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1.

Ref:

Introduction

The purpose of this report is to update members of the Bellshill & District Local Area
Partnership on developments with the current joint work taking place between Strathclyde
Police, Housing and Social Work Services and Strathclyde Fire and Rescue for the period
from lSt June 201 1 to 31’‘ August 201 1.
2.

Background

2.1

Under the Government’s ‘Promoting Positive Outcomes: Working Together to Prevent
Anti-social Behaviour in Scotland, the National Framework for preventing antisocial behaviour, has allowed the wider public sector to move in the same direction;
work together as equal partners and importantly, allow collective contribution from all the
public sector partners.

2.2

Tackling anti-social behaviour contributes to all five of the Government’s strategic
objectives but primarily supports making our communities safer and stronger by focusing on
National Outcomes 9 ( we live our lives free from crime, disorder and danger) and 1 1 (we
have strong, resilient and supportive communities where people take responsibility for their
own actions and how they affect others).

2.3

Members of the Local Area Partnership should note that following this cycle it is proposed
to review the style and content of this report. The reasons for this are to make the
report more outcome focused and reflective of Partner’s local priorities, more effectively
linked to the work of the local community safety sub-groups and concise enough to
promote debate and discussion at Local Area Partnership meetings.

3.

Statistical Information

3.1

The report includes information from each of the partners and a ward by ward summary of
notable incidents. Appendix 1 shows the Hotspot map for the Airdrie area, Appendix 2
Housing & Social Work Services, Appendix 3 Strathclyde Police and Appendix 4 the
Tactical Assessment from Strathclyde Fire & Rescue. Appendix 4 also includes an analysis
of the Strathclyde Fire & Rescue Bonfire Campaign. Appendix 5 includes the latest update
from Liber8.
With reference to Appendix 2, there has been a 41.8% increase ( from 79 to 112 ) in the
overall number of anti social complaints to Housing within the Bellshill / Viewpark locality in
this period compared to the previous report. Complaints in all categories apart from
violence, harassment and children have increased this period.
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Mediation figures have decreased since the last report; however the team are actively
working on cases across all wards in the Bellshill and District area with a successful
outcome achieved in ward 15, in which a full and positive agreement was reached by the
parties involved. It should also be noted that Investigators are currently in the process of
contacting 22 residents within ward 15 to provide the opportunity to participate in
community mediation.
Strathclyde Fire & Rescue

Operational responses have decreased by 42 compared to the previous reporting period
last year (see performance table Appendix 3). This is a welcome trend as SFR strive to
reduce operational activity and unnecessary blue light journeys.
Accidental dwelling fires have increased and this a disappointing trend, patterns indicate
that from the 13 recorded accidental fires in the home the contributing factor in 69% of
these was cooking.
Subsequently 1 individual has been identified by the attending crews as requiring further
assistance and referrals have been forwarded to respective partner agencies for action.
Further initiatives are underway to highlight this issue through community engagement
activities and partnership working.
Unwanted Fire Alarm Signals

False alarms or Unwanted Fire Alarm Signals (UFAS) account for a high percentage of
operational activity. During this reporting period the Bellshill & District Wards have been
responsible for a combined total of 92 attendances to various premises as a result of false
alarms.
We continue to target this area through implementation of our own internal policies and
through partnership working at CSSG level.
It is noted that we have achieved a reduction of just over 15% from the same period last
year and this is encouraging.
Secondary Fires

Secondary Fire activity (Refuse/ Heath and Grass) is the second highest area of
operational activity within the Bellshill and District Wards. During this period there have
been 35 attendances made to secondary fires within the Wards. This is a reduction of 36%
against the same reporting period last year, our schools and youth engagement work
seems to be having an affect where these trends exist and we will continue to target
emerging trends.
Community Safety (Home Fire Safety Visits)
Visits

High

Medium

Low

Points

1/6/10-31/8/10

4

1

35

244

116111 - 311811 1

22

35

31

932

Variance

+I 8

+34

-4

+688

The table above compares the total visits from this current reporting period to that of the
same period last year. There has been a significant increase in the numbers of households
within the Bellshill and District Wards that we have engaged with, (increase of 48) and the
quality of the visits has also improved.
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We continue to target at risk groups and the most vulnerable across our 3 Wards whenever
possible. It is also pleasing to see an increased amount of visits undertaken within the High
and Medium Risk category.
4.

Ward Reports

Throughout the months of June - August 201 1 Police Sub - Divisional officers from Bellshill
have been proactively and reactively policing the area to prevent and detect crime to
increase the quality of life for residents living and working in the Sub division. This has been
done using analyst reports of incident and crime trends to identify areas requiring extra
attention. Throughout Wards 13, 14 and 15 officers have been robustly policing curfew and
domestic bail checks and carrying out high visibility and plain clothes patrols, reducing the
fear of crime & providing the message to those involved in violence and anti-social
behaviour that it will not be tolerated. All incidents are intensely scrutinised on a daily &
weekly basis with emerging and continuing problematic areas identified and local actions
issued in relation to these areas. Officers are tasked with tackling the identified problem
area, with a view to robustly policing it and eliminating the problem as a matter of urgency.
Local officers have been supported from June to August by force support services including
the Mounted branch, Road Policing and Force Helicopter. Extra support will continue
throughout the summer months engaging the Mounted branch, Dog branch, Support unit,
Road Policing, Underwater unit, Helicopter, Violence reduction Unit, Local Crime unit and
Disorder Flexi Unit utilised within all three ward areas to cover a wide variety of locations
and issues.
Through pro active disclosure and forging good links with CCTV operators, licensed
premises staff and other services such as the Anti Social Investigators, problematic
locations and offenders have been identified early, enabling solutions to be sought prior to
any escalation of violence and anti social behaviour.
Throughout wards 13, 14, and 15 there were 124 persons reported for street drinking for
this period.
Ward 13 Thorniewood
Current Activity / Issues

During the period of June, July & August there were a total of 1043 incidents and 345
crimes reported for this ward.
This area will continue to be robustly policed with additional resources when required to
address any emerging problems and reassurance of the public.
Within this ward there are 50 current cases of anti social behaviour being dealt with by
Housing. 25 cases are under investigation and 22 are being monitored by Housing Services
and 3 cases have been sent to Legal Services.
Tan nochside

There were 233 incidents and 36 crime reports raised during the period.
Tannochside is mainly residential area encompassing Calderbraes residential estate and
the Birkenshaw Trading Estate that has everyday issues which require police involvement.
Increased patrols have continued in this area targeting the youth disorder and stone
throwing, and these will continue for the foreseeable future. The area of Birkenshaw Retail
Park has seen an increase in youths reported drinking and causing general annoyance and
extra patrols of uniform and plain clothes officers have been deployed, resulting in a
decrease of reported incidents.
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Extra, uniform & plain clothes, patrols have continued in the Cullins area. This has resulted
in a continued decrease in the number of related incidents; however this area will still
receive extra patrols.
The area around Smurfit has seen a decrease in the number of calls relating to youth
disorder due to the extra patrols deployed to this area over the period.
Viewpark North

There were 483 incidents and 172 crime reports raised during this period.
Viewpark North is an area of mixed residential, commercial and industrial premises and
encompasses Tannochside Business Park, Righead Industrial Estate and Strathclyde
Business Park. Youths causing annoyance, drinking & noise complaints are the main
cause of concern for the residents in the Viewpark North area. The main areas of concern
are Old Edinburgh Road particularly the area surrounding Scotmid, Tannochside Business
Park and Laburnum Road including the Glen area.
Due to the large residential area domestic related incidents and the policing challenges that
they provide are frequent however officers continue to diligently enquire into all complaints
received and a robust approach towards policing of domestic abuse offenders continues to
develop to tackle this issue.
Acts of youth disorder, vandalism, drugs offences & anti-social behaviour are prominent in
the crimes reported to the police. The area has been and will remain the focus of police
attention, particularly at peak times on FridayEaturday evenings.
Housing Services are currently progressing cases with Legal Services in relation to drug
activity and anti social behaviour within this area.

Viewpark South

There were 327 incidents and 79 crime reports raised during this period.
Viewpark South is a mainly residential area that requires policing of every day issues such
as vandalism, drug offences and thefts. Following increased patrols in this area calls
reduced, therefore these patrols will continue for the foreseeable future.
Extra patrols were carried out in relation to the thefts of bins and persons were detected
and charged, which resulted in a reduction of similar thefts in this area.
Night Shift patrols will continue with extra supervision to this beat, to prevent, deter and
detect crimes of housebreaking which continue to cause concern.
WARD 14 - BELLSHILL
Current Activity / issues

During the period of June, July & August there were a total of 1016 incidents 264 crime
reports raised for the ward.
Within this ward there are 41 cases of anti social behaviour. 22 cases are under
investigation and 19 cases are currently being monitored.
Bellshili West

There were 328 incidents and 48 crime reports raised during the period.

33

Community Officers continue to provide high visibility supervision to this area keeping the
number of youth related, disorder calls down.
Bellshill Industrial estate in located within Bellshill West where officers are tasked daily with
providing extra attention to the industrial estate to prevent crimes such as theft and to
detect any suspicious persons.
Hattonrigg

There were 291 incidents and 78 crime reports raised during the period.
This is a mainly residential area with associated retail premises and schools. The
community officers and core shift officers continued to robustly police this area with visits to
off licenses to forge good relationships between staff and police to minimise the
opportunities for underage youths have to purchase alcohol.
There was an increase in the theft and wilful fire raising of bins in the Hattonrigg area. All
officers are aware of this problem and providing extra attention to this area. Community
Police officers will continue to robustly police this area in relation to the main concerns of
residents, youth disorder & parking issues.
One case is currently with Legal Services seeking an Interim ASBO within this area due to
excessive noise and numerous individuals frequenting the property.
Jewel Scheme/ Bankhead

There were 417 incidents and 99 crime reports raised during this period.
This area includes Orbiston, the jewel scheme, Bellshill Golf Club and the North of
Strathclyde Park. The main issue in relation to this area are related to violence, disorder
and anti social behaviour.
The Area of Orbiston Kennels and Bankhead Stores which has been robustly policed for
some time, by local officers assisted by additional anti-disorder patrols, Support unit, dog
handlers and mounted branch along with the Helicopter, has continued to shown a
decrease in youth disorder and gang related incidents. With the arrival of the lighter nights
officers are aware that, historically, youth disorder increases in the Bankhead area and
extra attention will be given to this area and any offenders will be firmly dealt with. This
area will continue to be a Priority location.
We continue to police the park with regards to drugs misuse and promiscuous sexual
activity. Although there tends not to be many reported incidents, officers patrolling the park
usually on cycle patrol continue to monitor the situation and gather intelligence from the
park rangers.
Following the increased uniform and plain clothes presence, reported incidents of stolen
bins, fires and youth disorder has reduced in this area but it will continue to be robustly
policed and CCTV operators will continue to monitor it regularly.
WARD 15 - MOSSEND & HOLYTOWN
Current Activity / issues

During the period of June, July & August there were a total of 1467 incidents and 413 crime
reports raised for the ward.
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Ward 15 incorporates Bellshill Town Centre, Mossend and the village of Holytown. Also
included in Ward 15 are Euro central and Newhouse industrial estates.
Within Bellshill Town Centre use of the CCTV systems are optimized to identify any
potential disorder that can be diffused before escalating into violence. Licensed premises
are regularly visited with a view to preventing and detecting underage persons purchasing
alcohol and adults purchasing it on their behalf.
Within this ward there are 44 cases of anti social behaviour. 25 cases are currently under
investigation and 19 cases are being monitored
Bellshill Town Centre

There were 435 incidents and 176 crime reports raised during the period.
Bellshill town Centre has been identified by Analysts as a Hotspot for Violence which has
resulted in increased high visibility patrols by core and community personnel with particular
attention being paid to licensed premises in an attempt to prevent drink fuelled violence and
disorder. On a daily basis officers are tasked with patrolling this area for public
reassurance and to deter crime. Off licenses continue to be visited regularly and good
relationships with staff have allowed any issues such as youths harassing customers to buy
alcohol to be identified quickly and addressed.
Public space CCTV continues to play an important role in the town centre and close links
have been forged with camera operators ensuring strong evidential footage of those
engaged in criminality are obtained for any future proceedings.
Enforcement and proactive patrols of the area are still vital to public reassurance, reducing
the fear of crime & providing the message to those involved in anti-social behaviour that it
will not be tolerated.
Mossend/ Orbiston

There were 552 incidents and 100 crime reports raised during the period.
Mossend is a mainly residential area that requires policing of every day issues such as
vandalism, drug offences and anti social behaviour. This area includes the Thorndean,
Milnwood and Mossend areas of Bellshill which are mainly residential however also covers
King George V Park and the Sandy Park which are areas known to be frequented by
youths who cause annoyance to local residents.
The parks on this ward have received increased patrols, foot & cycle, uniform & plain
clothes. Particular action plans for weekend evenings have concentrated on this area to
maintain a high visibility presence to reduce incident s of disorder further.
A full Asbo was granted on 29 June 201 1 and the tenants involved have now left their
tenancy. There are no other incidents of note at this time and Anti Social Investigators
remain proactive in the area.

Holytown
There were 475 incidents and 121 crime reports raised during the period.
Community Officers covering this area have reported a decrease in incidents of youth
disorder and will continue to provide high visibility reassurance patrols.
The quality of life in this area remains a priority; therefore the above features will continue
to be monitored closely. Any reported incidents of youth disorder are highlighted and
actioned timeously for Community and core shift officers alike.
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There has been an increase in the number of complaints received within Spruce Way and
Sunnyside Crescent which are currently being investigated by Anti Social Team and
Strathclyde Police.
5. Promoting Positive Outcomes

Road Traffic Operations. Speeders & Drink Drivers

In relation to influencing and improving driver behaviour the Community Police Officers
have carried out, early morning, afternoon and late evening, road checks within each ward
area. These checks were predominantly in relation to speeding and have resulted in
persons being charged with various road traffic offences.
Operation Copper

Metal theft continues to cause annoyance and distress to the industrial premises within the
Sub Divisional area. In response to this Officers are regularly stopping and checking vans
and persons of not to check for suspected stolen property. A collaborative Operation
throughout the country is being planned in conjunction with Operation Liberal in England.
Bogus Callers

The North Lanarkshire Doorstep Crime initiative is progressing well with further tools being
given to Police and Trading Standards Officers in tackling this type of crime. The North
Lanarkshire model is being looked at throughout the Force and will soon be implemented
showing a great success for all involved in the locally implemented model. The Bogus
Caller Task Force in dedicated to ensuring the individuals who conduct this type of crime
are brought to justice in a partnership effort.
Pathfinders

A summer Pathfinders project has been run throughout the summer months
With 10 youths who have either previously offended or have been on the periphery of
offending. The summer program has gone well and has included Whit Water Rafting,
Mountain Biking and Climbing. It has proven to be hugely successful with some great
outcomes for the youths. These outcomes include breaking down barriers between the
youth and the Police and positive engagement in there personal life’s resulting in better
choices being made. Some of the youths have turned a path in there life and have proven
to maintain a better lifestyle and turned there back on crime. Two of the boys on the project
can be looked upon as case studies for the future.
Friday Night Project

The project is running well with a new co-ordinator who is greatly assisting the tasking
group. The project is sustainable until March 2012. There is a planned presentation being
organised to give a complete overview on why the project was started and why is has been
so successful with a sustained 80 children on a Friday night attending.
Blue light disco

The Blue Light Disco initiative was introduced to North Lanarkshire in early 2008 and has
been built upon by strong partnerships within the locality area to improve and enhance
opportunities for young people. It provides a safe environment for young people to enjoy
themselves and gain access information and support from a variety of local partners. The
locality team within Bellshill and surrounding districts is a prime example of partnership
working at its best due to the unique variety of different agencies involved and the
commitment they bring to improve the lives of young people within the district. The
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partnership is assisted by both the statutory bodies and the voluntary sector and the details
of the main driving force are detailed bellow.

9
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
P

NHS Lanarkshire
Strathclyde Police
Bellshill & Mossend YMCA
Community Learning & Development
Action For Children, Young Carers, North Lanarkshire
Bellshill & District Youth Forum
Bellshill & District Community Forum
Bellshill & District Crime Prevention Panel
Strathclyde Fire & Rescue
North Lanarkshire Leisure
Side Kicx

The Blue Light Disco continues with upwards of 300 youths attending regularly. The next
Disco will be in September.
Nae Danger

The Nae Danger campaign will continue in association with dedicated partners, in relation
to Gang Violence, Antisocial Behaviour, and Alcohol related social issues and domestic
abuse issues. The launch was made in June and highlighted the good work of the Police
Service in raising nearly f7,000for a cancer support charity. PC Alan Mulholland has now
moved on and is concentrating on delivering any positive initiatives to the public through the
local media.

GPS Alarm Devices
N Division is currently looking in to the capabilities of the new GPS Alarm systems with
mobile capabilities for domestic abuse and crime. PC Alan Mulholland, Community Safety,
is currently seeking funding for these alarms. These alarms are looking to be purchased in
the next few months.
Personnel at Bellshill Community Fire Station continue to seek opportunities to engage
with the public; during this reporting period over and above Home Fire Safety Visits
conducted, operational crews have attended 13 separate Community Events, including
supporting our local Tesco’s charity car wash in August which raised over f400 for
Alzheimer’s Scotland.
Youth Offenders Forum
This forum continues to discuss youths from the BellshillNiewpark area who have been
noted in police reports and require partnership intervention. The group also met with
Carmen from the Plus One Project which is a partnership initiative between social work,
police and YMCA and targeted at children between the age of 8 - 15 years in diversionary
activities. Reports from the project regarding youths who are involved, show that there is a
marked decrease in their being reported to Strathclyde Police with regards to anti social
behaviour.

The BellshillNiewpark Anti Social team continue to work closely with Strathclyde Police
carrying out joint visits where necessary to enforce the message that there will be zero
tolerance for anti social behaviour within the community they reside in and to remind them
of their Good Neighbour agreement encouraging mutual respect for surrounding
neighbours.
Areas within the Jewel Scheme have been highlighted over the last period and a Pro Active
Day in partnership with Strathclyde Police is to be arranged.
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Strathclyde Fire & Rescue continue to engage with the youth of our area through education
programmes like:
'Cut it Out': Road Safety education programme which is conducted for S 6 students. Every
North Lanarkshire secondary school participates in the project. Each input lasts 1 hour and
45 minutes. The course is running again for the new school term.
Fire Reach: The successful NLP funded Fire Reach Project, consists of a full week's long
course which introduces key elements of Fire and Rescue training, both practically and
through curricular activity. The programme works through modules including the essential
elements of first aid and the use of operational equipment such as hose and ladders, all
within a disciplined environment. During the week attendees learn many transferrable skills
such as the benefits of teamwork, communication and good citizenship.

Separate weeks are held for boys and girls courses and two or three schools are mixed
together on courses to help aid harmonisation in localities.
As above, every North Lanarkshire secondary school participates in the project.
Choices for Life: This event took place in Strathclyde Park on Sunday 5'h June and was
supported by Strathclyde Fire & Rescue. It attracted youngsters from across North
Lanarkshire to view and participate in a host of activities and educational resources.
Junior Fire Reach: Funding has now been secured to run this new pilot, which is a one
day course aimed at P6/7 level and is delivered from our Fire Reach facility in Coatbridge.
Two Primary Schools within the Bellshill and District Wards (Christ the King and Holytown)
have been selected to partake in the first two courses. With the programme rolling out to
remaining schools over the rest of the term.
6.

Recommendation

6.1

It is recommended that members of the Local Area Partnership:
(i)
(ii)

note the contents of the report
note the proposal to review the style and content of the joint Community Safety
Report

-

North Lanarkshire Council Housing & Social Work Services
Strathclyde Police
Strathclyde Fire & Rescue
6'h October 201 1
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WARD 13 - THORNIEWOOD
Community Police Officerls

Sgt lan Scott N56
PC Alan McNeil N939
Andrew Rice N209
PC Stuart Bell N631
PC Paul Kilbane N309

PC Douglas Wiggins N157
PC Derek Weir N211
PC Fiona Campbell N421
PC Lorraine Read N186

PC

Ward 13 incidents of notehoteworthv arrests

A 28 year old male threatened to rob a 24 year old male whilst brandishing a knife. The male was
later arrested for this offence.
8 people were charged with possession of illegal drugs.
A 17 year old male was charged with supplying illegal drugs.
A high value motor vehicle was stolen following a housebreaking in the area.
A 26 year old male was seriously assaulted near to the Stables Bar. As yet no one has been traced
for this crime.
A 15 year old male was robbed of his wallet between Osprey Drive and Hamilton Drive he did
manage to recover his property but the unknown culprit made good his escape.
A 54 year old male was charged with the reckless discharge of a firearm.
A 39 year old male was charged with driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.
A 22 year old male was charged with carrying an offensive weapon namely a knife.
WARD 14 - BELLSHILL

Community Police Officerls
Sgt Steven Conn N49
PC David Easton N738
PC James McLuskey N551
PC Steven Hillis N566
PC Sean Dunphy N926

PC Alison Thomson N449
PC Susan Fairlie N730
PC Ross Boyle N148
PC Joseph Hunter N428

Ward 14 Incidents of notehoteworthv arrests

A 19 year old female was seriously assaulted by a 19 year old male which resulted in a broken
wrist.
A 55 year old male was charged with driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.
A 50 Year old male was defrauded of a large quantity of cash by bogus workmen who stated they
were going to do bathroom work but failed to carry out any work having received the cash.
A 51 year old male was seriously assaulted by a 26 year old male who repeatedly punched who
the face to his hurt and injury.
A 28 year old female was robbed of a quantity of cash by two unknown males in the Rockburn
Crescent area of Bellshill.
12 people were charged with possession of an illegal drug.
A 28 year old male was charged with assault with intent to rob. This occurred within the Spar on
Calder Road, Bellshill.

WARD 15 - MOSSEND & HOLYTOWN

Community Police Off icer/s
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Sgt Pauline Smith N507

Sgt Gerry Bryceland N217

PC Morag Bell N465
PC Tony Cunningham N468
PC David Morrison N541
PC Danielle O’Hara N753

PC Colin Gibson N114
PC John Logan N245
PC Marc Frullani N456
PC Kirsty Munro N233

Ward 15 incidents of note and notewotthv arrests.

A 17 year old male was charged with various road traffic offences, including, no licence, no
insurance and driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.
A 51 year old female was serious assaulted by a 41 year old male who slashed her on the arm with
a broken glass.
A 16 year old male and a 14 year old youth were both charged with Wilful Fire Raising after
Mossend Bowling Club was set on fire.
Two males aged 28 and 29 were charged with serious assault after an incident within Franklyns
Public House.
A 15 year old boy was charged with serious assault after he slashed a 13 year old girl on the leg
with a Stanley knife.
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A large group is regularly seen within the overgrown area of Gala Park, Viewpark although to date,
they have been reluctant to engage in any positive way. Staff have continued to connect with this
group and recently a staff had a positive interaction with a smaller fragment of this group.
In general, numbers have been low through the area and young people have reported they are out
later in the evening. Staff continue to vary their time present in differing areas to endeavour to
meet these groups.
A larger group now congregate around the Ariel slide which has been built in viewpark. Good
interaction has been established here.
Hotspots identified at the previous CSSG of Birkenshaw Industrial Estate and the Blue Triangle
unit have not seen any significant numbers in either area. Staff report that the new gates installed
in Birkenshaw have been effective in keeping groups from congregating and there is no evidence
of bottles or drinking is evident as was the case when groups regularly congregated.
Information suggested that young people were congregating towards Fallside within the McCulloch
Avenue area. Staff have included this in their route and are meeting groups from Viewpark area
and so will continue to monitor what area groups encountered have originated from. There has
been a high police presence within the area when staff have been present.
Staff have engaged in activitiy and held an information night on alcohol for a group in Birkenshaw
in joint work with CLD.
While engaging with a group in Viewpark, staff witnessed what they suspected was a drug dealer.
Any related information will be passed on if repeat sighting or encounters are made.
A group had been identified to take part in a Trading Post our 12 week substance misuse
programme, however, they have not been present in the streets recently to allow staff to develop
the group or progress plans. Staff are keen to re-engage with this group and hope to re-establish
contact.
Our DYDW often encounter young people out of the streets who have drunk alcohol to excess and
are at times found to be in concerning conditions, necessitating staff to ensure their immediate
safety. DYDW continue to give advice on a frequent basis on areas such as alcohol, safe drinking,
dangers of drugs available within their community, brief interventions and peer pressure, training
and education to individuals and groups.
Kenny Lees
Project Manager
StreetBase North
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