
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: COMMUNITY SERVICES (COMMUNITY Subject: AD-HOC PAYMENT - SUPPORT 
DEVELOPMENT SUB COMMITTEE) FOR ATTENDANCE AT THE 

ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL 
From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Date: 12 July 2004 Ref: JMcG/LMcM/JP 

REPORT 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report seeks homologation for the payment of the sum of f6,000 to the trust fund 
established by Mr Robert Clarke, 20 West Drive, Petersburn, Airdrie, to provide support 
for his three sons who are currently attending various full and part time Royal Ballet 
School courses in London. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Members will be aware that North Lanarkshire Council, Department of Community 
Services, was approached earlier in the year by Mr Robert Clarke seeking grant aid to 
support the attendance of his sons at the Royal Ballet School in London. His eldest 
son Russell attends the Royal Ballet School on a full time basis. Younger son Ryan 
has been offered a further year as a Junior Associate and the youngest member of the 
Clarke family, Reece, has been newly accepted onto the Junior Associate programme 
which will commence in September 2004. 

To be accepted on the Associate programme of the Royal Ballet School is in itself a 
considerable achievement. Each year auditions take place throughout the United 
Kingdom to choose a small number of students whom the Royal Ballet School feels 
would benefit from the specialised training which the Associate programme offers. 

The Associate programme will entail Ryan and Reece Clarke attending fortnightly 
classes in London. This will provide them with the opportunity to study at the earliest 
level of the Royal Ballet School specialised training programme with other gifted 
children from around the country under the instruction of experienced Royal Ballet 
School members of staff. 

However, due to the large distances involved for the Clarke family in supporting the 
attendance of Ryan and Reece at the Junior associate programme, considerable 
travelling expenses would have to be incurred by the family. In addition there is also 
the ongoing financial burden on the Clarke family of the attendance of Russell at the 
full time Royal Ballet School programme which includes travel, ballet wear and 
equipment. 

I:\COMMITTEE\COMDEVE\COMRESO\l7 AUGUST 2004MD HOC PAYM TO MR CLARKE.DOC 



2.5 Members should also note that the eldest member of the Clarke family also attended 
the Royal Ballet School and now is a member of a prestigious American dance 
company who will be performing at the Edinburgh International Festival later this year. 

2.6 The Clarke family themselves are unable to meet the considerable expenses (travel, 
accommodation, dance wear etc) associated with the attendance of Russell, Ryan and 
Reece at the Royal Ballet School. 

3. PROPOSALS 

3.1 In view of the above, it is therefore proposed that committee homologate an ad-hoc 
payment of f6,000 be made to the trust fund established by Mr Robert Clarke which 
was established to hold the donations made by various organisations to support the 
boys attendance at the Royal Ballet School. 

3.2 The payment of f6,000 was made in July 2004 by the Head of Community Resources 
in consultation with the Convener of Community Services and the Director of 
Administration. 

3.3 The reason for the payment being made under delegated powers was due to the fact 
that in order to secure travel and accommodation bookings at the cheapest possible 
rate in connection with the attendance of Ryan and Reece Clarke at the Royal Ballet 
School Associate programme, bookings had to be made with the travel operator by the 
end of July 2004. 

The payment is an ad-hoc payment as the Council’s Cultural Grant scheme is not open 
to individuals. 

4. F I N AN C I AL IMP L I CAT I0  N S 

4.1 That an ad-hoc payment be made to Mr Robert Clarke’s trust fund for his sons for 
f6,000 from the Community Services, Community Development budget (Payments to 
Other Agencies) 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Members are asked to approve the following recommendations:- 

(a) Homologation of a payment of f6,000 be made to the trust fund for Russel1,Ryan 
and Reece Clarke. 

(b) That consideration be given to future support which North Lanarkshire Council 
can give to giftedyoung people pursuing professional development in the field of 
the arts. 

I:\COMMITTEE\COMDEVE\COMRESO\l7 AUGUST 2004MD HOC PAYM TO MR CLARKE.DOC 


