
had been missing now for over a week - a Colin McCartney (49) from a farm near 
Auchinloch and any person with information should contact the police. He concluded by 
distributing leaflets with contact numbers for the local police and Crimestoppers. 

Ken Maxwell thanked the police for their attendance and report. 

Matters Arising 

Item 5.1 : S ~ o r t s  Facilities at St Andrews Wav lrene McGeorge reported that she had 
received a letter from Shirley Linton, Head of Planning, NLC which contained some 
answers to questions not previously answered by the council. However, she made 
various claims which were not substantiated by the evidence on the ground. Basically 
however, nothing was being done. NLC Learning and Leisure were responsible for 
managing the facility but were not doing it properly, saying there was nothing they 
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could do about noise and light pollution. lrene had sponsored a petition which had been 
sent to the Council and she believed it was due to be heard on 4'h November. 
Item 5.2: Mappinu of Mineshafts. Ongoing. 
Item 5.3: Footpaths around Stepps Primarv School and Hockev Park Mawyn Mackay 
still to contact the Restorative Justice Team and ask if they could upgrade the other 
paths in this area. 
Item 5.4: Floodinq on roads and hiqhwavs Stewart Donald reported that NLC Roads 
had responded to say they had dealt with some of the locations but did not have 
reports or were not aware of problems at the other locations advised by Stewart. A 
meeting on site had been suggested by John Ashcroft, Roads Engineer, NLC and this 
was to be arranged between Stewart and the Secretary. 
Item 5.5: Beautiful North Lanarkshire No report. 
Item 5.6: Fence at Mount Harriet Drive. Stewart Donald reported that he had found 
contact information with the agents for the landowners at this location and he had 
passed to information to the Secretary to make contact to ask for repair and re- 
instatement of fences along the north side of Mount Harriet Drive and Whitehill Farm 
Road. 
Item 5.7: Cvcle Lanes on Cumbernauld Road. Parking on the cycle lanes on 
Cumbernauld Road continues to be a problem and this needs to be taken up again with 
the police at the next meeting. 
Item 5.8: Stems Plav Park It was noted that the Playpark had been officially opened in 
September and it was a great day with good weather and very busy. The Community 
Council was represented although one or two Councillors had to give their apologies. It 
was noted that the park is still flooding but also that the drainage works in the area 
were not yet complete. Local residents in attendance at the meeting stated that there 
are ongoing noise and nuisance issues relating to out of hours use and abuse of the 
facilities by older youths. Although they have been advised that this is a police problem, 
reporting it has no effect as the police either do not attend or by the time they do the 
culprits have moved on. It was also noted that the floodlighting on the tennis courts 
gives adequate light to the play area so that use can be extended beyond dusk when it 
would normally be expected to close. Cllrs Wallace and McGlinchey said they would 
take up the matter with the police and said that residents should continue to report and 
log incidents of concern. One local resident said she had a note of calls and these had 
been passed to the Community Council. This showed that there had been 7 calls to the 
police over a 5 week period in July and August at different times of the night and as 
stated there was either no response or attendance was three hours later and no one 
was there. 
Item 5.9: Electrification of Railwav. Marvyn Mackay reported that work was ongoing but 
there had still not been any communication with the residents of Nicolson Court 
regarding replacing the fence. He had still to write to the factor on behalf of the Council 
and local residents to enquire about their plans for a replacement fence between the 
railway and Nicolson Court. In response to a question, Marvyn advised that information 
from Networkrail indicated that Cardowan Road Bridge would re-open on 12'h 
December 201 3. 
Item 5.10: Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Park. Planning application to 
transfer the Nature Reserve to North Lanarkshire Council still not decided due to 
outstanding work to be done by Taylor Wimpey. Marvyn Mackay added that he had 
been advised at pre-planning application consultation for Phase 2, that the developers 
were meeting regularly with the council and future management was on the Agenda but 
still nothing about community involvement in the process. Cllrs McGlinchey and 
Wallace said they would make enquiries about the proposals and ask for the 
community to be engaged. 

Item 5.1 1: Communitv Council Noticeboard Rob Stuart said that he had been in 
discussion with NLC Planning about the proposals and had been advised to speak with 
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Martin Dickson as Planning did not have any funding to assist with this work. In 
response to a question regarding whether or not planning permission was required this 
had not been answered by NLC but that Martin Dickson would be able to advise. 
Item 5.1 2: Bus Stop Timetables Timetables at a number of bus stops had still not been 
updated. Rob Stuart said he would contact SPT and Firstbus again. 

Item 5.1 3: Water seepaae at Steppshill Terrace The response from John Ashcroft (see 
item 5.4 above) said that although the water seepage looked unsightly, there was no 
health risk as it was from rainwater drainage ducts which were necessary in order to 
prevent a built up of water behind the wall at this location. He had asked that the 
pavement be cleaned up to allow the water to drain away more quickly. 

Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer’s report showed that the account balance at 1 2‘h September, per the 
most recent statement, was f2,191.86 with no significant transactions or movement 
since last update. 

Secretary’s report 
Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting. 

Letter from Culture North Lanarkshire advising that due to problems with underground 
pipework there would be limited Toilet provision at Stepps Cultural Centre for the 
foreseeable future until the contractors can find a solution. Noted. 
Letter from North Lanarkshire Council enclosing minutes of meetings of the Council, 
Committees and Sub-Committees to be submitted to the meeting of North Lanarkshire 
Council on 3rd October, 201 3. Noted 

Letter from Police Scotland enclosing information and seeking comments on proposals 
for Public Counter Provision. In regard to the North Locality, the proposal was to reduce 
public counter provision at Cumbernauld Office from 24 hours to 8.00am to 6.00pm 7 
days per week. After discussion, Council agreed that this would have little impact on 
the residents of the Council’s area since virtually all their contact was by other means 
and seldom if ever by personal call at the office. Agreed to make no comment. 

Letter from James Barr in response to the council’s comments on the Pre-Planning 
Application to the revised Phase 2 proposals for Frankfield Loch. To be discussed 
under Planning later on the Agenda. 

e-mail from John Ashcroft Roads Engineer, NLC regarding flooding enquiry. See Item 
5.4 above. 
Letter from John Wilson, MSP enclosing posters regarding surgery times in the area. 
Noted, until such time as the Council has a noticeboard on which to display such 
material. 

Letter from Scottish Natural Heritaae enclosing a complimentary copy of quarterly 
magazine ‘The Nature of Scotland’. Noted. 

Letter from the Mark Group enclosing information about funding and support for energy 
efficient home improvements. Noted. 

Planning report 

Rob Stuart presented the list of Planning Applications to 21“ October 201 3 on which 
there were four new applications, three of which were non-contentious but the fourth of 
which related to 74 Mount Harriet Drive. Rob felt this required further investigation as it 
was currently a large single storey extended bungalow and the proposals were for a 
large area second storey extension. He felt this might be out of character for the area 
and create a house with an exceptionally large footprint so as not to compliment the 
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surrounding properties. He said he would look in more detail at the plans, discuss with 
planning and report to the next meeting. 

Rob Stuart referred to the response from James Barr to the Council’s comments on the 
revised proposals for Phase 2 of Frankfield Loch development. He explained about the 
5 issues raised by the Council but said that only two had been addressed by the 
developer. In regard to social housing component, it claimed that this site was exempt 
as it was zoned for housing prior to that policy decision of NLC. Rob said he would be 
seeking advice from NLC about this interpretation. Secondly, in the further update to 
the proposals, the three storey block of flats adjacent to 10 Cumbernauld Road had 
been moved to the other side of the side to sit beside Steppshill Terrace which was of a 
similar height. The access road, to which the Council was most strongly opposed, 
remained but there was no mention of the traffic lights or the pedestrian crossing 
provision in the revised plans. Similarly, there was no mention of the proposals for a 
one-way system to operate on the access road to properties on the north side of 
Cumbernauld Road. There were other questions but these had not been responded to. 
Similarly, Rob said he had written to the Planning Department, NLC asking a number of 
basic questions but he was still waiting for a reply. Mawyn Mackay commented that this 
delay in response from NLC was unacceptable and in breach of the Council’s policy 
and procedures requiring a response within 14 days. Rob Stuart was asked to take up 
this unacceptable delay with the Council. 

A local resident reported that he had received an apology from Taylor Wimpey 
regarding misrepresentation of issues at the recent pre-planning application 
consultation meeting, commenting that it should never have happened in the first place. 

Rob Stuart went on to advise that the revised layout proposed by Bellway homes at the 
former Redrow site at Crowwood Grange had been approved by NLC. Cllr Wallace 
commented that he had requested that Bellway Homes change information on their 
website relating to their existing development at Crowwood Grange as it stated that 
these houses were in the catchment area of North Lanarkshire schools which they are 
not as they are being built within Glasgow City. 

Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Marvyn Mackay reported that in partnership with North Lanarkshire Council, NHS 
Lanarkshire and Chryston High School, the Forum was sponsoring a Family Health 
Event at Chryston High School on Saturday gth November from 1 O.OOam to 2.00pm. A 
range of healthy activities, eating, drinking etc. would be on display and for many 
activities the opportunity to try them out or sample them. Entry and participation in the 
activities was free. The aim of the day was promote health improvement and active 
healthy lifestyles for the whole family and all were welcome. 

Any other competent business 

There was no other competent business raised. 

Date of next meeting 

Monday 1 8th November 201 3 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, 
Stepps. 
The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 

4 


