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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise members, following a request from Airdrie and Villages 
Community Forum, of the situation regarding the electrical supply for the children’s fairground ride 
which operates within the Graham Street pedestrian area over the Christmas period 

Background 

The public entertainment licence for the ride is held by a Mr. John White, the temporary licence 
having been in effect since 1996. The licence was renewed in 2000 for three years, covering the 
period 1 December 2001 till 12 January 2002. Next year the licence is operational from 30 November 
2002 till 11 January 2003. 

The licence contains standard conditions in respect of the Health and Safety at Work Act and the 
comments received from the various consultees including Planning, Transportation, Protective 
Services and Fire Services indicated no objections and requested only minor works to protect the 
paved area. No objections were received with regard to the licence. 

In December 2001 no permission was requested by the licence holder to set up the ride and no 
approval was given by the Council. Thus the start date of operation was unknown and no initial 
inspection made at the site when the ride was installed. The previous year in similar circumstances, a 
routine lighting inspection discovered that the operator was obtaining power from the unmetered 
public supply serving the Christmas lights. This was disconnected immediately and a warning was 
issued following which the ride was powered from a portable generator. It is understood that in 
December 2001, the ride was again powered from a generator located on a lorry. Initially there were 
unprotected loose cables trailing across the pedestrian area contrary to Health and Safety regulations. 
Mr. White was made aware of concerns in this respect and appropriate action was taken. 

The operator has no authority to connect into a public power supply power for the ride should be 
taken either from a generator or from an adjacent shop by private arrangement. Anyone wishing to 
take mains power should therefore have a metered supply from Scottish Power for which connection 
points are available under the paving/grills in Graham Street. Power taken from a public supply 
which is not metered, such as street lighting circuits, is illegal. It would not, however, actually cost the 
Council money since the Council pays a fixed amount annually to Scottish Power based on an agreed 
number of lighting units connected to the power supply. 



3. Recommendations 

3.1 The Committee is asked to note the contents of the report 

David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 

Any person wishing further information on the above should contact T. Peebles on extension 01236-616406 


