
Minutes of Meeting of 
Westerwood Community Council 

held at St Andrews and Cumbernauld Primary School 
Tuesday 16th September 2008 

Present:- 
G. Wright; K. Brunton, M Hayes, J Brady, H Macindoe and Cllr Alan O’Brien, Cllr 
Gordon Murray 

Apologies: 
Kate Morrison, Billy Smith, Cllr Bob Chadha 

Chairmen welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. 

Previous minutes 

Minutes accepted and approved at Committee meeting - 26th August. However, 
the secretary omitted to include the proposal for an Honorarium to be paid to the 
three main officer bearers at the same level as in previous years. 

Kirstv Allen -Waste Education Officer - NLC Environmental Services 

Kirsty attended this meeting, her main role - in Environmental Services is with 
school education on recycling. The secretary had previously forwarded the 
department queries that the residents had raised since the introduction of 
fortnightly collection. The responses were as follows:- 

Where is the rubbish going - is it going to landfill? A recent television 
documentary gave the impression that it is all being shipped abroad. 
Paper 100% re-distributed and recycled in Europe and UK 
Plastic bottle and containers 50% is recycled in Asia 50% Europe and UK - it is 
hoped to increase to 100% in the UK by 2009 
However, Kirsty explained the term back hauling - empty containers - which 
have to return to their destination by sea freight are used to transport material 
therefore it is not an additional transport. All Councils must have a paper trail of 
where their recycled good go. 
Aluminium 100% UK 
Textiles - those that have been placed in the blue bins have been of a very good 
quality - they are therefore the department is going to review this to ensure that 
they are being sent to a location that will benefit the most. They are currently sent 
to Eastern Europe and Africa for re-use. 
Glass 100% recycled at Alloa 
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How is our area progressing? 
Blue bin - lSt week 12.6 tonnes 
Last collection in Sept - 20.2 tonnes - significant increase in our area which is 
excellent. 
Overall there has been very little contamination problems. If recycling continues 
at current level for blue bins - 25,000 tonnes will have been diverted from land 
fill. 
Brown bin - always been a high participation rate - more phone calls for residents 
for more bins 
Glass- tonnage rates for 107 tonnes - looking to increase the area of coverage 

Overall a very positive response from the public with very few complaints. 

Target for 2010 - 40% recycled - look to be well on target 

Multi occupancy not working as well - needs to be addressed - 5 new waste 
awareness officers - to concentrate on areas where response not as good. 

Which Charities have received monies? 
Contribution E26,OOO - St Andrews Hospice, Help the Aged, British Heart 
Foundation, Children 1 st 

Every % increase of = E1,OOO - hope to increase this year by 7% - therefore 
E7.000 

How are the charities chosen? 
British Heart Foundation was chosen after a fellow colleague died from a heart 
attack. Both spectrums of young and old are also included. A resident asked if 
the charities were changed and if one could be nominated and suggested that 
Strathcarron be considered as St Andrews does not cover our area. 

What happens to our rubbish once it leaves in the lorry? 
Gordon Young pointed out that bottles are separated by colour at Wardpark 
however the glass bin is assorted -what happens? 
All glass is separated by hand. 
Blue bins - waste goes on conveyor belts - magnet for steel - hand sort 
Brown bins - goes for compost - no soil due to weight issue - it will not break 
down 

How do I dispose of my cornflake box? 
Cardboard box goes in blue bin. However plastic bag goes in blacwgrey bin. 

Lack of extra bins? 
Kirsty confirmed that there was still an issue in supplying extra bins or parts due 
to Germany recently launching their roadside recycling collection campaign - all 
bins have been diverted to them. 
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A few extra hints . . . 
Blue bin - anything bag like or film like, or cling film, or plastic bag packaging 
and crisp packets - do not go in the blue bin 
Tetra pack - tops can go in but please remove - because if you compress may 
POP 
Don’t forget your aerosols, yogurt pots, marg tubs, pump action toothpaste 

3. Police Update - LOCAL POLICE OFFICE 503900 

There has been incident with tyres being dumped again at Westerwood golf club - 
RESIDENTS please be vigilant and if you see any suspicious white vans - please 
report them. 
The gates at the bottom entrance to the golf club have been open as work is taking 
place. Vandalism has also happened on the golf course and the Farm house was burnt 
down. Again ... please be vigilant - if you see any groups of youths heading that 
direction - and report to above number. 
Sneak in thefts - still happening - remember to lock your doors - keep car keys safe 
and well away from letterbox - to prevent fishing rods being used to obtain keys.. 
Speeding on Eastfield Road - high profile campaign on at present - looking not only 
at speed but use of mobile phone whilst driving and use of seat belts 
Travellers - firstly dealt with by the local authority - to try and establish how long 
they are staying. Police only involved when a crime is committed. David Wilson did 
complain at the mess they left - they should be made responsible - not us as 
taxpayers left to pay the bill for clear up. 
Bogus workmen - has been happening again - particularly when travellers were here. 
Bus shelters - a resident complained at them being broken. Graham explained that 
unless the crime is witnessed they are often not made aware. 

A recent article in the Cumbernauld News - advised Sat Nav owners not to input their 
Home as their exact home address - rather put it a couple of streets away. This is to 
prevent a thief stealing your car with house keys attached and simply programming in 
your home address. 

4. Councillors 

Gordon Murray 
Appointment is planned for ISt October with Head of NHS Lanarkshire and Central 
Health Centre largely to discuss the deficiencies on the Northside of the A80 - eg 
lack of , Xray equipment.Chemists 
David Wilson has kindly agreed to represent the Community Council. 

Gordon is also pursuing the timetable for the Local Plan as it is at the final draft stage 
and in particular to safeguard the status of the Cumbernauld Community Park area. 
Copies of his recent letters can be found on the website 
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Alan O'Brien 
At our last meeting we challenged the Councillors to get the infamous Town Centre 
clock working. 
Alan has suggested that we approach the Campsie Board they have a budget to create 
an icon for the area of around E250k - 500k. The clock could be restored and moved 
to a more visual area - Alan suggested nearer the Tyrst area - which has been 
proposed as being developed into a Southern boulevard. Gordon Wright our Chair 
will progress this matter further via the Forum and update the Community Council. 
Town Centre Capital expenditure - Alan produced a spreadsheet (see below) which 
shows spending within North Lanarkshire. Cumbernauld contributes almost E23m 
and Kilsyth E5m in Council tax - these stats highlight the lack of expenditure in our 
area. These figures would help fight his case for the above. 

Moneys allocated from Landscaping, Fees and General Works cannot be allocated on a geographi 
Airdrie expenditure includes Mill Street Regeneration. ! 

5. Cumbernauld 10k 

The Cumbernauld 1Ok took place on Sunday 14'h September 2008 - well done to 
both Gordon and Joe who completed it within the 1 hr! ! Fantastic Boys well done! 

6. Chairman Update 

During the summer the wooden fence which blocks the open stretch between the trees 
at Dullatur roundabout was broken. Thanks to Mike Hayes who contacted Ogilvie 
Homes to arrange repair. 

Gordon has attended in recent weeks the Forum meeting and also the North Local 
Area Partnership Neighbourhood Improvement Plan. 
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Proposed improvements for our ward are:- 
* Pilot project upgrading underpass at Craigmarloch - this has been proposed by 

Alan O’Brien it is the most known entrance into the Cumbernauld Community 
Park 
Begin upgrading Broadwood Loch facility - a wooden boardwalk has been 
proposed due to the soil issues 
Complete the upgrading works around the “Carrickstone” - this is a monument 
which can be found on the pathway between the water tower and the school. This 
campaign has been driven by Gordon Murray 
Investigate solutions to antisocial behaviour in Tomtain area - ‘??‘? CAN 
COlJNClLLOli PLEASE ADVISE Wl {ERE ‘ I 3  IIS IS 
Clarify the joint property opportunities which exist between NHS Lanarkshire and 
North Lanarkshire council 
Address the ground maintenance issues around Carrickstone estate 

THIS WAS A VERY BUSY AND FULLY PACKED MEETING AND TIME RAN 
OUT TO FULLY DISCUSS LATTER ISSUES PROPERLY 

Gordon raised the concern that it has been brought to his attention that the Croy Carpark 
could now is now in jeopardy due to the fact that Scot Rail intend to change the railway 
lines and amend the platform at Croy before building or looking at the carpark project. It 
is the committee’s intention to ensure that SPT attend our November meeting as 
previously agreed. We will also ensure that Cathie Craigie is there and made aware of 
the situation. 

7. AOB 

i. David Wilson expressed his disgust at the articles promoting that the 
Antonine Wall was a World Heritage site - he stated that the land was a 
mud heap and covered in barbed wire. It has been suggested that we 
approach the Heritage Society to attend a future meeting 
The Foulgers expressed concerns over the damaged bus shelters but also 
the broken glass that is lying in the trees next to the roundabout - HMW 
will contact NLC 
Residents in Edenside reported that grass between fence and hotel has not 
been cut back all year - HMW will contact Ogilvies 

ii. 

iii. 

8. Next Meeting 

Date of next Community Council Public meeting - Tuesday lSfh November at 
7.3Opm at St Andrews and Cumbernauld Primary. 

Don’t forget our website:- 

www.westerwood.co.uk 
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