
Minutes of Meeting of 
Westerwood Com m u n i ty Cou nci I 

Held at St Andrew’s and Cumbernauld Primary School 
Tuesday 21 st November 201 1 

Please visit our website - www.westerwood.co.uk 

Present: G Wright, K Jones, G Young, P Boulton, J Brady, H Macindoe 
Cllr Bob Chadha, Cllr G Murray, Jamie Hepburn (MSP) 
B Jamieson, M Sweet (Dullatur CC) 
B Kinsler (Craigmarloch CC) 
S Kerr, C Murray, L McWilliams, B Young (Ratho Drive Residents 

Committee) 

Apologies: Ruth Anderson, Saeid Ullah, Val Wright, Ken Brunton, D Logan, D 
Timothy 

A very well attended meeting with over 70 in attendance 

1. Ironside/Farrier Planninq application 

This issue was raised by the NLC planning advice note - dated 28‘h December 
201 1. Applicant Scottish Enterprise (Bellshill) - site to the East of Eastfield 
Road, Carrickstone. A number of years ago it was granted for this land which 
was originally zoned for commercial use to change to residential status. A 
number of applications have been received for housing over the last few years 
but all have fallen through due to drainagehewage problems. Scottish Water has 
refused to improve this system and this cost and change must be met by the 
house builder. The current application is to reinforce the status to residential - as 
it has not yet been utilised (and therefore has expired) 

Ironside/Farrier (VF) have submitted a letter to arrange a meeting to discuss - the 
new law states prior to submitting a planning application - they must notify 
residents by ways of a public meeting. They must give 12 weeks’ notice of this 
meeting. The letter received is their notice of their intent to ask for the land to be 
confirmed as residential. 

GW - Chair contacted I/F and suggested that they attend WCC next scheduled 
meeting. They have agreed to attend this meeting - Tuesday 20th March - to 
conduct their public consultation. 
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If they get approval for “residential status” then it will be likely we will then 
receive their official planning application (it is assumed after the public 
consultation meeting). It is hoped that if we show enough strong objections to 
this application at the consultation they may not even decided to pursue further. 

The issues if these houses were to be built:- 
local infrastructure not capable of coping 
at least 2 cars per household 
school is not overflowing .. but it is very full. From Parent feedback - 
portacabins are still being used. 
Doctor practice - one resident has lived in the area for over a year . . . and 
still cannot get a place in the local practice. 
Health Service - already closing down services in our area. Treatment 
room was under threat. Radiology has been closed. 
Lack of public transport 
No community facilities 
Sewage and drainage issues 
No High School on this side of the A80 

QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR 
Who owns the land? - Scottish Enterprise 
What happens to the money they receive? - there would be an opportunity for 
gain - but this would go to NLC and therefore no guarantee that it would be spent 
here. 
Why are they being allowed to sell this land? - We cannot answer this question.. 
but residential status has already been allowed but has expired. Jamie Hepburn 
stated- there appeared to be some confusion that this land is subject to a zoning 
change. This application is for specific planning - as the area is already zoned 
for housing - this conflicts information given previously. 
Did NLC not object to previous planning applications? Yes they did but we can’t 
take the chance that NLC will object to this planning -they may just accept it if 
we don’t object. WCC has previously objected to 3 other housing applications in 
this area and been successful. The NLC local plan has now had major changes 
to housing in this area and therefore if they have zoned this area for housing - 
then it is unlikely they would then object. The new local plan has been being 
amended for 5-6 years - as the plan being used was drawn up in 1993. The new 
local plan has yet to be ratified due to the level of objections. 
A resident felt that inviting SEPA along would be very helpful - as they had 
issues in Ratho in relation to the pumping system. SEPA, Electric board etc i.e. 
all public services 
What type of number of housing will be built? We will not know this until the 
meeting but we expect around 300. Cllr Murray confirmed that 25% of housing 
must be social housing (affordable housing). 
Do we advise them of what we wish to object to ... or do we wait to see what they 
have to say? GW - having spoken to I/F they will be well aware of the issues - 
from previous applications they may have some knowledge of our issues. 
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We should not think of this planning application being one in isolation - G Young 
- Vice Chair - it would appear that a housing application may be submitted by 
Oglivie Homes - revisiting the area to the back of Edenside. 

Further application on Local Plan 
Land west of Dobbies has been granted for residential housing - of around 50 
houses. 
Muirhead Farm - this has been rejected. 

GW advised that In response to objections to additions to Local Plan , the 
Reporter commented " quote " In Cumbernauld there are extensive areas of 
housing which have been built in the north of the recently upgraded M80 over the 
last 30years. inevitably the provision of community facilities has lagged behind 
the arrival of new residents. Although there are a range of shopping, schools, 
medical and other community facilities, it is clear that there is widespread 
perception among residents that there remains a significant shortage This should 
be confirmed, or otherwise, whwn the findings of the council's Matching Services 
to People exercise and the preparation of the open space audit and strategy 
have been completed" unquote. 

GW advised he was unaware of this exercise and asked the Local Councillors 
who also admitted that they were unaware. GW to pursue with NLC 

2. Previous minutes 

Minutes were agreed at the committee meeting on Tuesday 7'h February 2012. 

3. Police Update 

PC Matt Austin - calls for the last month ... nothing of note - a spate of 
housebreak -ins - December in Westerwood area. Police drove around the area 
for 4 nights in an unmarked car - checking for any suspicious vehicles - (they 
were disappointed to note that nobody reported them driving round the area ... 
looking suspicious!!). They have received a couple of calls regarding strangers in 
resident's gardens .. but on arrival they have gone. 

Traffic related issues - Shell Old Inns - non payment of petrol. 

From a previous meeting it was raised by a resident - If traffic is causing an 
obstruction (1/2 on pavementhoad) what can they do? PC Austin stated that the 
police can come to have a quiet word and ask them to move. 
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4. Councillors Reports 

Cllr G Murray - no time available for report. 

Cllr B Chadha - copy of recent email update. However good news - working 
with Craigmarloch CC - it has been agreed that a new bus service X10 will begin 
in April - a twice daily service .. further details to follow 
Since my last year report I have been busy in dealing with constituent’s 
complaintkoncern as usual and following brief accounts will enlighten you; 

(a) Fallen trees; During severe weather condition in the month of 
Decem bedJanuary this year a considerable damage occurred to peoples’ 
properties with falling trees and debris. I received several complaints from 
all corner of Cumbernauld and particularly from our ward areas. On few 
occasions I went out to see the damage and provided helping hand to 
affected people in clearing debris and branch of fallen trees. The 
Arboriculture team was out clearing the rest. 

(b) Severe weather condition/gritting issues; Like previous years I received 
numerous complaints about lack of gritting, especially from Westerwood/ 
Dullatur and around Craighalbert centre areas. All these complaints were 
forwarded to Roads Department. I can report that some of these 
complaints were satisfactorily dealt with and other require further action 
especially in relation to gritting in secondary route on Bus School Routes 

(c) Planning application -residential development in Broadwood/Blackwood 
area; Following received of opposition from local residents in or 
surrounding areas, I submitted my objection to this application objecting to 
build high rise flat. Despite objections from all four local Councillors. The 
Planning and Transport committee approved the application. 
Disappointing outcome. 

(d) Planning appeal-telecommunication mast at Eastfield Primary School- 
decision by the Scottish Government appointed Scottish Planning reporter. 
You may recall that on two previous occasions, Vedafone & 02 CO. applied 
for planning permission which was refused by N.L.C. Planning committee. 
Despite strong opposition by School parents council and all local 
politicians including myself the Planning reporter upheld the appeal and 
planning permission has been now granted. Disappointing outcome 

(e) Dumping of sewerage water in Carradale Crescent at Collingwood Estate 
near Broadwood; I have received a complaint from Local residents with 
photographic evidence that some unscrupulous commercial drivers have 
been discharging waste water into the road drainage. The complaint is 
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being investigated by N.L.C and Scottish Environment Protection agency. 
More to say later. 

(f) Parking charges at Croy Station; N.L.C. has now rejected the proposed 
parking charges at Croy Rail way Station. Good news for all. This proved 
council listened to my and other people’s concernkampaign 

(9) A special meeting of the council will take place on 9.2.2012 to finalise next 
year revenue budget There are relatively a few decisions that the council 
has to take due to the fact that council has already agreed to implement 
saving of f55m.The housing and social work committee has already 
determined next year’s budget which will hopefully improve housing 
services generally and provide boost to our local economy e.g. more than 
30 units of Social housing development is already completed at North 
Road, Westfield and new 30 units house building programme at former St. 
Francis of Assisi School, Westfield Drive, is on track The council is 
committed to construct 1000 new homes by 2020 

4. AOCB 

Dog Fouling - a resident has complained about this in the area. R 
Mayne (GM - Westerwood Hotel) has also raised his concerns. A 
resident complained that one dog walker has 6 dogs - and just lets 
dogs run loose on a regular basis. (just beside Laura’s Pond) WCC 
would ask . . . Please tidy up your litter - it is unfair to others. We 
should also treat Westerwood Golf course with respect. Cllr Chadha - 
followed up this initial complaint and the NLC Environment are trying to 
chase up with penalties and patrols - further update at next meeting 

0 Westerwood Hotel -as Richard Mayne was in attendance he was 
asked if he could give any update on the 1 Oth 1 lth and 12th holes . RM 
stated that it was still in consultation - nothing to report. The residents 
concerned that this land will be sold off - RM replied at this stage the 
plans are still to look at Par 3 course - but can never say never. A 
resident queried as to why a digger was seen in the area. As greens 
not being used - soil has been moved to other parts of the course. 

0 New Playarea - Barney Kinsler - Chair - Friends of Cumbernauld 
Community Park. Last consultation was held in May 201 1 - it is a very 
slow process however the site which has been agreed on - behind the 
windmill at the school. Large funding has been agreed with some 
amazing features. Further details will be available on the website - 
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please visit http://www.cum bernauldcommunitvpark.ora. uk/ Work 
should begin in August and finish in October. 

0 Further Community Park lnfo - A major consultation - over 4,000 
people will be consulted on what they want in the Park. (question from 
resident - are there plans for an official "park" car park? - in time but 
car parks very expensive .. need to get people using the park -to 
justify building - this is a work in progress.) 

0 Keith Jones our new committee member has agreed to be our 
webmaster - please visit our website for any informationhpdates 
www. westerwood.co. u k 

0 Response J Hepburn (by letter) - regarding First Scotrail issues - both 
platforms have step-free access. Any specific issues can be 
addressed by Partick Nyamurundira - Access Inclusion Manager (01 41 
335 5037) 

Next Meetin 
Our next mteting will be on Tuesday 20th March 2012 - lronside Farrier 
will attend to discuss the planning application. The meeting will be 
held at St Andrews and Cumbernauld P.S. joint campus starting at 7.30pm. 
Please advise neighbours and friends as this will be when we learn of the 
extent of the planning application. 
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