
Minutes of Meeting of 
Inaugural Meeting of new 

Westerwood Community Council 

Held at St Andrew's and Cumbernauld Primary School 
Tuesday 1 5'h November 201 1 

Present: G Wright, K Jones, G Young, P Boulton, D Logan, K Brunton, V Wright, 
H Macindoe, Cllr Bob Chadha 

Apologies: J Brady 

1. Election process 

Cllr B Chadha kindly chaired the start of the meeting to complete the formal 
election process of the committee members. Cllr Chadha thanked the old 
committee for all their support! He stated that WCC is one of the community 
councils who achieved the most during their term in office and he is proud to be 
associated with us. 

All members of the previous Community Council stood down. Proposals for re- 
election: - with office bearers being nominated and seconded. 
Gordon Wright - Chair 
Gordon Young - Vice Chair 
Ken Brunton - Treasurer 
Helen Macindoe - Secretary 
Douglas Logan - Committee member 
Val Wright - Committee member 
Joe Brady - Committee member 

Peter Boulton and Keith Jones have also requested to be re-elected to the 
committee and have submitted their applications to NLC as they were on holiday 
at the time of the recent election process. 

Thanks were also given to Cllr Chadha for all his support for issues raised by the 
residents. 

The official agenda was discussed and copies were circulated of the code of 
conduct, constitution, co-option of new members process. 
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2. Previous minutes 

Minutes were agreed and ratified prior to dissolution of old committee. 

3. Police Update 

PC Julie Anderson - 
underpass on Friday and Saturday nights. No real issues. 
79 reported incidents - most vehicle breakdowns, vandalism and traffic calls. 

3 reported disturbances of youths- confined to the 

Issues raised bv residents 
An a group of Irish workman have been offering their services ... but many 
residents have been having problems .. Please do not use them and they will 
move on. However there has been a company cleaning gutters .. and a resident 
did not want their business to be effected by our warning. 

A young man was attacked just at the Water Tower - the police were advisded 
and the issue was discussed again this evening. 

Thanks to resident Carole Birnie for bring to our attention some recent incidents 
of car theft again in our area. The police confirmed that a further 3cars have 
been stolen ... keys left close at hand or doors left open! Please be vigilant. 

Cllr Chadha asked if petrol was being stolen in our wards from the petrol stations. 
The PC confirmed that the majority of them are mistakes where people have 
bought groceries and then not been charged and when approached they will 
immediately paid their bill. All stations have CCTV and issues are easily dealt 
with. 

Lighting at Dobbies Roundabout and Shell garage has been out now for 3-4 
weeks - PC Anderson will speak to the Community Safety Dept. 

Speeding on Dullatur Road and Eastfield Road- has this been addressed? It 
was raised at the last meeting. There is a traffic initiative this week ... so it will be 
brought to the officer’s attention. 

There will be a bigger police presence whenever possible. 

4. Chairman’s Reports 

0 Virgin media - it has been brought to our attention by our resident M 
Bailey that if enough people email Virgin media they will consider installing 
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cables to bring their service to our area. The email address and proposed 
wording is noted in the appendices. 
A couple of letters have been received from Jamie Hepburn and these 
were read out and discussed - lifts will be installed at Croy in the near 
future. Train travellers can travel from Croy to Glasgow - to then travel 
onward to Edinburgh if they cannot use disabled access. He also thanked 
us for allowing his attendance - he also stated that he is available for all 
and individually at any time. 
Health Centre update - Craigmarloch is to remain open. 
Consultation form for the Cumbernauld Community Park - was discussed 
and completed. 

5. Councillors Reports 

Cllr G Murray - recently wrote in connection to the diminishing bus service ... see 
attached. 

Cllr B Chadha - suggested that Maureen Hughes from the Restorative Justice 
programme be invited to a future meeting. 
Cllr Chadha visited Bellshills Depot and he did assure us that the Council has 
ordered 3-4 x more salt + 30 more vehicles to assist with any snow issues this 
coming winter. He assured us that NLC have listened to our concerns and 
issues of last year. 
Recycling facility in Westfield - Deerdyke Road - please use this service 
Broadwood Loch facilities are going to be extended which is really good news! 

4. AOCB 

0 Email has been sent to Richard Mayne - GM of the Westerwood Hotel 
in relation to the hotel's plans for the 1 Oth, 1 lth and 1 2th holes. No 
response received to date. 

Next Meeting 

This is our final meeting of 2011 - best wishes to you all ... and we will see 
you on Tuesday 17'h January 2012. The meeting will be held at St 
Andrews and Cumbernauld P.S. joint campus starting at 7.30pm. 
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Appendix 1 

Virgin Media 
email address: 
cablemystreet@viginmedia.com. 

Please also cc: maicolm@DrintbuvinaarouD.com - so that Mr Bailey can keep note of the number 
of emails sent and chase up on our behalf 

Proposed email message 
Dear Virgin Media, 

Within the Cumbernauld, Westerwood G68 postcode area we have started a campaign on your 
behalf to demonstrate that we have enough interest for it to be viable for Virgin Media to provide 
fibre cables for Internet Access. Please take my details as follows 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  that we would use your service if you were to make it 
available. 

Regards 

Appendix 2 

Civic Centre 
Windmillhill Street 
Motherwell ML1 1AB 
Telephone: (01 698) 302638 Fax: (01 698) 302468 

Our Ref: GM/BC 
Date: 10 January, 201 1 

Councillor Gordon Murray 
Cumberna uld lndependen t Councillors Alliance 

Ward 2, Cumbernauld North 

Paul Jukes 
Executive Director of Environmental Services 
North Lanarkshire Council 
Civic Centre 
Motherwell 

Dear Mr Jukes 

This is an Official Complaint About the Continuing Isolation of Many Sections of 
Cumbernauld, Especially Since the Inclement Weather of 26 November 201 0 
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Please find enclosed an email from Mike Ogden, Chairperson of Craigmarloch 
Community Council, regarding the withdrawal of the X2 direct bus service from most of 
the area to the to the north of the A80 and Glasgow on 17 January. 

They say it claims that two X3 buses will be diverted to Balloch during the morning and 
evening peak periods. No information is available as to the routes they will take or the 
times they will call at the various bus stops. This letter is to be sent to SPT and all NLC’s 
senior officers. 

If there was adequate local buses through the Balloch, Craigmarloch and Westerwood 
areas connecting to the A3 buses which all call at the Craig Linn stop, this might be 
acceptable with proper local connecting buses to this key point in Ward 2. It is totally 
unacceptable as proposed. 

The inclement weather means snow has been on the parts of Cumbernauld continuously 
since Friday 26 November. I have been mainly residing with my caredhelper since that 
date relying partially on the train service between Cumbernauld Station and Motherwell. 

There is only one bus per hour which passes through the town centre then along the 
Kildrum ring road which is accessible to all passengers on the X3, X4 and X5 bus routes 
plus the direct Glasgow express route. This one bus per hour travels along the Kildrum 
ring road which has many connections to most of Cumbernauld. 

This is one bus travels from Milngavie to Monklands Hospital has the stop at 
Cumbernauld Station. It is very erratic in its running, I left my carer’s house at 9.30am to 
walk to a bus stop on this key section in Kildrum ring road. This bus was due at 
Cumbernauld Station at approximately on the hour. Thus giving ample time to catch the 
hourly train to Motherwell which leaves at ten past the hour. 

It is an immaculately clean train which carries virtually no passengers. Is it costing SPT 
or the Rail Executive a fortune? This convenient train is rendered completely 
unacceptable by the erratic running of this Henderson bus from Milngavie to Monklands 
Hospital. 

There are no buses leaving Cumbernauld Station to take passengers to this key section 
of the Kildrum ring road where there are many buses to most parts of Cumbernauld 
including the town centre. In short an attractive convenient train is rendered ineffective. 

I did not arrive in Motherwell until 11.25am and by the time I walked to catch a local bus 
to the Civic Centre it was after 12 Noon. There is no heated waiting room at 
Cumbernauld Station. There are no toilets available to the public, who may have to sit 
for over an hour waiting for a train. 

Could these services be effectively examined and a cost given of what these services 
cost. Are they ineffective because of direct local buses? Does it appear that the whole 
of Ward 2 will have no convenient connection to Glasgow although the Westfield area 
will still be served by the X3? Who in North Lanarkshire Council negotiated with SPT to 
ensure that services in Cumbernauld are properly co-ordinated? Who pays the bill for 
this inadequate service? 
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Quite frankly it is ridiculous that all these expensive services are rendered ineffective 
because of a lack of proper communication between North Lanarkshire Council and 
SPT. 

Regarding the snow I have received many nonsensical letters claiming that only 
Strathclyde Region did all the snow clearing in Cumbernauld, prior to North Lanarkshire 
Council taking over. 

I have supplied extracts from the bills of quantities which are registered in the Court of 
Session clearly specifying what CDC were spending each year on maintaining the 
landscape and the environment of Cumbernauld including snow clearing. 

CDC owned most of the land outside the perimeters of the houses prior to 1996. This 
they maintained. It included large areas for parking cars alongside many of the streets 
in the older parts of the town. They were directly owned by CDC up to 1996. In a few 
instances Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council owned a few of these parking areas. 

Both of these bodies had specific bills for snow clearing. It appears that in the letters I 
have received from senior officials, including the Director of Finance, are correct no 
allowance has been made by North Lanarkshire Council since 1996 for the snow 
clearing in these areas. 

The result is North Lanarkshire Council has on no occasion since 1996 has been able to 
effectively clear key parts of Cumbernauld. 

To give one example for an area from which I have received many complaints, it is from 
Ainslie and Macclehose Road in Kildrum. Is NLC under the impression that this 
important part of Kildrum has been demolished? Is the only part demolished, the flats? 

Can I have full details of when and by what means you have tackled any of the footpaths 
effectively in Macclehose Road which contains a number of severely handicapped 
people? 

In short which official is advising NLC on the unique problems that the Government’s 
experimental design of the early parts of Cumbernauld which are still causing major 
problems? 

When will I receive a full up to date value of all the assets CDC handed over to North 
Lanarkshire Council? How has this money has been spent in tackling Cumbernauld’s 
unique and major problems? 

Yours sincerely 

Councillor Gordon Murray 
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