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Minutes of Meeting of 
Westerwood Community Council 

Held at St Andrew’s and Cumbernauld Primary School 
Tuesday 1 gth March 201 3 

Please visit our website - www.westerwood.co.uk 
or find us on FACEBOOK - WESTERWOOD 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Present: G Wright, G Young, K Jones, H Macindoe, P Boulton 
K Brunton, V Wright, J Brady, Cllr Masterton & Cllr 

Chadha 

A po I og ies : 

1. Chair welcome 

Chair welcomed everyone to meeting and covered the evening’s 
agenda. Due to the inclement weather the meeting was kept 
short! 

2. Previous minutes 

Minutes were agreed at the committee meeting on Tuesday gth 
March. 

3. Chairman’s Report/Update 

Housing applications (Carrickstone Park (May 2012) & St 
Andrews Dr (Dec 2012) are now stated as being under 
consideration - the Planning Dept confirmed that this was an 
error and they do not envisage this being resolved for sometime. 
Everything is now status quo. (the new contact at NLC Planning 
Dept is Gordon Arthur) 
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Car thefts - this was highlighted by a resident and an email was 
issued - the police present also confirmed the problem. 

X3 bus from Carrickstone is stopping. 

Low Woods - see email below. 

Cumbernauld Community Park - children’s play park is 
scheduled to be finished for the summer and should be almost 
complete other than paths by Easter. 

Please take time to look at our website - thanks to Derek and 
Keith it is now looking very professional with lots of useful 
information. THANK YOU! 

4. Councillors UPdate 

Cllr Masterton - has kept us up to date regarding a number of 
emails -thank you so much for your help. 
Both Cllr Masterton and Cllr Chadha have been investigating 
whether Restorative Justice can tidy up the litter at the woods at 
Dullatur Roundabout. Can they check - does a form need to be 
completed? 

5. Police - Constable Graham Beattie 

7 serious crimes in the last month. - including theft, which 
includes those at TESCO - (petrol), 1 assault connected to the 
bag thefts. 
3 cars have all been stolen by means of housebreak in - please 
keep your keys out of sight. 
Also a drugs possession case in the area near Dobbies. 
Plain clothes officers have also been out on bikes - hoping to 
catch culprits of low level crime. 

Concerns were raised at the congestion at the roundabout at 
Broadwood stadium. Congestion is also a problem on Eastfield 
Road at school drop off times. This is felt to be a NLC Road 
Dept issue rather than a police one. 

Castlecary does seem to be 
particularly in the morning. 

prone to regular traffic accidents, 
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The mini roundabout at Eastfield Road leading to the village is 
very tight and a number of people have been stopped and fined! 
Should this not be removed as the passage for 4 x 4 or vans is 
almost i mpossi ble? 

AOCB 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Email received from Cllr Masterton confirming the 
situation with the trees .... See below *** 
Recycling -we will try to arrange for our May meeting - 
very happy with the food bin service. 
We await brown bin collection dates - Keith to follow up 
- website will be updated. 
Q Hotels chain have taken a big hit in profits due to land 
valuation. However Westerwood Hotel is still doing very 
well and a “flagship” to the chain. 
A refund of 35% was issued to the residents who 
contributed to the cleaning of the walls, as we 
completed the works below budget- many thanks for 
their support. 

Next Meeting 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 2Isf May 2013. The meeting 
will be held at St Andrews and Cumbernauld P.S. joint campus 
starting at 7.30pm. 

*** email from Cllr Masterton 

Hi everyone, 

I thought you might be interested in the e-mail I have just received from 
Brian Thomson, NLC Environmental Services, which explains in some detail 
regarding the tree felling at  Low Woods as I know this has been 
significantly discussed recently. 

If you would like me to follow up on any specific point please just let me 
know. 

“Dear Cou nci I lor Masterton 
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As Ken Wilson is on leave until next Wednesday, I can respond to your 
email regarding the recent operations at  Low Wood, and the reasons for 
them. Also including information on the consultation process. 

The woodland operations at  Low Wood, by Auchenkilns, are part of the 
Cumbernauld Woods Management Plan, written in 2011, following detailed 
field survey of the woodlands by silviculturists and ecologists. The plan 
was subsequently approved by Forestry Commission Scotland. 

For the greater part the Plan recommends and sets out proposals for 
thinning most of the Cumbernauld Woods, removal of fallen, dead or 
dangerous trees, litter clean-ups within the woods, and where relevant 
drainage and woodland path improvements. Most of the NLC-owned 
woodland Cumbernauld dates from Cumbernauld Development Corporation 
planting,in blocks and strips which are still to reach maturity as woodland. 

I n  the case of Low Wood, it is was once an ancient native oak woodland , 
which in the early 1950’s (pre-CDC) was partially cleared and planted with 
fast-growing coniferous species (especially Sitka Spruce and Larch). Such 
an action would no longer be permitted today by the Forestry Authority. 
Indeed it is now Government policy for Scottish Forestry to restore such 
ancient woodland sites by removal of exotic tree species. Consequently 
Forestry Commission Scotland approved grant via Scottish Rural 
Development Grant to NLC for the conversion of Low Wood from 
coniferous plantation back to semi-natural broadleaf woodland through 
planting and natural regeneration. 

I n  Low Wood, by 2011, 25-30°/0 of the 50-60 year conifers were wind- 
blown to the ground or hung up on other trees. Thinning was no longer a 
viable option as any gaps so created would result in further windblow. A 
50-60 year rotation for conifers is common in Scottish forestry - principally 
on account of wind preventing longer rotations, except on the most 
sheltered sites. 

Although the conifers which were planted on this ancient woodland site 
had suppressed or killed out many of the original native trees, some oaks 
had survived, especially in the south section of the wood which now has 
the feel of an open oak woodland. I n  the northern section of site few of 
the original oaks have survived, so there is a large cleared area. Any dead 
or suppressed oaks still standing are being left standing, as dead or 
decayed wood is a benefit for invertebrate biodiversity (beetles, insects). 
Two thousand young oak and hazel are being planted this year in the most 
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open area to supplement the anticipated natural regeneration of seedlings 
of oak, birch, and holly. I f  further planting is needed to supplement natural 
regeneration in the next few years then this will also be done. All the 
above operations are part of the approved Plan for the site. 

The majority of public consultation on the woodland works planned for 
Cumbernauld was done during the Management Plan consultation process 
which took place in August 2011. This included a series of manned public 
displays throughout Cumbernauld. As the works at  Low Wood was going to 
be one of the greatest landscape changes this proposal was highlighted 
during the consultation and explained to those attending, Also a 
Committee Report in mid- 2011 informed that the plan was in preparation 
and that a consultation process was taking place 

Before works started a t  Low Wood, in February 2013 the cottages across 
the road from the main road from site were visited to explain to the 
residents what the works would entail. 

I can understand the concern of some Cumbernauld residents at  the 
visual change to this area. As New Town residents they are much less 
likely to be familiar with similar ongoing woodland and forestry operations 
which occur throughout Scotland (notably in Borders and Highlands). But 
once the reasons for the change are fully understood, hopefully it may 
mitigate some of the adverse views. 

Regarding effects on wildlife, while undoubtedly the removal of the large 
conifers will result in the temporary displacement of some species to 
adjacent woodlands, (such as deer and some birds) , there is a benefit to 
biodiversity in the short-medium term, and a massive benefit in the longer 
term. With conifers on the site, there was very sparse ground vegetation, 
and now with an open canopy oak wood and bare ground there is the 
opportunity for native woodland flora to re-establish again. Within 5 years, 
the site will be better for wildlife than the previous conifer plantation. And 
in the longer term the consolidation and return of a native oak woodland 
on the site is a major benefit to wildlife, whether it be mammals, birds, 
insects, beetles or flora. 

I f  you have further queries on the site do not hesitate to get back to 
either myself or Senior Conservation Officer (Gerry Lewis) 

Brian Thomson 
Asst. Business Manager- Greenspace Development 
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Environmental Sewices 
North Lanarkshire Council" 
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