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d AGENDA ITEM No. .................. 

Subject: Bellshill Community Forum 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to enable Bellshill Area Committee to consider the outcomes of the 
recent public meeting held to establish Bellshill Community Forum and to provide Committee with 
an opportunity to discuss appropriate communication links between the Area Committee and 
Community Forum. 

Bellshill Community Forum 

Bellshill Community Forum was formally established at a public meeting convened for that purpose 
and held in Bellshill Cultural Centre on Thursday 28 May 1998. A report summarising the main 
items discussed at this meeting and listing those community participants who were successfully 
appointed to the Forum is attached as Appendix One. 

The committee will note from this report that a total of seven vacancies remain on the Community 
Forum and the Forum itself will seek to fill these vacancies in the near future through further 
consultation or co-option. In order to raise awareness of the Community Forum within the local 
area and to highlight both the appointments and the remaining vacancies it is suggested that this 
report is circulated to all community and voluntary organisations within Bellshill area. 

Potential Links Between the Area Committee and Community Forum 

The Community Forum will hold its first meeting on 24 June 1998. Thereafter the Forum has 
agreed to meet on a six weekly cycle some two weeks prior to the scheduled Area Committee 
meetings. 

It is recognised that communication links and opportunities for partnership working between the 
Area Committee and Community Forum will evolve and develop 017er time. Further and ongoing 
discussion between the Forum and Area Committee is required to determine the most effective 
communication mechanisms and whilst it is recognised that the Forum is primarily the local 
community’s structure it is suggested that the Area Committee may wish to propose a number of 
first steps. Accordingly, the Area Committee may wish to consider the following to promote 
effective relations between the Committee and Forum:- 

0 It is suggested that the Area Committee Convener, or a substitute in his absence attend the 
first meeting of the Community Forum to discuss potential links and demonstrate the Area 
Committee’s support and commitment to the Forum; 

0 The Area Committee may wish to invite the Community Forum to nominate representatives 
to attend the Area Committee meetings on a regular basis. Whilst Area Committee 
meetings are currently open to any interested member of the public it is suggested that the 
involvement of the Community Forum representatives could be more structured. For 
example, the Convener may invite the Community Forum representatives to comment and 



provide the local communities’ perspective on particular issues under discussion, Given the 
statutory composition of the Area Committee it must be highlighted to the Community 
Forum representatives that they would not be permitted to vote on any matter; and, 

0 The Area Committee may wish to receive minutes of Community Forum meetings and 
similarly request that Area Committee minutes are submitted to the Community Forum. 

4.0 Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that Bellshill Area Committee :- 

(i) approve the attached report summarising the establishment of Bellshill Community Forum 
and agree that a copy of this report should be sent to all community and voluntary 
organisations within Bellshill area; 

(ii) approve the communication links between the Area Committee and Community Forum 
suggested in Section 3 of this report; and 

(iii) note that the development of the Community Forum will be a gradual process and further 
progress reports will be submitted to future Area Committee meetings; and 

(iv) otherwise note the contents of this report. 

Chief Executive 



Appendix 1 

Report of Bellshill Community Forum Public Meeting held in 
Bellshill Cultural Centre on Thursday 28 May 1998 

1.1 This report provides a summary of the main discussion and outcomes of the recent 
public meeting convened by Bellshill Area Committee for the purpose of appointing 
the Community Forum members. 

2.1 Bellshill Area Committee was established in August 1997 as part of North 
Lanarkshire Council’s Decentralisation Scheme. Membership of Bellshill Area 
Committee comprises those North Lanarkshire Councillors who represent the wards 
in Bellshill and the surrounding areas. Bellshill Area Committee boundaries stretch 
from Tannochside in the west to Newarthill in the east. 

2.2 The purpose of the Area Committee is to bring Council business closer to local 
communities. The Area Committee allows decisions about the delivery of Council 
services in Bellshill and the surrounding villages to be taken by the local Councillors 
and in partnership with local people. 

2.3 The Area Committee is a statutory Committee of North Lanarkshire Council. This 
means that the Committee has the authority to take decisions on those matters 
delegated to it by the Council. The statutory composition of the Area Committee 
however, limits the opportunity for local community representatives to become 
directly involved in the Committee. Accordingly it was agreed by local 
representatives at a previous consultation meeting that a Community Forum should 
be established to work in partnership with the Area Committee. 

2.4 The Community Forum will be the local community’s structure and local people 
themselves will determine both membership of the Forum and other operational 
matters. 

2.5 The proposal to develop Bellshill Community Forum was discussed in greater detail 
at a consultation meeting held in the Cultural Centre on 10 March 1998. This 
meeting was attended by 42 people representing a range of community groups and 
voluntary organisations. There was general support for the aims and principles of 
Community Forums and the most preferred option was to establish a single 
Community Forum which mirrors the Area Committee boundaries. It was also 
suggested that membership of the Forum should comprise representatives from both 
local community and voluntary groups and local individuals. The term of office for 
Community Forum members should be three years with a staggered standing down 
and re-selection procedure to allow for continuity on the Forum. 

3.1 The public meeting to formally appoint the members of Bellshill Community Forum 
was held in Bellshill Cultural Centre on Thursday 28 May 1998. This meeting was 
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attended by 21 local people representing 15 community groups and voluntary 
organisations (a list of participants is attached as Appendix One). 

+ Pre Five Children 
+ Young People 

Notification of the meeting was sent to 161 community groups on the Bellshill 
mailing list, posters advertising the meeting were displayed locally and an article 
published in the ”Bellshill Speaker”. 

+ Community Safety Organisations 
+ Information and Advice 

organisations 

3.2 The meeting was chaired by Area Committee Convener, Councillor Kevin 
McKeown. In welcoming participants to the meeting, Councillor McKeown 
emphasised the Area Committee’s commitment to work in partnership with the 
Community Forum. He also highlighted that the establishment of Bellshill 
Community Forum was a gradual process and it was expected that the Forum would 
develop in response to local priorities and circumstances. 

+ Elderly People 

+ Tenants and Residents Associations 
+ Women’s Groups 
+ Churches and Religious Groups 

+ Disabled People and support for those 

3.3 The Head of Construction Resources then provided a presentation outlining the 
background to North Lanarkshire Council’s Decentralisation Scheme, including the 
establishment and progress to date of Bellshill Area Committee and suggesting a 
structure for the Community Forum. 

+ School Associated Community 
Groups 

+ Community Councils 
+ Hobby and Special Interest Groups 
+ Community Development 

Organisations 
+ Organisations for people from 

3.4 It was proposed that Bellshill Community Forum should comprise some 20 
participants with 14 of these representing special interest groups as detailed below 
and the remaining 6 representing local communities within the west, central and 
east areas of Bellshill. 

with special needs ethnic communities 

West 
Central 
East 

Tannochside; Birkenshaw; Fallside; Viewpark 
Bellshill; Mossend; Orbiston; Hattonrigg 
Holytown; Newarthill; New Stevenson 

3.5 Participants were then allocated to workshops where they were asked to consider 
communications between the Area Committee and Community Forum and also to 
identify the levels of support or assistance the Forum may require from North 
Lanarkshire Council. Participants were also given the opportunity to consider 
nominations received for election to the Community Forum and to appoint both 
special interest group and area representatives. 
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3.6 A summary of the main recommendations received in terms of support requirements 
and communication links is attached as Appendix Two and the representatives 
appointed to the Community Forum are detailed below:- 

Young People 
Elderly People 
Disabled People 
Tenants & Residents Associations 
Hobby & Special Interest Groups 
Communitv Councils 

3.7 Bellshill Community Forum Special Interest Group Representatives 

Derek Robertson 
Tom Leggate 
Mary Hendry 
Michael Glancy 
Vacancy 
Tim Gardener 

I Pre 5’s & Children I Vacancv I 

Women’s Groups 
Churches and Religious Organisations 
Community Development Organisations 
Community Safety 
Information & Advice 

Sandra Toyer 
Margaret Walker 
Vacancy 
John Gilmour 
Vacancv 

School Associated Community Groups 
Organisations for People from Ethnic Minorities 

Vacancy 
Vacancy 

West 

Central . 

I East 

1) Kay McPhee 
2) Ellen Davidson 
3) Willie Foy 
4) Irene Lester 

I 5) Jack McLellan 
6) Vacancv 

3.8 The meeting noted that a number of places on the Community Forum remained 
vacant and it was agreed that these should be filled at a later date by the Forum 
through further consultation. 

4.1 The meeting closed with those elected to the Community Forum remaining to 
discuss a number of operational matters including the date and venue for the first 
Forum meeting. 

4.2 Councillor McKeown thanked everyone for attending and it was agreed that a report 
of the meeting should be sent to all those who participated. 
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Appendix One 

Harry Cameron 
Jean Cameron 

Orbiston/ Bellshill Elderly Forum 
Orbiston/ Bellshill Elderly Forum 

1 Enable I 
Thomas Leggate 
Helen L i b  

Hattonrigg Senior Citizens 
New Stevenson Senior Citizens ~ ~ ~~~~ 

I 

Joseph Sneddon 1 Andrew Hamilton Centre Lunch Club 

Margaret Walker 
Michael Glancv 

I Sandra Toyer I Motherwell and District Womens Aid I 
~ ~~~~.~ -~ ~ 

MacDonald Memorial Church 
Tenants /Residents Association 

I David Williams I New Stevenson Senior Citizens 

James Langham 
Douglas Munn 
Willie Foy 
Ernest McEwan 
James Gardner 
Derek Robertson 

Fallside Action Group 
Fallside Action Group 
Churches Fraternal 

Holytown Community Council 
Bellshill YMCA 

Kay McPhee 
Councillor Kevin McKeown 
Councillor David Saunders 
Councillor Charles Hebenton 

Louise Barclay 
Mary Woods 
Ellen Davidson 

North Lanarkshire Council 
North Lanarkshire Council 
North Lanarkshire Council 
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Councillor James Coyle 
Councillor John Lafferty 
Semi Housebound Committee, Newarthill 
St Vincent De Paul, Carfin 
John Gilmour, Safe Orbiston Group 
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Appendix Two 

Summary of Main Points Raised in Workshop Discussions 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

Convene meetings of representatives from similar interest groups where concerns 
and issues may be raised; 

Meetings should be convened within a cycle similar to Area Committee/Community 
Forum; 

Local knowledge; 

Conduct a survey to identify issues; 

Open meeting for community and voluntary groups and local people where issues 
may be raised; 

Liaise with relevant agencies (for example: Community Police); and, 

Existing networks - for example Bellshill and District Clergy Fraternal. 

+ Circulate Community Forum minutes; 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ Newsletter; and 

+ 

Report back to regular meeting of interest groups; 

Community meetings in each of the geographical areas; 

Bi-annual meetings of interest groups; 

Existing communication and information sharing networks. 

+ 
+ Bi-annually; 

+ Monthly; and, 

+ 

Similar cycle to Area Committee and Community Forum; 

In advance of Community Forum meeting. 
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+ 
+ 
+ 

Rotate the venue for meetings around the Bellshill area; 

Provision of Council premises as a venue for meetings; 

Provision of creche facilities where required. 

+ Circulation of Community Forum minutes; 

+ Communication between interest group representatives; 

+ Liaison at Community Forum meeting; and 

+ Newsletter. 

+ Cormuni ty  Forum representatives to attend Area Committee meetings; and 

+ Councillor available to attend Community Forum meetings where requested to 
answer points raised at Forum. 

+ 
+ Funding; 

+ Administrative support; 

+ 
+ Training; 

+ 
+ 

Assistance with photocopying where required; 

Venue for meetings and support with associated costs; 

Access to office equipment for correspondence purposes; and 

Assistance in organising meetings and distributing information. 
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